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The successful reproduction of this Sumatran rhino at the
Cincinnati Zoo provides an epochal breakthrough that
hopefully will enable managed breeding of Sumatran rhinos in
captivity to become a viable component of conservation efforts
for this beleaguered species (see AfRSG report, page 11).
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CHAIR REPORTS
RAPPORTS DES PRESIDENTS

African Elephant Specialist Group report
Rapport du Groupe des Spécialistes des Eléphants d’Afrique

Holly T. Dublin, Chair/Président

WWF Africa and Madagascar Programme
PO Box 62440, Nairobi, Kenya
email: hdublin@wwfeafrica.org

New faces at AfESG

| am pleased to announce that we have finally re-
cruited a dedicated programme officer, Mr Elie
Hakizumwami, to facilitate AfESG work in the Cen-
tral African region. Elie has 23 years of experiencein
conservation and natural resource management in
central Africa, and he has worked as a consultant for
IUCN since 1996. His appointment is particularly
timely now with AfESG involved in developing a
subregional Strategy for the Conservation of
Elephantsin Central Africa

Elie, who is based at the [IUCN Regional Office
for Central Africain Yaoundé, has already started
work on logistical arrangements for the upcoming
AfESG members meeting scheduled for early 2002.
Other urgent tasks include sourcing survey reports
for the next update of the African Elephant Database,
building and consolidating relationships with key ele-
phant conservation authorities in Central Africaand,
of course, the never-ending search for more material
for Pachyderm.

Ms Rowena Costa-Correa left her position as ad-
ministrative officer at the end of August after afull
month’s handover to Ms Cecily Nyaga. Rowena' s en-
thusiasm and positive attitude will be greatly missed
here at the Secretariat, and her unique qualities will
undoubtedly help her find her feet in her newly
adopted home in Canada.

Meanwhile, Cecily has adapted to her new job re-
markably quickly and has brought to the team much-

Nouveaux visages au GSEAf

Je suis heureuse de pouvoir vous annoncer que nous
avons enfin engagé un responsable de programme
dévoué, Mr Elie Hakizumwami, pour faciliter le tra-
vail du GSEAf en Afrique centrale. Elie compte 23
ans d’ expérience dans la conservation et la gestion
des ressources naturelles en Afrique centrale et il a
travaillé comme consultant pour I"UICN depuis 1996.
Sa nomination tombe particuliérement & point au
moment ou le GSEAf est impliqué dans le
développement d’ une stratégie sous-régional e pour
la conservation des éléphants en Afrique centrale.

Elie est basé au Bureau régional de I’ UICN pour
I" Afrique centrale & Y aoundé, au Cameroun, et il a
déja commencé atravailler sur les dispositions
logistiques de la prochaine réunion des membres du
GSEATf prévue pour le début de 2002. Les autres
téches urgentes comprennent la recherche des rap-
ports de suivi pour laprochaine mise ajour delaBase
de Données sur I’ Eléphant d’ Afrique, I’ établissement
et la consolidation de relations avec |es autorités clés
de la conservation des éléphants en Afrique centrale
et bien sr, la quéte permanente de nouveau matériel
pour Pachyderm.

Mme Rowena Costa-Correa a quitté le poste de
responsable administratif alafin du mois d’ aolt aprés
avoir assuré pendant un mois entier latransition avec
Cecily Nyaga. L’ enthousiasme de Rowena et son at-
titude positive nous mangueront beaucoup ici, au
Secrétariat, et ses qualités uniques |’ aideront sans
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needed financial administration skills borne from
extensive experience dealing with international do-
nor organizations.

Pachyderm

In August Dr Mark Stanley Price, along-term Pachy-
derm editorial board member and a close colleague,
left Kenya after many years spent dedicated to con-
serving Africa swildlife. Mark has now taken up the
post of executive director of the Durrell Wildlife Con-
servation Trust based in the Channel Islands. Over
the years, Pachyderm has benefited tremendously
from his guidance, strategic vision and solid scien-
tific expertise.

To help fill thevoid left by Mark’s departure Dr
Rob Olivier has recently been appointed to the edito-
ria board.

Elephant taxonomy

Until now elephant conservation strategiesin Africa
have been based on the assumption that all African
elephants belong to the single species Loxodonta
africana with two subspecies (L. a. africana and L.
a. cyclotis). New evidence by Rocaet al. published
in the August 2001 issue of Science seems to suggest
that the forest and the savannah el ephants should be
classified astwo separate species. Loxodonta africana
and Loxodonta cyclotis.

The existence of large genetic distance and multiple
genetically-fixed nucleotide site differences, morpho-
logical and habitat distinctions, and extremely limited
hybridization of gene flow between forest and savan-
nah e ephants are used to support their conclusion.

The process of accepting new taxonomic distinctions
such as the one proposed is not in itself a science and
can involve aprotracted period of debate in the scien-
tific literature and the greater ‘ elephant community’.

Asacontribution to this debate, the conservation
and management implications of thisfinding will be
discussed by the members at the upcoming AfESG
meeting.

West Africa programme office

Since January 2001, Lamine Sebogo, the programme
officer for West Africa, has been promoting the West
African Elephant Conservation Strategy in the sub-
region.

aucun doute a trouver son rythme dans son nouveau
pays d’ adoption, |e Canada.

De son cbté, Cecily s est adaptée remarquablement
vite a son nouveau travail et a apporté al’ équipe qui
en avait bien besoin les compétences en administra-
tion financiére qui lui viennent de sa longue
expérience des relations avec les organisations
donatrices internationales.

Pachyderm

En ao(t, le Dr Mark Stanley Price, membre depuis
longtemps du bureau de la rédaction de Pachyderm
et proche collégue, a quitté le Kenya aprésy avoir
consacré de nombreuses années a la conservation de
lafaune sauvage d’ Afrique. Mark areprisle poste de
Directeur exécutif du Durrell Wildlife Conservation
Trust, basé dans les iles anglo-normandes. Pendant
des années, Pachyderm a bénéficié magnifiquement
de ses directives, de savision stratégique et de sa
expérience scientifique solide.

Pour aider a combler le vide laissé par le départ de
Mark, le Dr Rob Olivier a &€ nommé récemment au
bureau de rédaction.

Taxonomie des éléphants

Jusqu’ a présent, les stratégies de conservation des
éléphants se sont basées sur I" hypothése que tous les
éléphants d' Afrique appartenaient a la seule espéce
Loxodonta africana, avec deux sous-especes (L.
africana africana et L. africana cyclotis). De
nouvelles preuves publiées par Roca et al. dans le
numéro d’ aolt 2001 de Science semblent suggérer
que les éléphants de forét et de savane devraient étre
classés dans deux especes différentes : Loxodonta
africana et Loxodonta cyclotis.

L’ existence de grandes distances génétiques et de
nombreuses différences des sites de nucléotides
génétiquement fixés, les distinctions de morphologie
et aussi d'habitats, et I” hybridation extrémement
limitée des flux génétiques entre les é éphants de forét
et de savane viennent conforter leurs conclusions.

La procédure pour accepter de nouvelles distinc-
tions taxonomiques telles que celle qui est proposée
ici n’est pas en soi une science et peut impliquer une
trés longue période de débats dans la littérature
scientifique et dans la trés vaste « communauté des
éléphants ».

Pour contribuer a ces débats, |les membres qui
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West Africahas lost more than 90% of its elephant
range during the 20th century, and today most elephant
populations are small and isolated. It is estimated that
two-thirds consist of no more than 100 elephants.

Lamine has now finished histravelsin the subre-
gion to raise awareness of the new strategy among
al the key parties concerned with elephant conserva
tion and to disseminate the strategy document to
higher levels of government for formal adoption. The
response has been overwhelmingly positive through-
out the subregion. The Economic Community of West
African States (ECOWAYS), aregional organization
similar in function to SADC, has confirmed its de-
sireto consider adopting this strategy asits reference
tool for elephant conservation and management ac-
tivities. The Convention on Migratory Species has
also formally adopted this plan.

Many of the vulnerable elephant populations
straddle international frontiers, making a subregional
approach vital for long-term conservation of elephants
in West Africa

In an effort to address thisimportant issue of cross-
border populations, AfESG is planning to assist gov-
ernments of the subregion to organize a subregional
workshop dedicated to identifying existing elephant cor-
ridors and helping to formul ate strategiesto protect them.

On anational level, the signs are equally encour-
aging. The governments of Burkina Faso and Togo
have recently applied for funding to develop their own
national elephant management plans. The govern-
ments of Benin, Céte d'Ivoire, Mali and Niger are
expected to follow suit in the near future.

Reintroduction guidelines for
African elephants

In Pachyderm 30, | outlined some of the reasons why
| felt that practical guidelines for the reintroduction
of African elephants were needed to guide those in-
volved in moving these massive animals from place
to place. News of recent and proposed translocation
exercises has added impetus for thisinitiative.

To meet this new challenge, | have approached a
number of experts, both within and outside AfESG,
to help form a Reintroduction Working Group to as-
sist the secretariats of AfESG and the Reintroduction
Specialist Group draft these guidelines. The first
meeting of this working group is expected to take
place with financial support from the World Wide
Fund for Nature-Denmark.

participeront a la prochaine réunion du GSEAf
discuteront les implications de cette découverte pour
la conservation et lagestion.

Bureau du programme en Afrique de
I’Ouest

Lamine Sebogo, |e responsable du programme pour
I’ Afrique de I’ Ouest, fait depuis janvier 2001 la pro-
motion de la Stratégie de conservation de I’ él éphant
pour I’ Afrique de I’ Ouest dans la sous-région.

L’ Afrique de I’ Ouest a perdu plus de 90% de son
aire de répartition des ééphants au cours du vingtiéme
siecle, et aujourd’ hui, la plupart des populations
d' éléphants sont petites et isolées. On estime que les
deux-tiers ne comptent pas plus de cent éléphants.
Lamine a maintenant terminé les voyages qu'il faisait
dans la sous-région pour éveiller la sensibilisation a
la nouvelle stratégie dans toutes les parties clés
concernées par la conservation des é éphants et pour
distribuer e document de la stratégie pour qu'il soit
adopté formellement au plus haut niveau
gouvernemental. Dans toute la sous-région, laréponse
a été extrémement positive. La Communauté
économique des pays d'Afrique de I'Ouest
(ECOWAYS), une organisation régionale dont la
fonction est semblable a celle de la SADC
(Communauté de développement de |I' Afrique
australe) a confirmé son souhait d’ envisager
I’ adoption de cette stratégie comme outil de référence
pour la conservation et les activités de gestion des
éléphants. La Convention sur les Especes migratrices
a, elle aussi, adopté officiellement ce plan.

Comme de nombreuses populations vulnérables
d' ééphants chevauchent des frontieres internationales,
une approche sous-régionale est vitale pour la conser-
vation des @éphants en Afrique de I’ Ouest.

Pour résoudre cet important probléme des popula-
tions transfrontieres, le GSEAf envisage d'aider les
gouvernements de la sous-région a organiser un
séminaire sous-régional destiné aidentifier les corri-
dors empruntés actuellement par les éléphants et a
les aider aformuler des stratégies pour les protéger.

Au niveau national, les signes sont aussi
encourageants. Les gouvernements du Burkina Faso
et du Togo ont récemment fait une demande de
financement pour développer leurs propres plans de
gestion nationaux pour les éléphants. Les
gouvernements du Bénin, de Céte d’ Ivoire, du Mali
et du Niger devraient suivre prochainement.
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Developments in MIKE and ETIS

Eight months after European Community funding
support was formally announced, the Monitoring of
Illegal Killing of Elephants (MIKE) programmeis
about to be implemented. The EC contract was signed
at the end of June and the money was forwarded to
the CITES Secretariat in September.

Setting up the Central Coordination Unit in Nairobi
has been approved and will be achieved with the help
of [IUCN EARO. The new director, Nigel Hunter, who
began work on 1 September 2001, is now based in
Kenya.

During the gestation period, implementation meet-
ingswere held in the west, east and central African sub-
regions. At these meetings, steering committees for each
subregion were appointed, and the process was initi-
ated for getting national and site officers confirmed. In
addition, the selection of sites was finalized. Recruit-
ment of the subregional support officers for the four
subregionsis also under way. These officerswill help
implement MIKE at site, nationa and subregional lev-
eshy facilitating training and by standardizing data col-
lection and management. Harmonizing the savannah and
the forest protocolsis aso under way, and these proto-
cols should soon be available for the MIKE Technica
Advisory Group to approve.

The Elephant Trade Information System (ETIS)
update report to the CITES Secretariat was circulated
to the Parties in Notification No. 2001/030 of 18 May
2001. The notification yielded some positive re-
sponses from the Parties, resulting in over 300 new
elephant-product seizure cases being reported to ETIS
through the CITES Secretariat.

Earlier thisyear datainput to ETIS was put on hold
to facilitate the compilation and production of the sec-
ond round of annual ETIS country reports. In total,
179 reports have been produced in an improved tabu-
lar format and presented to the CITES Secretariat for
circulation to the Parties. At the time of the reports,
ETIS contained the details of 5183 individual ivory
seizures that have occurred in 59 countries around
theworld since January 1989. Data entry commenced
again in August 2001, and so far, 213 new seizure
cases have been entered.

To further refine the database software and to com-
mence the devel opment of the analytical framework
for evaluating the information in ETIS, a statistician
from the Centre of Statistical Services, University of
Reading, visited Harare to work with TRAFFIC staff.

Directives en matiere de
réintroduction d’éléphants d’Afrique

Dans le numéro 30 dePachyderm, j’ avais mentionné
certaines des raisons pour lesguellesj’ estimais qu'il
fallait des directives pratiques pour guider ceux qui
sont impliqués dans le déplacement de ces animaux
massifs d'un endroit al’autre. Les nouvelles des
exercices de translocation récents et en cours ont
donné un nouvel élan acetteinitiative.

Pour répondre a ce nouveau défi, j'al contacté un
certain nombre d’ experts, membres ou non du GSEAf,
pour qu'ils aident aformer un groupe de travail sur la
réintroduction qui assisterales Secrétariats du GSEAf
et le Groupe des Spéciaistes de laréntroduction dans
|la préparation de ces lignes directrices. La premiére
réunion de ce groupe de travail devrait se tenir avec
I" aide financiére du World Wide Fund for Nature —
Danemark.

Développements de MIKE et d’'ETIS

Huit mois aprés que I’ on aannoncé le support financier
de la Communauté Européenne (CE) le programme
pour le Suivi des Massacres |ll1égaux d’ Eléphants (Moni-
toring of lllegal Killing of Elephants: MIKE) est pré&t a
éremisen place. Le contrat avec laCE aéésignéala
fin du mois de juin, et |I’argent a été transmis au
Secrétariat dela CITES en septembre.

L’ingtallation de |’ Unité Centrale de Coordination a
Nairobi a été approuvée et seraréaisée grace al’aide
del’EARO/UICN. Le nouveau directeur, Nigel Hunter,
qui acommencé atravailler le 1* septembre 2001, est
maintenant basé au Kenya. Pendant la période de ges-
tetion, il y aeu desréunions d' implémentation dansles
sous-régions d' Afrique de |’ Ouest, centrale et de |’ E<t.
Lorsde cesréunions, on anommé les comités de direc-
tion pour chague sous-région, et on alancéles procédures
pour faire confirmer les responsables nationaux et ceux
dessites. Deplus, on afindisélasdection desstes. Le
recrutement des responsables du support sous-régional
est aussi en cours pour les quatre sous-régions. Ces
responsables vont aider alaréalisation de MIKE sur
lessitesains qu’' aux niveaux national et sous-régional
en facilitant laformation et en standardisant larécolte
de données et leur gestion. L’ harmonisation des
protocoles en savane et en forét est aussi en cours;; ils
devraient hient6t étre disponibles pour I’ approbation
par le Groupe de Consail technique de MIKE.

Ledernier rapport du systeme d’information sur
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Efforts to develop subsidiary databases on domestic
markets and background economic factors also com-
menced.

To assist the parties in improving their reporting
to CITES, TRAFFIC is developing a generic two-
day workshop module and training toolkit to help
build understanding, capacity and commitment at the
national level for the implementation of ETIS. The
final review draft of the ETIS Action Workshop train-
ing toolkit, which lendsitself to be either a PowerPoint
or an overhead presentation, has now been completed
and sent for review.

African Elephant Database

Since hisarriva in early June 2001, Julian Blanc, who
manages the African Elephant Database (AED), has
devoted considerabl e time to improving aspects of
its geographic information system (GIS) and manag-
ing its database. |ssues addressed range from upgrad-
ing hardware and software to streamlining the data-
base design and strengthening the integration between
the database and the GI' S maps.

In consultation with the Data Review Task Force,
work isaso being aimed at optimizing the data col-
lection process. New questionnaires are being devel-
oped, and links with various organizations and indi-
vidualsinvolved in conducting el ephant surveys are
being forged or strengthened.

Another important area of work has centred on
developing Gl S-based tools to study human—el ephant
conflict, with the objectives of standardizing the col-
lection of conflict data, and ultimately integrating such
data with the AED.

The AfESG Secretariat continues to receive re-
quests for hard copies of the 1998 AED, although its
online version has successfully fulfilled most of these
regquests.

The Web site

The AfESG Web site
http://iucn.org/themes/ssc/sgs/af esy/

has undergone a mgjor facdlift. In addition to amore
user-friendly and attractive interface, users can now
access a number of AfESG ‘tools and products, many
of which are available in both English and French.
For example, the 1998 AED versionisaccessibleina
more navigable pdf format, which should save the
prospective browser valuable downloading time. In-

|e commerce des éléphants (Elephant Trade Infor-
mation System— ETIS) au Secrétariat delaCITES a
circulé entre les Parties dansla Notification N° 2001/
030 du 18 mai 2001. La Notification a suscité
plusieurs réponses positives des Parties, ce qui fait
qu’on arapporté AETIS plus de 300 cas de saisies de
produits issus d’ éléphants, par |'intermédiaire du
Secrétariat delaCITES.

Plus tot cette année, I'input de données dansETIS
fut mis en attente pour faciliter lacompilation et lapro-
duction de la seconde série de Rapportsannuelsd' ETIS
par pays. Au total, on a produit 179 rapports sous une
présentation tabulaire améliorée, qui ont été présentés
au secrétariat CITES, a charge pour lui de lesfaire
circuler entre les Parties. A ce moment-14, ETIS
contenait des détails sur 5183 saisiesd'ivoire qui avaient
eu lieu dans 59 pays du monde entier depuis janvier
1989. L' introduction des données arepris en ao(t 2001,
et acejour, 213 nouvealx cas de saisies ont €té entrés.

Pour affiner davantage le programme de la base
de données, et pour commencer le développement du
cadre analytique pour évaluer les informations
données sur ETIS, un statisticien du Centre des Ser-
vices Statistiques de I’ Université de Reading est venu
aHarare pour travailler avec |le personnel de TRAF-
FIC. On aaussi entamé des efforts pour développer
des bases de données subsidiaires sur les marchés
internes et sur les antécédents économiques.

Pour aider les Patiesaaméiorer lesrapportsqu’elles
font &la CITES, TRAFFIC est en train de mettre au
point un module pour un atdier générique de deux jours
et un kit de formation destiné & aider & construire la
compréhension, la capacité et I’ engagement au niveau
national pour laréalisation d'ETIS. Le document de
révision final du kit de formation de |’ atelier d’ action
d' ETIS, qui se préte bien comme prise deforce ou pour
faire une présentation avec projection, est terminé et a
été envoyé pour révision.

Base de données sur I'Eléphant
d’Afrique

Depuis son arrivée au début du moisdejuin 2001, dulian
Blanc, qui s occupe delaBase de Données sur I’ Eléphant
d’ Afrique (BDEA), a consacré beaucoup de temps a
améiorer certains agoects de son Systemed' Informations
Géographiques (Geographic Information System—GIS
et dgérer sabase de données. Les problemesdlaient du
renforcement du matériel hardware et software ala
rationalisation de la conception de la base de données
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deed, we have recelved positive feedback from anum-
ber of researchers and others hungry for data on ele-
phant numbers and distribution. The site also offersa
wide selection of documents on human—elephant con-
flict, including the data collection and analysis pro-
tocol and training package for enumerators of ele-
phant damage. The new Decision Support System for
human—elephant conflict managersin an easy-to-use
pdf version should be available in the near future.
Other features include a page providing answers to
frequently asked questions about elephants and links
to many other interesting elephant sites such as the
African Elephant Bibliography. We are also now able
to offer the last two issues of Pachyderm (issues 29
and 30) on line, which should greatly expand our read-
ership and perhaps even generate interest from pro-
spective authors and donors.

et au renforcement de |’ interpénétration des cartes de
labase de données et du GIS

En consultant la Force Spéciale de Révision des
Données, on veut aussi travailler a optimiser le pro-
cessus de récolte des données. On met au point de
nouveaux questionnaires, et on est en train de créer
ou de renforcer des liens avec diverses organisations
ou personnes impliquées dans laréalisation d' études
de suivi des éléphants.

Un autre domaine important du travail aconsisté a
développer desautils, basés sur le GIS, pour éudier les
conflits hommes-éléphants, dans |e but de standardiser
larécolte des données sur les conflits pour, en fin de
compte, intégrer ces données dansla BDEA.

Le Secrétariat du GSEAf continue arecevoir des
demandes pour des éditions papier de la BDEA de
1998, maislaversion on-line a pu satisfaire la plupart
de ces demandes.

Le site Web

LesteWeb du GSEAf http://iucn.org/themes/sst/spdfafesy
asubi unlifting d'importance. L' interface est devenu plus
facile a utiliser et plus attrayant, et les utilisateurs
peuvent maintenant accéder a un certain nombre d’ «
outils » et de produits du GSEAT dont beaucoup sont
disponibles en anglais et en francais. Par exemple, la
version de 1998 de la BDEA est accessible dans un
format pdf plusaised' acces, ce qui devrait faire épargner
au candidat « surfeur » un temps de chargement
appréciable. Nous avons en effet regu des feedbacks
positifs d'un certain nombre de chercheurs et d’ autres
amateurs de données sur e nombre et ladistribution des
éléphants. Le site propose auss une sélection large de
documents sur les conflits hommes-d éphants, y compris
les protocoles de récoltes et d' andyse des données et le kit
de formation pour ceux qui doivent dénombrer les
dommages causés par |es éléphants. Le nouveau
systéme de support de décision destiné aux gestionnaires
des conflits hommes-&8éphants devrait étre disponible
trés bient6t en version pdf, facile dutiliser. Il y aauss
une page qui fournit les réponses aux questionsles plus
souvent posees au sujet des éléphants, et desliaisons
avec de nombreux autres sites intéressants sur les
déphants comme laAfrican Elephant Bibliography. Nous
sommes désormais a méme d’ offrir les deux derniers
numéros dePachyderm(n°® 29 & 30) enligne, cequi devrait
augmenter consdérablement le nombre de noslecteurset—
qui sait >—peut-étre méme susciter I'intérét d' éventuels
auteurs ou donateurs.
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African Rhino Specialist Group report
Rapport du Groupe des Spécialistes des Rhinos d’Afrique

Martin Brooks, Chair/Président

PO Box 13055, Cascades, 3202, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa

email: mbrooks@kznwildlife.com

New triennium and next AfRSG
meeting

The membership has been appointed for the current
triennium, and | would like to take this opportunity
to thank outgoing members and welcome new mem-
bers. The AfRSG officeis currently planning our next
AfRSG meeting, which we hope to hold in Zimba-
bwein May or early June 2002.

Cameroon

In the last Pachyderm, | mentioned that atechnica ex-
perts meeting had been held 13-15 November 2000 in
Y aoundé, Cameroon which reviewed emergency strat-
egiesto savethe‘ Critically Endangered’ western black
rhino (Diceros bicornis longipes) from extinction. Del-
egates agreed on an appropriate conservation strategy,
and they set short-, medium- and long-term goals. This
meeting, chaired by the Ministry of Environment and
Forestsin Cameroon, was attended by representatives
from AfRSG, WWF (International and Cameroon),
IUCN (headquarters, France and Cameroon), the North
CardlinaZoological Society and Coopération Francais
Projet FAC Savanes. Following directly from this meet-
ing, WWF-funded surveys of potentid rhino range were
undertaken to confirm if adequate founder rhinos re-
mained to justify setting up a sanctuary. Fieldwork has
been completed and the consultant, Dr Mike Kock, has
just produced the final report. Once its findings have
been discussed with the Cameroon authorities and other
stakeholders, a decision will be made on whether to
continue with plansto set up asanctuary. | will report
on the results of these discussionsin the next edition of
Pachyderm.

Namibia

Namibiais one of the mgjor black rhino range states,
conserving the second largest number of black rhi-
nos after South Africa, as well as being the strong-

Nouveau bail de trois ans et
prochaine réunion du GSRAf

On anomméles membres du groupe pour lestrois années
qui viennent, et je voudrais saiSir cette occasion pour
remercier les membres sortants et accueillir ceux qui
arrivent. Le bureau du GSRAf est occupé a préparer
notre prochaine réunion du GSRAf qui, nous |’ espérons,
setiendraau Zimbabwe en ma ou au début dejuin 2002.

Cameroun

Dansle dernier Pachyderm, ' avais dit qu’ une réunion
d’ experts techniques s’ était tenue a Y aoundé, au
Cameroun, du 13 au 15 novembre 2000, qui avait passé
en revue les stratégies d’ urgence pour sauver de
I”extinction le rhino noir de I’ ouest (Diceros bicornis
longipes) en danger grave. On s'y et misd' accord sur
une stratégie de conservation appropriée et sur des
objectifs a court, moyen et long terme. Cette réunion,
présidée par le Ministre camerounais de
I’environnement et des foréts, a été suivie par des
représentants du GSRAf, du WWF (international et
camerounais), del’ UICN (Quartier Général, Franceet
Cameroun), de la Société Zoologique de Caroline du
Nord et du projet francais de coopération FAC Savanes.
Découlant immédiatement de cette réunion, des éudes
financées par le WWF ont &€ entreprises pour confirmer
Sl existait encore des rhinos capables de se reproduire
pour justifier la création d’un sanctuaire. Le travail de
terrain est terming, et le consultant, Mike Kock, vient
de sortir son rapport final. Dés que ses résultats auront
été discutés avec les autorités camerounaises et les autres
partenaires, on prendra une décision quant au fait de
poursuivre, ou non, les projets de constituer un
sanctuaire. Je donneral les résultats de ces discussions
dans la prochaine édition de Pachyderm.

Namibie

LaNamibie est un des principaux états de |’ aire de
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hold of the arid-adapted south-western black rhino
(D. b. bicornig). The Namibian Ministry of the Envi-
ronment recently (17-19 June 2001) organized and
held aworkshop in Windhoek to review and revise
the Namibian black rhino conservation plan. A range
of stakeholders from both inside and outside the min-
istry attended the workshop, which was sponsored
by WWEF. Seven AfRSG members (including five
from outside Namibia) participated. The workshop
was well facilitated and productive, as by the end of
the workshop it had produced a draft of the newly
revised strategy. After abit more editing, the minis-
try will be presenting the revised draft plan to a meet-
ing of all Namibian stakeholders. Following further
discussion and consideration at this stakeholders
meeting, it is hoped that the revised plan will be for-
mally approved and implemented.

Rhino and Elephant Security Group

| am also pleased to report that the Rhino and Ele-
phant Security Group (RESG) of southern Africawas
recently resuscitated at its first meeting since 1999,
held in Windhoek, Namibia. Delegates attended from
seven countries, and | am delighted to learn that the
meeting achieved its main objective of producing
much clearer and more focused terms of reference.
These terms should help ensure that the group comple-
ments the work of other rhino groups such as AfRSG
and should also help focus RESG efforts so that the
group can make an important contribution to rhino
and elephant security in the southern African region.
Further details on the meeting are given in ‘Notes
from the African Rhino Speciaist Group’ section in
this edition of Pachyderm. | wish the newly elected
RESG Chair, Mr Lovemore Mungwashu, well and
hope RESG now goes from strength to strength.

Biological management workshop
for Rhino Management Group

All current national black rhino conservation strategies
aim to breed numbersin their metapopulations asrap-
idly as possible (setting minimum average growth tar-
getsof at least 5% per annum). However, in recent years
anumber of ‘Key’ and*Important’ black rhino popula
tionsin South Africaand other mgjor range states have
been performing much below the minimum target level.
This poor performance is having amajor impact on
rhino numbers and grestly increasing the time needed

répartition du rhino noir ; elle héberge le deuxiéme plus
grand nombre de rhinos noirs aprés |’ Afrique du Sud et
elle est le bastion du rhino noir du sud-ouest, adapté
aux habitats arides, Diceros bicornisbicornis. Le
Ministére namibien de |’ environnement a (du 17 au 19
juin 2001) organisé récemment un atelier a Windhoek
pour réviser le plan d’ action pour le rhino noir en
Namibie. De nombreux partenaires tant internes
qu’ extérieurs au ministére ont pris part acet atelier qui
était sponsorisé par le WWF. Sept membres du GSRAf
(dont cing venus de pays autres que la Namibie) y ont
participé. L' atelier a été bien facilité et il fut productif
puisqu’ alafin delasession, on aproduit un projet pour
lanouvelle stratégie révisée. Aprés en avoir un peu
retravaillé lamise en page, le ministére présenterale
projet de plan révisé lors d’ une réunion de tous les
partenaires namibiens. Apres de nouvelles discussions
et I'analyse qui serafaite au cours de cette réunion des
partenaires, on espére que le plan révisé sera
officiellement approuvé et mis en cauvre.

Groupe de Sécurité pour le Rhino et
I’Eléphant

Je suisaussi heureux de pouvoir vous signaler que le
groupe de sécurité sud-africain pour le rhino et

I’ & éphant (RESG) a été ressuscité récemment, lorsde
lapremiére réunion qu’il atenue depuis celle de 1999,

aWindhoek, en Namibie. Il y avait des délégués venus
de sept pays, et je suis enchanté d' apprendre que la
réunion a atteint son principal objectif qui était de
produire des termes de référence beaucoup plus clairs
et mieux centrés, Cestermes devraient aider agarantir
que les groupes compl étent le travail des autres groupes
concernéspar lesrhinos, td le GSRAT, et devraient auss

aider arecentrer les efforts du RESG pour que le groupe
puisse gpporter son importante contribution alasécurité
desrhinos et des ééphants danstoute I’ Afrique austrae.

Vous trouverez plus de détails sur laréunion dans la
section « Notes du GSRA(S » de ce numéro de Pachy-

derm Je souhaite au président du RESG nouvellement
élu, Mr. Lovemore Mungwashu, de réussir samission
et j’ espére que le RESG va se consolider chague jour

davantage.

Groupe de Gestion des Rhinos :
atelier de gestion biologique

Toutes les stratégies actuelles de conservation des rhi-
Nnos noirs visent areproduire lesindividus de laméa:

Pachyderm No. 31 July—December 2001



to meet target metapopulation sizes. In South Africa
aone, reduced performance in the last five years has
resulted in some 250 fewer rhinos than perhaps there
would have been had previous metapopulation growth
rates been maintained.

With present rates seen against this background, a
major initiative in this reporting period was the hold-
ing of a Rhino Management Group technical work-
shop on ‘Biological management to meet continental
and national black rhino conservation goals'. The
meeting, sponsored by the Italian-funded SADC
(Southern Africa Devel opment Community) Regional
Programme for Rhino Conservation, was organized
by the AfRSG Scientific Officer. Delegates, who at-
tended from al ‘Big 4’ black rhino range states, were
specifically chosen to represent a cross-section of field
managers, field ecologists and academics. The work-
shop examined case histories, population dynamics
and harvesting theory, as well as existing and alter-
native approaches to achieving and maintaining rapid
population growth.

Consequently, delegates were able to make a clear
recommendation on an alternative removal strategy to
both improve and maintain rapid metapopulation
growth. The new, recommended strategy has a number
of practica, strategic and biologicd advantages. A chal-
lenge for the months ahead will be to disseminate re-
sults and recommendations to emerge from thisimpor-
tant workshop to the relevant conservation agencies and
decision-makers throughout the continent. Further de-
tails on this meeting can be found in the ‘ Notes from
the African Rhino Specialist Group’ sectionin thisis-
sue of Pachyderm.

Northern white rhino

Encouragingly, as Kes Hillman Smith points out (see
‘Notes from the African Rhino Speciaist Group’), the
last remaining northern white rhino population has
been breeding well and has at least 7 calves among a
minimum of 30 animals seen in surveyslast year. For
thefirst timein years, a northern white rhino was born
in captivity in Dvur Kralovain the Czech Republic,
bringing the number in captivity up to 10.

Other news in brief

It has been a busy period. Kenya is continuing to
implement its new data management system. Experi-
enced Zimbabwean trackers have been brought into

population aussi vite que possible (Les objectifs de
croissance moyenne minimale ont été fixésa s % au
moins par an). Cependant, ces derniéres années, un cer-
tain nombre de populations clés et importantes ont eu
des résultats bien en dessous des niveaux minimaux en
Afrique du sud et dans d' auttres &asimportantsde ' aire
de répartition. Ces piétres performances ont un impact
majeur sur le nombre de rhinos et allongent
considérablement |e temps nécessaire pour atteindre les
objectifs visés pour la méta-population. Rien qu’ en
Afrique du Sud, les performances médiocres des cing
derniéres années ont fait qu'il y aenviron 250 rhinos de
moinsquecequ'il y en aurait eu s lestaux de croissance
antérieurs de la méta-population s étaient maintenus.

En comparant lestaux de croissance actuels avec les
taux antérieurs, uneinitiative importante pour lapériode
couverte par ce rgpport aconsstéen latenue d' un atelier
technique du Groupe de Gestion des Rhinos aur la« gestion
biologique en vue d ateindre les buts de la conservation
des rhinos au niveau continental et régional ». La
réunion, sponsorisée par le Programme régional pour
la conservation des rhinos de la SADC (Southern Af-
rica Development Community) financé par I’ Italie, a
&té organiste par le responsable scientifique du GSRAS.
Lesddégués, qui sont venusdes «Big 4» &asdel’arede
répartition des rhinos nairs, &aient spécialement choisis
pour représenter une section croisée de gestionnaires
de terrain, d’ écologistes de terrain et de théoriciens.
L' atelier a examiné des antécédents, la dynamique des
populations et les théories concernant les pré évements
aussi bien que les approches existantes et les aterna
tives pour arriver a une croissance rapide de la popula
tion et pour S'y maintenir.

Par conséquent, les délégués ont pu faire des
recommandations claires au sujet d’' une stratégie de
déplacement alternative destinée aaméliorer et acon-
server une croissance rapide de laméta-population. La
nouvelle stratégie qu'ils ont recommandée aun certain
nombre d’ avantages pratiques, stratégiques et
biologiques, et |e défi des mois qui viennent sera de
faire conneitre les résultats et les recommandationsis-
sues de cette importante réunion chez les agences de
conservation et les décideurs concernés dans tout e
continent. VVous pouvez trouver plus de détails sur cette
réunion dans la section « Notes du GSRAf » de ce
numéro de Pachyderm.

Rhino blanc du Nord

Fait encourageant, Kes Hillman Smith signale (voir
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the Selous Game Reserve in Tanzaniaon atrial basis
to assist and improve the ongoing monitoring efforts
of the Tanzanian Wildlife Division and its collabo-
rating partners. Potential rhino areas for restocking
have been recently assessed in Botswana. The AfRSG
office has also been corresponding with Rhino Fund
Uganda concerning its efforts to introduce rhinos back
into the country. The SADC programme has approved
alarge number of projects, but unfortunately prob-
lemsin releasing the funds have led to adelay in fully
implementing many of these projects. It is hoped these
problems are only temporary and that the SADC
programme can go on to fulfil its potential. Encour-
agingly, in Zimbabwe aeria surveys of the major low-
veld conservancies have revealed that most of the
rhino seem to have survived the land invasions. How-
ever, it isof concern that a number of black rhinos
had to be treated for snare wounds. In some areas,
fences have been removed and some bush clearing
undertaken. Given the continental importance of some
of these populations, | hope that ongoing efforts to
resolve the land issue in Zimbabwe are successful.
The AfRSG Scientific Officer has been working co-
operatively with Dr Raj Amin of the London Zoo-
logical Society and an M Sc student in mathematics
to continue developing horn fingerprinting analysis
techniques. Interested readers can also get an update
on recent and ongoing rhino work by TRAFFIC from
Simon Milledge's note in ‘ Notes from the African
Rhino Specialist Group'.

Finally, | would like to encourage all membersto
submit suitable short notes to the Scientific Officer
for inclusion in the next edition of Pachyderm.
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les « Notes du GSRAT ») que la derniére population
de rhinos blancs du Nord s est multipliée et qu'il y a
au moins 7 jeunes parmi un minimum de 30 animaux
repérés lors des contréles de |’ année derniére. Pour
la premiére fois depuis des années, un rhino blanc du
Nord est né en captivité a Dvur Kralova, en
République Tcheque, ce qui porte a 10 le nombre
d’animaux en captivité.

Autres nouvelles en bref

Cefut une période trés occupée. Le Kenyacontinue a
mettre en place son nouveau systeme de gestion des
données. Des traqueurs zimbabweéens expérimentés ont
été amenés atitre expérimenta ala Réserve de Faune
de Selous, en Tanzanie, pour assister et améliorer les
efforts actuels de suivi delaDivision Tanzanienne de
lafaune sauvage et de ses collaborateurs. On afait
récemment |’ évaluation d’ aires potentielles pour un
repeuplement en rhinos au Botswana. Le bureau du
GSRAf aauss entretenu une correspondance avec le
Rhino Fund ougandais au sujet de ses efforts pour
réintroduire des rhinos dansle pays. Le programme de
laSADC aapprouvé un grand nombre de projets mais
mal heureusement, des problémes dans le déboursement
des fonds ont entrainé des retards dans la pleine
réalisation d' un certain nombre d’ entre eux. On espére
gue ces problémes ne sont que temporaires et que le
programme de la SADC pourra se poursuivre et
remplir ses objectifs. |l est encourageant de savoir
qu’ au Zimbabwe, les surveillances aériennes des aires
de conservation majeures en plaine ont révélé que la
plupart des rhinos semblaient avoir survécu aux in-
vasions des terres. Il est pourtant inquiétant de
constater qu’il afallu traiter un certain nombre de
rhinos noirs pour des blessures dues a des pieges. A
certains endroits, les cl6tures ont éé enlevéeset on a
commenceé a dégager le sol en brousse. Etant donné
I”importance de certaines de ces populations a
I’ échelle du continent, j’ espére que les efforts en cours
pour résoudre la question fonciére au Zimbabwe
seront fructueux. Le responsable scientifique du
GSRAf travaille en collaboration avec le Dr Rgj Amin
de la Société Zoologique de Londres et avec un
étudiant en sciences mathématiques pour continuer
la mise au point des techniques d’analyse de
I’ empreinte génétique des cornes. Leslecteursintéressss
peuvent aussi découvrir une mise ajour des travaux
récents et en cours de TRAFFIC danslanote de Simon
Milledge, dans les « Notes du GSRAf ».
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Enfin, je voudrais encourager tous les membres
qui le peuvent a soumettre leurs brefs commentaires
au responsable scientifique pour lesinclure dans la
prochaine édition de Pachyderm.

Remerciements

Une fois encore, j'aimerais remercier tout
particulierement le WWF pour |’ aide financiére qu'il
continue a apporter au GSRAf, et sanslaqudleil serait
impossible de travailler efficacement.

Asian Rhino Specialist Group report
Rapport du Groupe des Spécialistes des Rhinos d’Asia

Mohd Khan bin Momin Khan, Chair/Président, with/avec Thomas J. Foose and
Nico van Strien, Programme Officers/Responsables de Programme

International Rhino Foundation
20 Pen Mar Street, Waynesboro, PA 17268, USA
email: iftom@aol.com

On 13 September 2001, a healthy mae Sumatran rhi-
noceros calf was born at the Cincinnati Zoo (in Ohio,
USA) after a gestation period of 475 days. Thisisthe
first calf to have been both born and bred in captivity
since 1889, when the only other birth of this species
in total captivity occurred. The male calf weighed 33
kg (72.6 Ibs.) at birth and added 40 kg (88 Ibs)) in its
first month. ASRSG congratulates Dr Terri Roth and
staff at Cincinnati Zoo, including former director Ed
Maruska, and rhino keeper Steve Romo (how on
secondment to the Sumatran Rhino Center at Sungai
Dusun, Peninsula Malaysia). More information, in-
cluding many pictures, is available on the Cincinnati
Zoo Web site (www.cincyzoo.org) and various other
linked Web sites (for example, www.rhinos-irf.org).

Thomas J. Foose describes the birth as an epochal
event in the conservation of this species. In 1982, seri-
ous discussion gtarted on the possibility, feasibility and
desirability of developing a captive propagation
programme as part of the conservation strategy for the
Sumatran rhino. In a specia meeting in Singaporein
1984, the Species Survivd Commission of [IUCN trans-
lated these discussionsinto recommendetions and plans
to proceed with the propagation programmein Indone-
sia, Peninsula Mdaysia and Sabah.

Since then, 40 Sumatran rhinos have been moved
into captivity. But for along time, the programme lan-
guished for avariety of reasons, including: the vicissi-

Le 13 septembre, est né au zoo de Cincinnati un petit
rhinocéros de Sumatra méle en bonne santé, aprés
une gestation qui aduré 475 jours. C'est le premier
bébé qui ait été concu et soit né en captivité depuis
1889, date de la seule autre naissance en captivité
totale pour cette espéce. Le petit méle pesait 33 kg a
la naissance et il a pris 40 kg de plus au cours du
premier mois. Le GSRAsféicitele Dr Terri Roth et
le personnel du zoo de Cincinnati, y compris son an-
cien directeur, Ed Maruska, et le gardien des rhinos,
Steve Romo (qui seconde actuellement |e personnel
du Centre pour le Rhino de Sumatra a Sungai Dusun,
dans la péninsule Malaise). On peut trouver plus
d’'informations, et de nombreuses photos, sur le site
Web du Zoo de Cincinnati (www.cincyzoo.org) et sur
divers autres sites liés (ex. www.rhinos-irf.org)
Thomas J.Foose décrit la naissance comme un
événement qui fera date dans la conservation de cette
espéce. C'est en 1982 qu’ ont commence les discus-
sions sur lapossibilité, lafaisabilité et I’ &propos du
développement d’ un programme de propagation en
captivité, dans le cadre de la stratégie de conserva-
tion pour le rhino de Sumatra. Lors d’ une réunion
spéciale a Singapour en 1984, la Commission de
Sauvegarde des Especes de I’ UICN atraduit cesdis-
cussions en recommandations et en plans destinés &
donner suite au programme de propagation en
Indonésie, dans la Péninsule Malaise et a Sabah.

Pachyderm No. 31 July—December 2001

11



tudes of obtaining adult males and femalesin the same
place at the same time; the challenges in husbandry of
this speciesin captivity; and, as reveaded more recently,
the complexity of the reproductive biology of the
Sumatran rhino. Thisrhino isan induced ovulator, and
the males and femal es exhibit much aggression towards
each other except (usualy) during the brief periods of
oestrus. As aresult of these factors, there have been
many desths but no births of the Sumatran rhinoin cap-
tivity, causing much disappointment, frustration and
controversy among conservationists.

Progress and success are occurring in large part
because of more communication and cooperation
between managers and scientists in major range
states—Indonesia and Malaysia—as well as with
Canada, Germany, the Netherlands and the United
States. Two major workshops (in 1999 and 2000)
under joint auspices of ASRSG and the International
Rhino Foundation have contributed significantly by
convening virtually all of the managers, scientists,
and conservationists working on managed breeding.
Indeed, the successful pregnancy and birth at Cincin-
nati may have been the result of progesterone supple-
ment that was a recommendation of the March 2000
workshop.

Efforts continue, with reasonable success, to pro-
tect the estimated 300 Sumatran rhinos still in the wild.
In situ conservation remains ASRSG' s priority. How-
ever, the many challenges and uncertainties are in-
tensifying. ASRSG till believes that the most viable
strategy against such challenges and uncertaintiesis
to diversify the conservation programme to the maxi-
mum, in other words, to have sustai nable populations
of Sumatran rhinosin as many places and in as many
ways as possible. Thus, ASRSG considers the man-
aged breeding programme an integral component of
the conservation of the Sumatran rhino.

The speciesis neither safe in the forest nor, more
figuratively, yet out of the woods. A single birthisa
significant breakthrough but in itself does not ensure
the survival of the species. However, since applying
scientific resources has resulted in a birth a Cincinnati,
hopes are high that soon more females will aso pro-
duce calves at the managed breeding centresin native
habitats. At Sungai Dusun, Dr Aidi Mohd and Mohd
Khan are progressing significantly toward inducing
pregnanciesin three females with help from Dr Terri
Roth and Steve Romo from Cincinnati, and Dr Robin
Radcliffe and his brother, Dr Rolfe Radcliffe from the
Fossil Rim Wildife Center in Texas. At Way Kambas,

Depuis lors, 40 rhinos de Sumatra ont été placés
en captivité. Longtemps, le programme a vivoté pour
toute une variété de raisons comme par exemple, la
difficulté de réunir des méles et des femelles adultes
au méme endroit et au méme moment, les défis que
pose |’ élevage de cette espéce en captivité et, € ément
révélé plus récemment, la complexité de la biologie
de lareproduction chez le rhino de Sumatra. Ce rhino
est un ovulateur induit, et males et femelles
manifestent beaucoup d’ agressivité les uns enversles
autres sauf (d’habitude) aux bréves périodes de
chaleurs. C'est en raison de cesfacteursqu'il y aeu
beaucoup de morts mais aucune naissance de rhino
de Sumatra en captivité, ce qui a entrainé des
déceptions, de la frustration et de nombreuses
controverses entre |es partisans de la conservation.

Des progreés et |e succes sont dus en grande partie
au fait que lacommunication et la coopération sont
meilleures entre les gestionnaires et |es scientifiques
des principaux états de |'aire de répartition,
I"Indonésie et laMalaisie, ainsi qu’ avec le Canada,
I’ Allemagne, les Pays-Bas et |es Etats-Unis. Deux
importants ateliers, tenus sous les auspices du GSRAs
et delaFIR, y ont contribué de fagon significative en
réunissant virtuellement tous les gestionnaires, les
scientifiques et les partisans de la conservation qui
travaillent sur la reproduction assistée. En effet, la
gestation réussie et la naissance a Cincinnati sont peut-
étre le résultat d’' un supplément de progestérone qui
était une des recommandations de I’ atelier de mars
2000.

Les efforts continuent, avec des succes
raisonnables, pour protéger les quelque 300 rhinos
de Sumatra qui vivent encore en liberté. La conser-
vationin situreste une priorité du GSRAs. Cependant,
les nombreux défis et les incertitudes s'intensifient.
Le GSRAs croit encore que la stratégie la plus efficace
pour faire face aces défis et a cesincertitudes consiste
adiversifier au maximum le programme de conser-
vation, en d' autres termes, a avoir des populations
viables de rhinos de Sumatra au plus grand nombre
d’endroits possible et ales gérer des fagons les plus
diverses possibles. Le GSRAS considére donc que le
programme de reproduction assistée fait intégraement
partie de la conservation du rhino de Sumatra.

L’ espéce n’est en sécurité ni dans laforét, ni—dit
de facon plusimagée—nhors du bois. Toute naissance
est une percée significative mais elle ne garantit pas
en soi la survie de |’ espéce. Pourtant, puisqu’ en
employant les ressources scientifiques, on a obtenu
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Binais considered a healthy, reproductive femae. She
has copul ated numerous times with the male Torgamba,
who formerly was at the Port Lympne Zoo in the UK
for years, many of those yearswithout afemale. He has
become more active and successful in his attempts at
mating. However, to date, he has only achieved partia
intromissions. The problem has now been diagnosed
by Dr Mohd Agil as probably an unusually tough and
intact hymen. Attempts to remedy this problem are un-
der way. At Sepilok in Sabah, reportsindicate the fe-
maleiscycling regularly.

In conclusion, there is more reason for hope and
optimism than there has been in along time.

une naissance au zoo de Cincinnati, on espére
beaucoup que d’ autres femelles auront aussi des
jeunes dans les centres de reproduction assistée des
habitats d’ origine. A Sungai Dusun, le Dr Aidi Mohd
et Mohd Khan font des progrés significatifs dans
I"induction d’ une gestation chez trois femelles, avec
I’aide du Dr Terri Roth et de Steve Romo, de Cincin-
nati, et du Dr Robin Radcliffe et de son frére le Dr
Rolfe Radcliffe du Fossil Rim Wildlife Center, au
Texas. A Way Kambas, on considére que Binaest une
femelle reproductrice en bonne santé. Elle s’ est
accouplée de nombreuses fois avec le méle Torgamba,
qui est resté des années au zoo de Port Lympne, en
Grande Bretagne, la plupart de temps sansfemélle. |1
est devenu plus actif et réussit mieux ses tentatives
d' accouplement. Cependant, il n"ajusqu’ici réuss que
des intromissions partielles. Le Dr Mohd Agil a
maintenant situé le probleme qui serait dd a un hy-
men intact et exceptionnellement résistant. On essaie
actuellement de remédier ace probleme. A Sepilok, a
Sabah, des rapports indiquent que lafemelle a des
cyclesréguliers.

En conclusion, on peut direqu’il y aplus deraisons
que jamais d’ espérer et d’ étre optimiste.
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Abstract

Fifty-eight white rhinos and five black rhinos were killed by elephants in Hluhluwe-Umfolozi Park between
1991 and 2001. The culprits were probably young male elephants that are entering musth younger in the
absence of older males. Rhino deaths were more frequent from July to December and were distributed through-
out the reserve. Deaths were associated with rivers, with 76% of carcasses being within 1 km of ariver.
Deaths were predominantly adult rhinos (86%), with aratio of about 0.762:1x". Given the success of the
introduction of older male elephants to Pilanesberg National Park, which stopped young bulls entering musth
and ended rhinos, being killed by elephants, introducing older male elephants is supported as a solution for
Hluhluwe-Umfolozi Park, and for al reserves that have this problem.

Résumé

Les ééphants du Parc de HIuhluwe-Umfolozi ont tué cinquante-huit rhinos blancs et cing rhinos noirs entre 1991
€t 2001. Les coupables sont probablement desjeunes méles qui entrent en « musth » plus jeunes en I’ absence de
males plus &gés. Les morts de rhinos étaient plus fréquentes entrejuillet et décembre et se répartissaient dans toute
laréserve. Les morts étaient associées aux cours d' eau ; on atrouvé 76 % des carcasses amoins d' un kilométre
d'uneriviére. Les morts touchaient surtout les rhinos adultes (86 %) dans un rapport de 0,76 femelle pour 1 méle.
Etant donné le succés gu’ aconnu laréntroduction d' él éphants mées plus 8gés dans e Parc Nationd de Pilanesberg,
qui amisun terme al’ entrée en musth précoce des jeunes males et al’ exécution de rhinos par les @éphants, on
encourage I introduction d' éléphants males plus &gés dans |e Parc de Hluhuwe-Umfolozi, ce qui serait sans doute
une solution la et dans toutes les réserves qui connaissent ce probléme.

Introduction ‘Lower Risk: Conservation Dependent’ and will be-
The black rhinoceros, Diceros bicornisLinnaeus, 1758,  come ‘Near Threatened' in the 2001 IUCN reclassifi-
is‘ Threatened: Critically Endangered’ and the white  cation (Hilton-Taylor 2000). Hluhluwe-Umfolozi Park
rhinoceros, Ceratotheriumsimum Burchell, 1817,is  (HUP) isworld famous as the reserve where the last
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population of the southern white rhino ex-
ists, and all current populations of the
southern white rhino are derived from ani-
mals exported from this park. HUP isalso
one of two reservesin South Africathat
had naturally occurring black rhinos, and
most other black rhino populationsin South
Africaare derived from animals exported
from HUP. The conservation of these two
species by the then Natal Parks Board (now
KwaZulu-Natd Wildlife) is one of the suc-
cess stories of modern conservation. HUP
today is one of two parksthat conserve Key
1 black and Key 1 white rhino populations,
asrated by the African Rhino Specialist
Group. It includes 37% of South Africa's
black rhinos and 17% of its white rhinos
(as of 1999).

Despite the success of rhino conser-
vation in South Africa, each individual
still represents a valuable resource, both
for direct conservation and for sale to
raise additional funds for conservation
purposes. Auction pricesin June 2001 for
the white rhino were USD 20,000 and s s i
USD 33,000 for males and females re- ey W
spectively and for the black rhino were 3 i —
over USD 65,000 each (KwaZulu-Natal == S
Wildlife unpublished auction prices). Elephant tusk holes are clearly evident on the carcass of this rhino.

An unusual, but not unique, situation
has arisen in HUP. African elephants, Loxodonta  black (n = 5) and white rhinos (n = 58), mainly through
africana Blumenbach, 1797, have been killing both  tusk wounds made to the shoulder and chest area. This
abnormal behaviour has been described from
anumber of reserves but has mainly occurred
in Pilanesberg National Park (PNP), where
between 1992 and 1997 elephants killed up
to 50 white rhinos (Slotow and van Dyk
2001). The culprit elephants were young
males (17-25 years old) who were entering
adtate of musth (heightened aggression from
eevated hormones associated with reproduc-
tive competition—Poole and M oss 1981)

KZ-N Wildlife

KZ-N Wildlife

'-'- - o - well ahead of schedule—from 18 years of

age as opposed to anormal age of 28 years

(Poole 1987)—and were doing so because

of the absence of an older male hierarchy

(Slotow et al. 2000). These young malesre-

Evidence! This action shot, although blurred, shows an mained from culled family groupsin Kruger
elephant attacking a rhino and goring it from behind and National Park (KNP) and matured in the ab-
above with its tusks. sence of dominant bulls. The problemin PNP
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was solved by introducing six older male elephants, up
to 35 years of age, from KNP in early 1998. The older
introduced bulls suppressed the musth of the young
males, and e ephantsin PNP have caused no subsequent
rhino deaths (Slotow et a. 2000).

Elephants were previoudy extirpated from HUP and
wereintroduced back into it from KNP gtarting in 1983
(detailed in Dominy et a. 1998). The HUP elephant
population was thus founded in 1983, with dl founders
being young animals orphaned from culling. Asare-
sult, there was no structured age hierarchy, asthe old-
et maeswere about 25 years of age by 2000. After the
success of the PNP project, 10 older male elephants
were introduced from KNP to HUPin May 2000. The
results of that introduction are currently being moni-
tored. This paper documents patterns of mortality of
black and white rhinosin HUP caused by elephants.

Methods

All records are from rhino carcasses that field scouts
found in the reserve. Field scouts patrol the entire re-
serve, regularly covering each part of it. On finding a
carcass, scouts noted if elephant was the cause of mor-
taity. Thiswould apply to carcasses found within seven
daysof death, when such determinations could be made.
With carcasses older than this, the cause of death was
noted as unknown, and those carcasses are not included
inthisanalysis. The information provided in this paper
is thus a minimum assessment of the mortality from

elephants. However, as the patrols were regular, most
carcasses were detected within aweek. Desth was at-
tributed to elephant by observing the injuries that re-
sulted in death (based on autopsy by a veterinarian or
assessment by the section ranger), or interpreting the
tracksin the area (by experienced scouts), or both. For
each carcass, the date; the location of the carcass; the
age, as determined by trained and experienced scouts
and section rangers; and the sex, where possible, were
noted. Data were collated and stored at the central da-
tabase at Hluhluwe Research Centre.

Datawere spatially referenced using GPS locations
or estimations from 1:50,000 maps (point accuracy =
+500 m). Mapswere produced in Arcview (ESRI). Dis-
tance from rivers was cal culated using the buffer func-
tion, with 200-m buffers being created, and the number
of deaths within each buffered distance being extracted.

Results

Five black rhinos and 58 white rhinos have been killed
in Hluhluwe-Umfolozi Park up to October 2001. The
first death, of an adult female black rhino, occurred on
20 September 1991, and two white rhinos were killed
shortly after this, on 8 October 1991 (unsexed adult)
and 11 October 1991 (adult mal€). The next death was
of an adult femae white rhino in May 1995. From June
1996 to the end of 1998, deaths occurred sporadically
in clugters of oneto three months (fig. 1). In June 1999,
the frequency of deaths increased markedly, with 21

6 -
[[] white rhino [H black rhino
5 1 blackrhino - 1 death in Sep 1991 1
white rhino - 2 deaths in Oct 1991 I

4 7 1 death in May 1995 I I
u
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1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001

Figure 1. Sequence of deaths caused by elephants in Hluhluwe-Umfolozi Park on a monthly basis (gaps
indicate months, with long tick at year-end and medium tick between June and July). To increase clarity, the
first four deaths are not shown at the beginning of the sequence.
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deaths (including 4 black rhinos) by the end of 1999.
Ten older male elephants, up to 45 years of age, were
introduced to HUP from Kruger National Park in May
2000. The number of deaths in 2000 decreased, and
there were no rhino deaths from elephant between Sep-
tember 2000 and May 2001, two deathsin June 2001,
and no desths from then to October 2001.

12~

10 - [ white rhino [ black rhino

Jumber of deat ks

Deaths were not limited to one age or sex classfor
either species (fig. 5). However, the mgjority of deaths
were of adult animals (84.5% for white rhinos, 80%
for black rhinos—fig. 5). The bias was towards males
over females for both species: white rhino: 0.77% :15
(24%:317 individuas); black rhino: 0.6R:157 (2:3
individuals) (fig. 5).
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Figure 2. Summary of deaths per month caused by elephants in Hluhluwe-Umfolozi Park over the period

from 1991 to October 2001.

Deaths were spread through-
out the year, but there were no | 5]

deaths in January or April. The S

majority of deaths occurred from
July through December (83%),
with the four highest months be-
ing December, July, September
and October (fig. 2).

The deaths were scattered
throughout the reserve (fig. 3).
The early deaths were all in
Hluhluwe, but they spread south
to Umfolozi in 1996. The
elephants were initially concen-
trated in Hluhluwe and ventured
into Umfolozi only in 1995—
1996. Deaths were associated
with river systems, with 76.2%
deaths occurring within 1000 m
of ariver (fig. 4).

N

Figure 3. Distribution and timing
of rhino deaths from elephants
in Hluhluwe-Umfolozi Park.
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Figure 4. The relationship between the location of water and rhino deaths in Hluhluwe-Umfolozi Park.
Deaths tended to be associated with rivers, with 76.2% of deaths within 2000 m of a river.

Discussion

Elephants killing rhinosis clearly not a phenomenon
restricted to HUP. This behaviour, however, isun-
common in populations with normal age structures.
In PNIP, the problem first occurred with any substance
in 1992 and 1994; in HUP, 1996 was the year the
problem first became common.

The problem increased rapidly in HUP, and the
number of deathsin HUP has exceeded those in PNP.
One reason for this may be that PNP management
staff worked to control the problem through culling
mal e elephants located nearest to the rhino deaths.
The culling stopped rhino deaths until the next ele-
phant matured and came into musth.

Most deaths were in the latter half of the year. We
estimate elsewhere (Slotow et al., unpublished data
2001) that at least four elephants were responsible
for the deaths, one active in February—March, onein
June-August, one in September—October, and the last
in November—December. The musth males appear to
be spreading their musth through the year, without
overlapping cycles, which is what occurs in natural
populations (Poole 1987).

The rhinos being killed are predominantly adults,
and dightly more malesthan females. A similar pattern
was observed in PNP, where al ages and both sexes of
rhinos were killed (Slotow and van Dyk 2001). There
isno indication that deaths are related to rhino territo-
rial behaviour. Deaths occur along river valleys, and

our interpretation isthat clashes occur at shared water
access points but are random in other aspects.

Implications from the eventsin PNP and HUP are
that other parks that received orphan el ephants from
KNP cullswill encounter similar problems, and man-
agement should be proactive to prevent further loss
of these valuable rhino species. Given the large num-
ber of rhinos killed by elephantsin PNP and HUP,
the success of introducing big adult male elephants
into PNP (Slotow and van Dyk 2000), and the appar-
ent success of their introduction into HUP (Slotow et
al., unpublished data 2001), we recommend introduc-
ing alimited number of older elephant males from
KNP into each of the populations that lack older
males. However, the number of older males needs to
be carefully considered and should be on the conser-
vative side. The reason for thisis that older male
elephants have a major adverse impact on large aes-
thetic trees such as marula Sclerocaryabirrea (A.
Rich.) Hochst. (personal observationsin both PNP
and HUP), and the impact will increase with the num-
ber of males that are introduced. Given that the pur-
pose of introducing older males is to regulate the
musth of younger males, we recommend two or four
males be introduced to small elephant populations (<
75 animals), and six males be introduced to larger
populations. Close study should be made on the ef-
fects of the introduced males on musth in the resi-
dent young males, and additional males could be in-
troduced if necessary.

18

Pachyderm No. 31 July—December 2001



20 T
white rhino
adult female
s{ B
adult male
16 - adult?
subadult female
14 A subadult male
juvenile female
12 7 juvenile?
? female
10 H
? male
8 —
6 -
4 -
2 -
/
0 / T T T T T T 1
4 -—
black rhino

|, ofl

1991 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001

Figure 5. Breakdown by age and sex of rhinos killed by elephants in Hluhluwe-Umfolozi Park. ? = either age
or sex was indeterminate.
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bicornis minor) populations in the Selous Game Reserve,
Tanzania, 1997-1999
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Abstract

The Selous Game Reserve in Tanzania has the most northerly population of the black rhino subspecies,
Diceros bicornis minor in Africa. Over the past 50 years, numbers have decreased considerably from an
estimated 2000 in the mid-1900s to a few small and scattered metapopulations identified in the late 1990s.
This paper summarizes the results of a survey of five populations undertaken between 1997 and 1999 with the
objective of determining the suitability of establishing one or more Intensive Protection Zones for the man-
agement of rhinosin the reserve. Four small, discrete, breeding populations were investigated: Kidai with 5—
7 rhinos, Lukuliro with 10-15, Nahomba with 3—4, and Horogwe with 5-8. No rhinos were found in the
Nauale area. There are possibly an additional 10-20 rhinos scattered about the reserve, making atotal of 30—
50. Asthe adjoining Lukuliro and Nahomba areas contain possibly the most viable of al presently known
rhino populationsin the reserve, it is recommended that these areas be managed jointly asthefirst Intensive
Protection Zone for the Selous Game Reserve. This paper also details the conservation and management
status of each population surveyed and gives some management recommendations. The constraints under
which the Tanzania Wildlife Division isworking are critical, and it urgently needs an infusion of funds and
expertiseif it isto save this last remaining metapopulation of D. b. minor in Tanzania.

Résumé

La Réserve de faune de Selous en Tanzanie contient la population la plus au nord pour I’ Afrique de la sous-
espéce de rhino noir Diceros bicornis minor. Au cours des 50 derniéres années, leur nombre a diminué
considérablement ; au milieu des années 1900, on estimait leur nombre a 2000 environ, et verslafin des
années 1990, on n’a plus identifié que quel ques petites méta-popul ations éparpillées. Cet article résume les
résultats d’ une étude de cing populations qui a été réalisée entre 1997 et 1999 dans le but de déterminer s'il
était souhaitable de créer une ou plusieurs Zones de Protection Intensive pour la gestion des rhinos de la
réserve. On a éudié quatre petites populations reproductrices discrétes : Kidai, qui compte 57 rhinos, Lukuliro,
avec 10-15 rhinos, Nahomba, 3—4 rhinos et Horogwe, 5-8 rhinos (on n’en atrouveé aucun a Naluale). |1 est
possible gu'il y ait entre 10 et 20 rhinos supplémentaires dispersés dans laréserve, ce qui ferait un total
compris entre 30 et 50. Comme les zones voisines de Lukuliro et de Nahomba abritent peut-étre les plus
viables de toutes |es populations de rhinos connues aujourd’ hui dans la réserve, on recommande de gérer
ensemble ces deux zones comme étant la premiére zone de protection intensive dans la Réserve de faune de
Selous. Cet article détaille aussi |e statut de la conservation et de la gestion de chaque population surveillée et
donne quel ques recommandations en matiére de gestion. Les contraintes avec lesquellesla Tanzania Wildlife
Division doit travailler sont énormes et il y a un besoin urgent de fonds et d’ expertise si I’ on veut sauver la
derniére méta-population de D. b. minor de Tanzanie.
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Introduction

Tanzania has two subspecies of black rhino, Diceros
bicornis michaeli and D. b. minor, the former occur-
ring in the north, the latter in the south of the country
(fig. 1). In the 1970s it was estimated that Tanzania
had atotal population of about 10,000 black rhinos
and as aresult of extensive and protracted poaching
for horns, this number had been reduced to about 3800
by 1980 and 100 by 1992 (Tanzania 1993). By the
late 1990s, few animals still existed in their former
range, and their survival throughout the country now
hangs in the balance. The viability of the few remain-

30E 32 34 34

ing rhino populations in Ngorongoro Crater and

Serengeti National Park isuncertain. It was estimated
that there were perhaps 3000 rhinos in the Selous
Game Reserve (SGR) in 1981 (Stephenson 1987). By
the late 1900s, poaching had taken its toll and the
population status of these animals was a matter of

pure speculation. However, investigations during the
early 1990s (Stronach 1991; Laurie 1991) identified

four discrete breeding populations of D. b. minor re-

maining in the Selous Game Reserve.

In 1996, the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF),
in accordance with the 1993 National Rhino Policy
and Management Plan, agreed to assist the Tanzania

3 44
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Figure 1. Historical and present distribution of the two taxonomic units of the black rhinoceros Diceros
bicornis michaeli in the north and D. b. minor in the south of Tanzania (after Severre 1993).
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Wildlife Division to update its information on the
status of some of these Selous populations with aview
to:

« providing current information that would assist the
Wildlife Division to determine a future manage-
ment strategy for the conservation of the SGR's
remaining rhino population, and

 possibly establishing one or more of these areas as
an Intensive Protection Zone (IPZ) for rhinos.

In 1997, | submitted an application to the US Fish
and Wildlife Service for financial support under the
Rhinoceros and Tiger Conservation Fund (Morgan-
Davies 1997). The grant, approved in February 1997,
covered field-staff training in rhino monitoring and
the surveying of five black rhino populationsin the
SGR with aview to their future conservation through
the establishment of 1PZs.

Survey results

Based on observations by Stronach (1991) and Laurie
(1991) and aerial surveys | made before the ground
surveys, five rhino locations were selected and sur-
veyed—Kidai, Lukuliro, Nahomba, Naluale and
Horogwe—artotal core area of about 1080 km?.

Kidai

LOCATION

The Kidai rhino areaislocated in the northern sector
of the reserve immediately north of the Rufiji River
and within the only area of the SGR designated for
tourist game viewing and not for hunting. It encloses
acore area of about 300 km2.

Within this area are three tourist camp concessions:
Beho Beho, Sand River and Stiegler’s Gorge. Sand
River Camp plays an important part in helping the
Wildlife Division to maintain ranger morale and effi-
ciency and thus provides security for thislast remain-
ing, northernmost population of D. b. minor along
the banks of the Rufiji River.

VEGETATION

Unlike the vast area of predominantly Brachystegia
woodland that extends southwards from the Rufiji, the
northern area of the reserveis primarily light Acacia—
Combretum wooded grassland with numerous lakes,
swamps and areas of dense Hyphaene pams along sec-

tions of the Rufiji River. The banks of the Rufiji, Ruaha
and Sumbadsi have relatively small areas of riparian
forest of varying density. The 120-m high, east-facing,
rocky escarpment between Kipaldaand Mtundus Hills
is covered with adense stand of stunted Julbernardia—
Brachystegia woodland. Elsewhere, small isolated
patches of thicket and forest occur.

WATER

More than adequate water is available for rhinos
throughout the year from the Ruaha and Rufiji Riv-
ers. The Sumbadsi, Beho Beho and other minor
streams almost invariably dry up during the dry sea
son from July to November. Despite there being wa
ter in the Ruaha and Rufiji Rivers, however, avail-
able evidence indicates that rhinos seldom use them.
The disturbance of tourist motorboats originating from
Sand River Camp, the presence of poachers operat-
ing along these two rivers, and fear of the large popu-
lation of Nile crocodiles perhaps compels these ani-
mals to drink elsewhere. During much of the year
rhinos drink from the smaller streams and temporary
pools of surface water. During the dry season they
concentrate around the few perennial springs located
below the Kipalala escarpment and the remaining
pools of water along the lower reaches of the
Sumbadsi River.

RHINO NUMBERS AND DISTRIBUTION

Rhino signsindicate a possible small breeding popu-
lation of 57 animals. A fresh track of one calf was
recorded. Itstrack details:

Date: 23 August 1997

Track width: 16.5cm

Accompanied by one adult

Provided there are no losses from poaching or
natural causes, the population should slowly increase.
However, the question of long-term viability of avery
small, isolated population is pertinent. It has not yet
been possible to determine the demographics of this
population, although it should become evident within
the next 2-3 years, as the local ranger force is now
better trained and equipped. Unlike elsewhere in the
SGR, where rhinos are very rarely seen, rangers and
visitors do occasionally see arhino in the Kidai area.
About mid-1950, avisitor to the Sand River Camp
areafor thefirst time successfully photographed what
appeared to be a subadult male (Elizabeth Theobald,
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pers. comm. 1997). Doubtless, additiona photographs
of these particular animals will be taken in time.
Infrared beam-operated cameras have been procured
for the Kidai area and results are awaited.

SECURITY

Poachers travelling up and down the Rufiji River from
Maloka and its neighbouring villages along the banks
of the river, just outside the north-eastern boundary
of the reserve, are a constant threst to Kidai. Although
poaching for fish and snaring animals may be their
primary objective, the presence of a
rhino is undoubtedly a great temptation.
Heavy poaching also occurs along the
Ruaha River. Thiswas graphicaly re-
confirmed recently (Richard Barnwell,

pers. comm. 1999) when nearly 50
poacher camps and considerable poach-
ing activity were recorded along an ap-

proximately 30-km stretch of the north-

ern bank of thisriver.

The Kidai rhinos are the only popu-
lation of this speciesin the SGR that have
had a permanent force of rangers dedi-
cated to their security for the past few
years. Thisis made possible through the
financia support of the directors of Sand
River Camp. However, the enthusiasm
and competence of the rangersislim-
ited, and they arein need of good lead-
ership in the field. The constant provi-
sion of suitable field equipment and
clothing by their mentors does not auto-
matically ensuretheir efficiency. A dedi-
cated officer is needed who will provide
daily motivation and |eadership, and ad-
ditional practical training in rhino track-
ing. It isimportant that rangers spend
more time covering the whole rhino area
on foot and camping out more frequently
while on patrol, rather than focusing their
activities on the immediate area of their
permanent camp.

Max Morgan-Davies

Lukuliro
LOCATION

The Lukuliro rhino population islocated
immediately north of the Lukuliro River

headwaters within the eastern sector of the reserve.
The area surveyed is about 370 kn? in extent and prob-
ably represents the core area of this population. The
Lukuliro, Kitope and Kinjekenjeke Rivers more or
less form the boundary of the area. It is a favoured
areafor licensed trophy hunterslooking for elephant
and buffao.

VEGETATION

The predominant vegetation of the eastern sector of
the reserve is the almost ubiquitous Brachystegia

The Lukuliro River looking upstream to its source in the Liwande
Hills.
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woodland. However, it isthe vast dry, sand areas of
coastal thicket, dominated by a mixture of evergreen
Canthiumand deciduous Margaritaria spp. that make
this area of the reserve so important. Itsrelative inac-
cessibility because of the dense impenetrable nature
of the vegetation makes these thickets an ided refuge
for rhinos. Although the area surveyed is only about
350 km?, the Lukuliro thicket area extends at least an
additional 500 km? to the north. An aerial survey to
the north of the Kinjekenjeke River during the dry
season reveal ed neither obvious signs nor actual pres-
ence of rhinos, so it was not included in the subse-
quent ground survey of Lukuliro.

WATER

During the wet season, from November to January
and from March to June, adequate water is readily
available in the mgjor rivers and in shallow pans and

mud wallows. However, by the height of the dry sea
son in September—October all major streams, includ-
ing the Lukuliro River, have dried up and uncontrolled
bush fires are prevalent. Even the vast and relatively
luxuriant thicket areais devoid of water for much of
the year. At thistime the only water to be found isin
holes dug by elephantsin the dry bed of the Lukuliro
River, and in afew small springs, also maintained by
elephants, along the dry watercourses that lead into
the headwaters of the Lukuliro. It is these few vital
perennia springs that the Lukuliro rhinos depend upon
for their dry-season water. The majority of these pe-
rennial waterholes are located in relatively open
Brachystegia woodland just outside the major thicket
area. This makes the rhinos extremely vulnerable to
poachers.

Although up to three rhinos have occasionally been
seen around these springs during daylight hours, most

The ubiquitous Brachystegia woodlands dominate the Selous Game Reserve vegetation southwards from
the Rufiji River.

Pachyderm No. 31 July—December 2001

25



Max Morgan-Davies

A relatively large thicket
waterhole at the onset of
the dry season.

Max Morgan-Davies

return to cover shortly
before daylight. In this
way they reduce the risk
of being ambushed by
poachers.

RHINO NUMBERS AND
DISTRIBUTION

The Lukuliro area appears
to have the largest num-
| ber of rhinos of the five
Dry-season waterhole in one of the watercourses that flow into the Lukuliro areas so far surveyed in
River headwaters. the SGR. It is estimated

that there is a breeding
activity is at night (Hassan Ndauka, pers. comm.  population of 10-15 animals. This could include up
1997). Emerging from the thickets shortly after  to four accompanied calves and five unaccompanied
nightfall, the rhinos make for the springsand normaly  sub-adult animals (table 1).
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Table 1. Track details of rhino calves and subadults
recorded in the Lukuliro area.

Date Track Notes

(2997) width (cm)

20 Sep 17.0 accompanied by 1 adult
23 Sep 17.5 single animal

23 Sep 18.0 single animal

23 Sep 17.0 single animal

16 Oct 175 accompanied by 2 adults
20 Oct 17.0 accompanied by 2 adults
23 Oct 15.5 accompanied by 2 adults

Although so far thereis no information on the demo-
graphics of these animals, it does appear to be a vi-
able population with a healthy proportion of calves
and subadult animals. It is certainly the largest single
metapopulation of rhino so far recorded in the SGR
and, together with the Nahomba area, L ukuliro should
be considered for IPZ status.

During the dry season when rivers, streams and most
poolsare dry, the Lukuliro rhino popul ation appears to
be concentrated within a core area of about 150 km?
However, unlike the Kidai rhinos that do not seem to
move any great distance from their core area around

Aerial view of one of the many seismic cut lines.

Mtundusi and Kipalala, the Lukuliro wet-season dis-
persal area may extend for an additional 500 km? or
more to the west and north. The heavy cover of inter-
vening wooded grasslands between thicket areas dur-
ing the verdant wet season provides greater conceal -
ment for rhinos and may enable them to move from
one metapopulation to another during thistime of the
year—a possibility that warrants urgent investigation
in the interest of breeding and the long-term viability
of these scattered rhino populations.

SECURITY

Despite rhinos having been documented as occurring
inthe Lukuliro areafor the past decade, the only pro-
tection these animals received before 1997 was oc-
casional foot patrols by Wildlife Division rangers sta-
tioned at Kingupira, about 100 km to the east. In the
main these patrols kept to the few well-marked ve-
hicle tracks maintained by professional hunting con-
cessionaires, and to the still clearly visible seismic
survey linesthat criss-cross alarge part of the reserve.
Most of the rangers are poorly trained, equipped,
armed and motivated, and until this survey there were
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no written records available of rhino incidence other
than those recalled from memory by members of the
staff. Although thisimportant rhino populationislo-
cated relatively deep within the SGR, it is not be-
yond the reach of the numerous elephant poachers
who live in and around the Maloka complex of vil-
lages and who are such anirritant to the Kidai area.
It ishighly likely that the old seismic survey lines
are still being used by elephant and rhino poachers
toinfiltrate deep into the reserve.

The dangers of poaching are particularly high dur-
ing the wet season when ill-equipped Wildlife Divi-
sion patrols are even less frequent than during the
dry season. The areaiis presently covered by adequate
patrol roads, and making any additional tracks, like
the track passing the important water points along
the upper reaches of the Nahomba River, would be
counter-productive. In general, the most effective
anti-poaching is done not by vehicle but by conscien-
tious and continuous foot patrols throughout the year.

The present rhino base camp on the northern banks
of the Lukuliro River is strategically located to cover
both the Lukuliro and the Nahomba rhino areas. For
security and administrative purposes, it isimportant
that the old Lukuliro airstrip be made serviceable once

i

again, and that anew all-weather road from Kingupira
to the Lukuliro base camp be completed as soon as

possible.

Nahomba
LOCATION

The Nahombarhino areaislocated in the eastern sec-
tor of the SGR around the headwaters of the Nahomba
River and about 10 km south-west of the Lukuliro
River rhino base camp. Laurie (1991) separated the
Nahomba from the Lukuliro area, possibly for rea-
sons associated with the methodology of his survey.
Although the Nahomba rhino areais about 400 km?
in total, time constraints allowed for only about 60
km? of it to be surveyed.

VEGETATION

Compared with the adjacent Lukuliro area, the
Nahomba vegetation is primarily Brachystegia and
Pterocarpuswoodland with relatively small patches
of coastal thicket. Some thicket patches appear to be
decreasing in area as aresult of fire damage. This
observation is purely subjective but the subject de-

Many of the smaller patches of thicket appear to be decreasing in area as a result of annual dry-season fire

damage.
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A shallow dry-season waterhole in the bed of the
Nahomba River near its headwaters.

serves further investigation in light of the importance
of these thickets for rhinos.

WATER

Although the Nahomba River normally flows during
the height of the wet season, only five residual
waterholes (maintained by elephants) supply water
to this area during much of the rest of the year.

RHINO NUMBERS AND DISTRIBUTION

Within the approximately 60 km? of areasurveyed, the
tracks of three to four individual rhinos were identi-
fied. All were recorded within afew kilometres of the
Nahomba headwaters. It is not possible to estimate the
extent of movement of these few animals, although it
islikely thet they move between Nahombaand Lukuliro,
and possibly even further westward.

SECURITY

Many years ago the Wildlife Division permitted the con-
struction of avehicle track that runsfor adistance of 9

km parald to the upper reaches of the NahombaRiver.
Thetrack islessthan 100 m from theriver and has full
view of four of the five waterholes. At one waterhole
there was a much-used and annually refurbished tree
hide. Such hides should be forbidden in areas where
there are rhinos. The temptation for poachers to use
such gratuitous constructions from which to shoot at,
or follow up, adrinking rhino or elephant is obvious.
At one waterhole the survey team found a dead ele-
phant. The body wastoo putrefied to ascertain the cause
of death. Anti-poaching patrolsin the Nahomba area
are asinfrequent asin the Lukuliro area.

Naluale

LOCATION

The Nalude rhino areais located in the southern sec-
tor of the SGR along its southern boundary. The area
straddles a number of small perennial streams that
make up the headwaters of the Naluale River. Ap-
proximately one-third of the arealiesin the
Udendeule Forest Reserve, which is outside the
Selous Game Reserve, and the remaining two-thirds
within the reserve—atotal area of about 100 km?.

VEGETATION

Compared with much of the SGR, the more steeply
undulating countryside around the Naluale River
headwaters has a relatively thin cover of open
Brachystegia wooded grasslands and eroded ridge-
tops. There are scattered patches of light riverine
forest.

WATER

Water isrelatively easily found throughout the year
in many of the smaller streams that run into the
Naluale River.

RHINO NUMBERS AND DISTRIBUTION

This areawas investigated by Laurie (1991) and evi-
dence of a small number of rhinos was recorded.
However, the present survey disclosed no signs of
rhinos. From field investigations and discussions with
the local rangers, it now seems unlikely that rhinos
exist in any viable numbers east of the Ligombe and
Naluale headwaters. Thisis not, however, the situa-
tion around the headwaters of the Horogwe River,
about 25 km to the west.
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Nahomba River.

SECURITY

Foot patrolsin the Naluale area are infrequent and no
specia effort is made by Wildlife Division field staff
stationed at Likuyu Sekamaganga to investigate and
monitor the occurrence of rhinos in this southern ex-
tremity of the SGR. The areaimmediately outside
the southern boundary of the reserve (where rhinos

One of the many eroded ridgetops in the Naluale area.

Carcass of an elephant found by the survey team at the head of the

are aleged to occur) is designated a
wildlife management areain which

villagers have rights to use wildlife
on a sustainable basis. The only
wildlife seen by the survey team
while working in the Naluale and
Horogwe areas was a single genet
cat and alone buffalo. Animal tracks
of any sort were ararity. It is debat-
able if the reduction of rhinos be-

tween Laurie’' s 1991 survey and this
1998 survey seven years later isdue
to human disturbance or to anatura

movement of these animalswithin a
greater home range.
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Horogwe
LOCATION

The areawas chosen for survey asa
result of an earlier aerial investigation and discus-
sions held with the Wildlife Division staff stationed
at Likuyu Sekamaganga. The areaiis |ocated around
the headwaters of the Horogwe River between the
Luwegu and Ligombe Rivers in the southern sector
of the SGR. Like the Naluale area, the southern
boundary of the reserve passes through the Horogwe
survey area from south-east to north-west.
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Although the area surveyed was only about 250 km?
in extent, this could have been increased with advan-
tage. Regrettably, the whole survey team succumbed
to severe food poisoning and had to be evacuated to
Likuyu Sekamaganga for urgent medical treatment.

VEGETATION

In keeping with the majority of the SGR, the vegeta
tion of Horogwe is dry Brachystegia woodland that
covers the middle and upper slopes of aclosely un-
dulating but occasionally steep landscape of ridges
and valleys. Nearly all valleys are lined with close
canopy, evergreen forests, a verdant undergrowth
mosaic and small intermittent patches of perennial
swamp or seasonally flooded tall grasslands.

WATER

Unlike the Lukuliro areain the eastern Selous, where
water is scarce and restricted to afew small waterholes
inthe dry season, the whole area of probably more than
1000 knr? to the north of Nahomba, between the Luwegu

-
ml

and Mbarangandu Rivers, is covered with avast net-
work of perennial springs, streams and asmal number
of miniature lakes. A rhino in search of water at any
time of the year would not have to travel more than 1—
1.5 km almost anywhere in this region. Maintaining
vehicle tracks throughout most of this area, even dur-
ing the dry season, necessitates the constant felling of
small treesto place across the numerous streams. With-
out these temporary wooden crossings, which are regu-
larly washed away during the wet season, even 4 x 4
vehicles can get stuck in the coarse sand that lies below
the crystal clear water found in the mgjority of these
streams.

RHINO NUMBERS AND DISTRIBUTION

After only one short visit to the area it was not possible
to determine if the Horogwe rhinos are resident within
the area throughout the year. It is equally possible that
they move around during the wet season, asdo the Kidai
animals, and possibly also the Lukuliro population. With
coarse, dry sandy soils on ridgetops and dopes, it was
not possible to ascertain much in terms of possible rhino
numbersfrom their tracks. However, the records of two

Temporary bridge built with young Brachystegia trees across one of the many streams in the Horogwe

area.
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fresh tracks, 16 dung piles and 17 scrapes indicate that
5-8 animals could bein the area. Two important find-
ing were 1) the identification of aconfirmed third breed-
ing population, and 2) the vast area of prime rhino habi-
tat between the headwaters of the Luwegu and
Mbarangandu Riversthat still needsto be investigated.

Track details of rhino calf and adult recorded in
the Horogwe area:

Date: 20 June 1998

Track width: 16.0 cm

Indistinct track of single calf plus adult

SECURITY

The security of rhinos resident immediately within and
aong the southern boundary of the SGR is of concern.
Rangers and infrastructure at Lukuyu Sekamaganga
Wildlife Division headquarters are inadequate, foot
patrols are infrequent, and roads and river passes re-
ceive little attention. Encroachment by hunters from
the Community Wildlife Management Areainto the
neighbouring Udendeul e Forest Reserve and the SGR
itself has been recorded and may be the cause of the
evident lack of wildlifeinthe area. It isadmost impos-
sibleto obtain atrue assessment of the extent of human
encroachment and poaching as information elicited
depends on who isinterviewed. The remoteness of the
area and the inadequate ranger force does not, under
present circumstances, make it a secure location for the
long-term surviva of rhinos. A further and more exten-
sive ground survey needs to be undertaken as soon as
possiblein the potentialy excellent rhino area between
the Luwegu and Mbarangandu Rivers.

Intensive Protection Zone status for
the Lukuliro-Nahomba area

The Policy and Management Plan for the Black Rhi-
noceros in Tanzania (Tanzania 1993) callsfor ‘ estab-
lishment of intensive protection zones (IPZs) in suit-
able rhino areas to ensure the recovery of this spe-
cies'.

The Selous Game Reserve General Management
Plan (Tanzania 1995) states one of its objectivesis
‘to provide adeguate protection of rhinos by estab-
lishing IPZs in areas where they are known to still
occur, and that these areas will be patrolled very fre-
quently by motivated patrol teams'.

The 1998 draft Policy and Management Plan for
the Black Rhinoceros, Diceros bicornis, in Tanzania

(Tanzania 1998) continues to support the establish-
ment of |PZsin Rhino Protected Areas wherever pos-
sible.

The Wildlife Division is therefore eager that the
important Lukuliro area (ideally together with the
Nahomba area) be approved as an IPZ in recognition
of the division's effortsin protecting this unique meta-
population of the southern subspecies of the black
rhino.-However, AfRSG specifies that a prerequisite
for IPZ status is that law-enforcement staff be de-
ployed in the field at moderate to high density spe-
cifically to protect the rhino population, at a recom-
mended level of one ranger per 10 km? but not less
than one ranger per 30 km?. Additiondly, AfRSG will
support the development of an IPZ only if thereislong-
term sustainable funding to support it (Richard Emdlie,
pers. comm. 2001).

The core rhino area of Lukuliro is about 250 km?
and that of Nahomba 400 kn?, making atotal of about
650 kn?. Complying with AfRSG guidelines, the two
combined areas would therefore require between 22
and 65 rangers. However, appreciating existing finan-
cial and staff constraints, a more practical figure of
40 dedicated rangers should be able to provide ad-
equate surveillance and security for this area.

Infrared beam-operated cameras

During the course of these surveys, active TrailMaster
infrared beam-operated cameras were used wherever
and whenever possible. A number of inherent, on-
going practical problems were experienced in the
field—not least being vandalism by baboons and to-
tal destruction of equipment by hyenas. When these
problems did not occur, night photographs of
elephants and buffaloes were relatively easy to ob-
tain. A night photograph of arhino has yet to be ob-
tained. Two major drawbacks inhibited the success-
ful use of this equipment during these surveys:

* Therelative complexity of the infrared ‘receiver’
element excluded the equipment from being ef-
fectively operated by any of the rangers.

e Theinitial setting-up of 6-10 cameras and con-
stant servicing of them every 2—3 days proved more
time consuming and disruptive of the survey work
than had been anticipated.

With the surveys now completed, and most of the
cameras till intact, it is hoped that an effort will be
made to pursue an infrared camera monitoring
programme in the Lukuliro-Nahomba and Kidai aress.
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One of the many elephant images taken with an infrared beam-operated camera. A rhino photograph has
yet to be obtained with one of these cameras.

Despite not obtaining infrared beam-operated photo-
graphs of rhinos during the survey period, with more
time available for camerawork by a small and dedi-
cated team (particularly if undertaken on afull-time
basis with no distractions), valuable results should be
obtained (Griffiths 1993).

Rhino faecal DNA

As part of the survey it was proposed that DNA ex-
tracted from rhino dung be used to identify individual
animal s based on unique patterns of different poly-
morphic loci. The sex of individual rhinos was aso
to be determined from their dung by using sex-spe-
cific primers. In this manner it was expected that
 the minimum number and sex of the rhinos within
each surveyed area would be ascertained
« by the use of the Bayesian Mark—Recapture
RHINO software, an accurate popul ation estimate
could be made, which would, help estimate the
carrying capacity of each of the surveyed areas—
particularly that of Lukuliro~Nahomba (Emslie
1993)

In March 1997, the faecal DNA research proposa
was accepted by Dr Colleen O’ Ryan, Department of
Biochemistry, University of Cape Town. A total of
50 faecal samples from three locations were collected
and sent for analysis (table 2).

Table 2. Details of 50 rhino faecal samples collected
for DNA analysis

Date sent for analysis Number of samples

Kidai area
September 1998 2
March 1998 5
December 1998 11
Total 18
Lukuliro area
September 1997 7
December 1997 15
April 1998 3
Total 25
Horogwe area
August 1998 7
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In this pilot study, total genomic DNA was ex-
tracted from these dung samples and polymorphic
microsatellite DNA loci were amplified using the
polymerase chain reaction. Although very low
amounts of DNA were extracted, and inhibitors of
plant origin were co-extracted with the rhino DNA,
positive amplification products were obtained from
60% of the dung samples collected from the Lukuliro
area. Nine genotypes were observed using a poly-
morphic microsatellite locus specific for the black
rhino. Preliminary data suggest that eight of the nine
genotypes are unique and to date represent the mini-
mum number of individuals present in this particular
Selous metapopulation; it is possible that more will
be identified when the remaining 40% of the Lukiliro
samples have been analysed.

The success of a DNA-based procedure to esti-
mate the minimum number of individual rhinosin a
population from their dung will have profound con-
sequences, not only in the SGR but in similar loca-
tions throughout Africaand Asiawhere accessto elu-
sive rhino or other endangered wildlife populations
cannot be reliably had by any other means.

Discussion and recommendations

Although the number of D. b. minor in Tanzania has
been considerably reduced over the past 20 years, the
present investigation, together with those of Stronach
(1991) and Laurie (1991), confirms that the species
continuesto exist, abeit in relatively small numbers
scattered about the SGR. However, the threat to rhi-
nos and el ephants from poaching in the reserve is till
present. Although no rhino carcasses have apparently
been found in recent years (Benson Kibonde, SGR
project manager, pers. comm. 1996), the large areas
of dense evergreen thicket and riparian forest, and
the inadequate ranger force dedicated to daily moni-
toring of most rhino popul ations makes the detection
of carcasses on foot or from the air very difficult—
particularly in the wet season. This could give the
false impression that there is no poaching and that
the population is stable when, in fact, it isin covert
decline as rhinos become fewer and increasingly iso-
|ated from each other because of poaching or human
disturbance, and breeding finally ceases.

To prevent such a situation and to build up exist-
ing rhino numbers in the SGR, the following mea-
sures are recommended for priority consideration:

e Thejoint Lukuliro-Nahomba areaisimmediately

accorded | PZ status as specified byAfRSG.

« A specially trained and dedicated force of rhino
rangers, under committed field leadership, must
be assigned to this and any other IPZ in the SGR
throughout the year exclusively for the surveil-
lance, monitoring and security of these areas. These
rangers should not be periodically diverted, as at
present, to such duties as road building or bound-
ary demarcation or to accompany licensed sport
hunters.

< Additional favourable rhino areasthat have not yet
been investigated should be surveyed, for example,
between the Luwegu and Mbarangandu Rivers, the
thickets at the headwaters of the Luwimbi River,
and the area of the Nyanga Pan.

e Work with the TrailMaster infrared beam-operated
cameras should continue, particularly within the
Lukuliro-Nahomba and Kidai aress.

e Therhino faecal DNA work so far undertaken by
Dr Colleen O’ Ryan to obtain information on mini-
mum numbers and sexes of individual rhinos
within each sub-population should continue.

« All rhino rangers should receive additional spe-
cialized training in practical rhino tracking and
field craft. Thistraining could be provided through
the courtesy of one or another of the numerous
wildlife management agenciesin southern Africa
or Kenya

« Rangers should be instructed to specifically inves-
tigate, particularly during the wet season, any
movements of rhinos between one sub-population
and another. A suitably trained and experienced
senior officer should be permanently stationed at
Kingupirato administer all matters pertaining to
the surveillance, monitoring and security of rhi-
nos throughout the SGR, under the direction of
the national rhino coordinator.
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Abstract

The Okapi Faunal Reserve in the Democratic Republic of Congo is one of the most biologically rich of the
World Heritage Sites. Yet it is seriously threatened by the effects of war and armed conflict. Support from
conservation non-governmental organizations has proved critical given the urgency these crises have caused.
In addition, it has been proved through Operation Tango with impetus from these organizations that collabo-
rative action between the local authority for the management of protected areas and the Uganda People’s
Defence Forces and Congolese military was effective in reducing heavy elephant poaching and coltanore
exploitation within the reserve. Difficult choices must be made in attempts to balance the needs of still-fragile
wildlife populations with urgent demands of the rural poor. Still, the experience of the Okapi Faunal Reserve
gives hope to those working in neighbouring protected areas in Congo. Even as the forest has begun to
regenerate, so too the elephant population has survived recent poaching ordeals and has started to show
remarkable capability for recovery under today’ s difficult constraints.

Résumé

La Réserve de faune a Okapi (RFO) figure parmi les plus riches sites de patrimoine mondial en danger en
République Démaocratique du Congo. A cejour, ce site est sérieusement menacé par les effets de la guerre et
de conflit armé. L’ appui des ONGs de conservation a été critiques étant donné I’ urgence de besoins de conser-
vation pendant la période de crise. Aussi, il a été démontré atravers |’ Opération Tango et ce, avec I'impulsion
desdites ONGs que la collaboration entre I’ institution nationale de conservation au niveau local et I’ UPDF et
I"armée congolaise fut effective en réduisant e braconnage intense d’ éléphants ainsi que I’ exploitation du
coltan dans la Réserve. Le processus de rétablissement est au prise avec le choix tragique opéré visant a
balancer les besoins de la faune sauvage et ceux urgents de la population rurale démunie. Toujours est-il que
I’ expérience de la RFO donne espoir aux autres aires protégées en RD Congo. A I'instar de laforét, la popu-
lation d' ééphants a survécu I’ épreuve du braconnage et a commencé a montrer une capacité remarquable de
rétablissement en dépit de contraintes difficiles en cours.

Introduction part of the vast Congo Basin forest. The reserve pro-

Situated in the eastern part of the Democratic Republic
of Congo (DRC), the Okapi Fauna Reserve (OFR) was
crested in May 1992 and proclaimed a World Heritege
Site in December 1996 in recognition of its biological
significance and in response to the increasing threats to
itsintegrity. The reserve occupies about 20% of the Ituri
Forest (60,000 km?) (fig. 1), whichin turnisasmall

vides a refuge for one of the largest populations of
eephantsin the Congo. JA. Hart (pers. comm. 1998)
estimated that OFR had 7375 elephants.

Like many African elephant range states, cannot
protect its elephant populations under the current po-
litical and economic conditions. The high cost of pro-
tection is the single most important factor in the fail-
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Figure 1. Operation Tango and law enforcement in the Okapi Faunal Reserve.

ure to halt elephant poaching. Today poaching remains
the main cause of falling elephant populations, and
efforts to save the elephant are a dominant part of
discussions of conservation in Africa. Poaching isthe
most urgent threat to wildlife, and in eastern DRC it
is exacerbated by armed conflict. These conservation
threats need to be properly addressed.

The correlation between the availability of fire-
arms and ivory poaching, described by Douglas-
Hamilton (1987), was also observed in lturi Forest.
Furthermore, with the problems of indisciplined sol-
diers, the breakdown of authority in national parks, a
continued demand for ivory in global markets, and
easily obtained profitsinivory, the declining elephant
population in Ituri Forest, aswell asin other protected
areas of DRC, remains a major concern.

Throughout the troubles of the 1990s, local and
international conservationists struggled against the
oddsto maintain theintegrity of OFR and itswildlife
populations. They have learned to lobby support from
an unfamiliar set of national and international play-
ers, including local militia, whose objectives gener-
aly conflict with those of conservationists.

Threats to elephants in the reserve
Since the 1996 outbreak of civil war, OFR has been

under great pressure. The civil crisisin DRC, the ar-
rival of foreign military personnel, and an increased
market for bushmeat and ivory all led to increased
killing of wildlife. The increased number of weapons
inlocal circulation has exacerbated the increase in
hunting. Neither the park authority nor government
legislation has proved effective in curbing hunting.
Most conservation activities were halted, paving the
way for an increase in poaching activities (Mubalama
1999). With only 50 guards patrolling 13,700 km?,
strict control was impossible. In addition, as a new
reserve, OFR did not have an adequate protection sys-
tem and the ill-equipped rangers were often forced to
fight fierce battlesin and around the reserve.
Congolese National Parks Institute (ICCN) fund-
ing for OFR stopped before war broke out. The
government’ s response to the reserve’ s funding prob-
lems was ineffective and ICCN partners, including
the Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS) and Gilman
International Conservation (GIC), increased their
funding for conservation efforts and paid ICCN staff
salaries. The security situation in OFR, however, re-
quired even greater intervention. WCS raised further
funding of USD 50,000 from GIC and USD 4000 from
the Cincinnati Zoo to support security measures. This
funding enabled the establishment of a programme,
known as Operation Tango, to provide joint training
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in paramilitary and anti-poaching operations for
Ugandan and Congolese military personnel.

The civil war in 1996 toppled Mobutu’s govern-
ment and brought Kabilato power. After ashort lull
in fighting, further violence broke out in 1998, re-
sulting inincreased illegal exploitation of natural re-
sources and effective division of the country into a
government-controlled area in the west and a rebel-
controlled areain the east supported by neighbouring
states. The presence of automatic weaponsin the area
provided easy means of illegal hunting, and severe
wildlife poaching followed the fighting. Law-enforce-
ment agencies monitoring conservation efforts found
that local populations, including traditional chiefsand
military personnel, were responsible for poaching in
OFR. A stone' s throw away from the reserve’ s head-
quartersin Epulu, elephant meat was easily obtain-
able. Although poaching began in earnest in 1996,
the heaviest slaughter of wildlife occurred between
1998 and 2000.

Other factors contributing to increased ivory
poaching were the high market price for ivory, the
poverty of local populations and corruption. Barnes
et a. (1995) noted that poorly paid officials were sus-
ceptible to bribery. In less than three months before
the launching of Operation Tango, the retail price of
akilo of raw ivory doubled from USD 10 to USD 20.
In July 2000, a kilo of elephant meat was sold for
USD 5in Mambasa, Beni and Bunia. In June 2000, a
local informant reported that raw ivory was plentiful
in eastern DRC. Smuggled into Uganda and Kenya,
akilo of raw ivory could fetch as much as USD 30
per kilo (Martin and Stiles 2000). According to reli-
able trade sources, much of the tooled ivory on the
Ugandan market is being smuggled from Ituri and
Garamba.

OFR scouts carried muzzle-loaded rifleswith lim-
ited amounts of ammunition and proved no match
for the groups of well-armed poachers. Consequently,
morale among wildlife staff was severely eroded.
According to observers, efforts to patrol the reserve
were minimal, with each guard patrolling on as few
as eight days per month. Records show that at least
41 elephants were killed by poachers between Janu-
ary and September 2000, and this number is thought
to be only afraction of the actual number of elephants
killed since the area under surveillance by wildlife
personnel was but one-third of the total OFR area.

Elephants respond to heavy poaching by concen-
trating in ‘safe’ areas (Douglas-Hamilton 1987),

mainly afew kilometres from the human settlements,
where they stand a higher probability of meeting
people and thus coming into conflict with them
(Kangwana 1995; Mubalama 2000). In fact, many
reports on wildlife poaching stress that elephants are
usually killed afew kilometres from roads where
human settlements occur. Elephant hunting with
AKA47 automatic rifles proliferated, apparently spear-
headed by asmal number of unaligned groups of mili-
tary, now poachers.

Effectiveness of a joint military—
wildlife guard operation in the midst
of political unrest

Thiscritical situation with regard to elephantsin the
reserve was brought to the attention of the international
nature conservation community. The aim wasto alert
theworld community to the ‘ecocide’ taking place and
to put pressure on those able to take the necessary steps
to halt the destruction. The response to thisupsurgein
wildlife poaching, in the form of Operation Tango, came
from an ingtitutional capacity devel oped through the
long-term commitment of localy-focused international
conservation projects where the Congolese National
Parks Institute had been unable to carry out its own
mandate (Hart et a. 1996).

By rallying support from the donor community,
and providing soldiers and park guards with both
equipment and financial bonuses, WCS, GIC and
MIKE/CITES hope to encourage conservation efforts
by the reserve authorities. It must be remembered that
these efforts are taking place against a background of
declining government budgets to wildlife authorities.
This shortfall is being met by increased assistance
from external donors, with the United Nations Foun-
dation and the UNESCO Conservation in Crisis
Programme providing financial support for reserve
guards and facilitating cooperation between the higher
authorities and the military when there have been
problems.

Asaresult, the fight against wildlife poaching is
today carried out by wildlife authorities endowed with
the power to protect and manage wildlife and pro-
tected areas. They also have political support from
authorities at the highest levels of the Congolese
Rally-Gathering Liberation Movement (RCD/ML).
A written agreement between the RCD/ML authori-
ties and OFR management stressed that any confis-
cated weapons would remain the property of the re-
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serve. A concerted effort was made to enforce laws at
every level of the trade, and on the strength of intelli-
gence network records, patrol teams were deployed in
hot-spot hunting zones. The patrol teams were armed
and supplied with adequate ammunition to ensure that
they were on an equal footing with the heavily armed
poachers or were even more powerful.

By 18 October 2000, after severa contacts between
awildlife management team and RCD/ML authori-
tiesin Bunia, it was possible to initiate the intensive
military—wildlife guard anti-poaching operation called
Tango (akin in sound totembo, ‘ elephant’ in Swahili)
in an attempt to wipe out elephant and bushmeat
poaching and illegal coltan mining. (Columbite/tan-
talite is one of the ores from which tantalum powder
ismade. It is used in the manufacture of tiny tanta-
lum capacitors, which withstand the heat of ever-faster
computers and ever-smaller mobile phones.) Baseline
datawere provided by the findings of the MIKE moni-
toring teams.

Large-scale poaching activities were evident, with
17 new or recent poaching camps reported. Twenty
poachers were caught red-handed and 111 kg of raw
ivory and 215 kg of elephant meat were recovered.
Three months before the launch of Operation Tango
the area under control of the wildlife management
authorities was less than 10% of thereserve (fig. 1).
Importantly, 17 wegpons, most of them smal machine-
guns, along with 331 rounds of ammunition were
confiscated by ajoint 34-man team of UPDF (Uganda
People' s Defence Forces) and APC (Armée Populaire
Congolaise) personnel.

Because of poor communication, it was decided
that all active law enforcement be vested in a closely
supervised rapid-deployment strike force based at
headquartersin Epulu. The strike force mounted regu-
lar armed patrols on an unpredictable basis through-
out the reserve. Patrols a so manned semi-permanent
observation posts at strategic vantage points. The
force responded rapidly on short notice to intelligence
reports or calls for assistance forwarded by the vari-
0US OUtposts.

After five months of Operation Tango, no new
signs of poaching were found, which correlates with
information gained from law-enforcement monitor-
ing of poaching levels during the latter part of 2000.

Results
Although we cannot say that the operation has led to

an absol ute cessation of elephant poaching, the hope
has been that the protection levels gained would be
consolidated with the deployment in May 2001 of a
new group of 28 park guards trained by joint UPDF
and APC forces. Armed OFR personndl are recruited
among individualsin the local population who dem-
ongtrate qualities of leadership and commitment; they
then receive regular hands-on training that empow-
ers them to take responsibility for managing their
natural resources—the formula proved to sustain
long-term conservation efforts under today’ s difficult
conditions (Adams and McShane 1992). The idea of
investment in joint patrol forces with locally based
conservation institutions is not new. What is clear,
however, is that such site-based initiatives must be
tied to an international structure that endures through
cycles of civil strife (Hart and Hart 1997).

Results from Operation Tango are far better than
had been hoped, and the relative lull in poaching gives
timeto build up other types of support for OFR. Else-
where, publicity on the plight of elephants has proved
effective in reducing the demand for elephant prod-
ucts, therefore, production and dissemination of writ-
ten information materialsin local languages should
be intensified. The lessons from these recent opera-
tionsindicate that a greater level of support, collabo-
rative effort with more partners, and innovative, sus-
tainable means of funding are necessary for the long-
term future of OFR. Unless the substantial levels of
funding that will be required to run this operation ef-
fectively are regularly and reliably forthcoming, the
whole strategy will collapse.

We believe Operation Tango has been a success.
However, thereis still much to do to consolidate these
results. Although the operation did not bring poaching
to acomplete end, it is obvious that the joint military
and gtrikeforce sbasic patral strategy brought increased
protection to the reserve, and international community
support helped to boost the morale of reserve staff.
Optimized law-enforcement operations have led to op-
timizing the level of deterrence and hence reducing il-
lega off-taketo earlier levels (Jachmann 1998). Com-
bined with an improved regime of foot patrols carried
out from headquarters, and existing and planned out-
posts, OFR will provide appropriate protection for the
elephant population and other wildlife. Nevertheless,
asformal armed forces are being withdrawn from the
region, explaitation is again athreat; conservation per-
sonnel have been attacked and robbed, as have many
others. Much of this current increased ingtability seems
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to be associated with the power vacuum left by the with-
drawal of troops, which is being exploited (Hillman
Smith and Mafuko 2001).

The important question remaining is whether the
great reduction in elephant slaughter in the reserve
and surrounding areas will in time be reflected in the
price of ivory and what effect thiswill have on Afri-
can elephants and poaching. |s the current extent of
the coltan trade likely to have an adverse effect on
the protection of the remaining wildlife? These ques-
tions must be addressed before a situation develops
in which commercial ivory poachers work with dis-
enchanted local communities—a situation that could
have serious ramifications for the el ephant popul a-
tion (Dublin et al. 1995) in the OFR. The answers
will have important implications for future decisions
on world ivory trade (Vigne 1991). Further, el ephant
numbers may increase within the reserve in the short-
term, but it may be unrealistic to expect that elephants
will ever recover to historical levels, even with effec-
tive control of all levels of illegal elephant killings
(Dublin et al. 1995). Current human demographic
trends across the reserve indicate such arecovery may
berare.

Proposed management strategy

Ensuring the success of law-enforcement effortsis
probably the most important management objective
for the future conservation of e ephants (Leader-Wil-
liams 1993). A large component of the work of wild-
life managers in OFR relates to law enforcement,
particularly with regard to large species with valu-
able trophies like the elephant (Bell 1983; Cumming
et a. 1984; Leader-Williams 1993), and it is of para
mount importance that monitoring the enforcement
of those aspects of the law is accorded a very high
priority. Monitoring of law-enforcement effortsin
actual encountersin the field will provide vital indi-
cators of the rates of encounter in the various classes
of illegal wildlife use to guide field operations and
optimize their efficiency.

We believe that a strategy to win the battle against
poaching in OFR needs to include the following mea
sures:

» Ensure that there is continued political will for
wildlife conservation laws to be properly enforced.
This political will can be maintained by adapta-
tion of national legislation and by collaboration
between local people and the local administration.

« Increase the number of staff and patrolsinvolved
in law enforcement and provide sufficient fund-
ing, resources and equipment to enable them to
carry out their work with input from well-estab-
lished intelligence records.

« Improve the awareness of the population with re-
gard to wildlife and habitat laws, particularly those
relating to protected areas.

¢ Produce and, where possible, implement the out-
come of the OFR Zoning Plan Initiative as part of
an integrated development policy that will provide
sustainabl e economic aternatives to poaching and
the bushmeat trade. The initiative is a project in-
volving local communities and indigenous peoples
that aims to guarantee the Mbuti people that they
will be able to continue their low-impact hunting
and gathering throughout alarge area of OFR and
at the same time guarantee the long-term integrity
of the natural resources of the reserve.

< Ensurethe availability of information on elephant
status and numbers, which is vital for the effective
conservation and management of OFR’s remain-
ing elephant populations.

To monitor law enforcement, conservationists
should learn to lobby for support from an unfamiliar
set of national and international players, including
military bodies and humanitarian agencies, which
have very different objectives and agendas.

If the reserveis to consolidate the positive results
of Operation Tango, the consortium of partner insti-
tutions needs to make a long-term commitment to
local conservation problems with the ultimate aim of
building national capacity to promote conservation.
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What strategies are effective for Nepal’s rhino conservation:
a recent case study
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Abstract

The huge increase in rhino poaching from mid-1998 to mid-2000 in the Chitwan Valley of Nepal was due
partly to the slackness and ineffective leadership of one of the chief wardens, and the lack of afull-time
experienced and competent senior officer in the valley to supervise the anti-poaching activities. To the credit
of the Parks Department, some officers realized what had gone wrong and compiled a report detailing park
deficiencies. It was circulated to interested parties at the end of 1999 and early 2000. Unfortunately, by then
at least 20 rhinos had been killed illegally in 1998 and 1999. Soon after this report was issued, a highly
competent officer was appointed to supervise the anti-poaching activities, and later in the year an experienced
and forceful chief warden was put into position. From mid-2000 to early February 2001 only one rhino was
poached as far as is known. This incident highlights the importance of a single person or at most two in
successful rhino protection.

Résumé

L’ augmentation énorme du braconnage des rhinos entre le milieu de 1998 et e milieu de 2000 dans la Chitwan
Valley, au Népal, était due en partie alanégligence et al’inefficacité d’ un des conservateurs en chef et auss
al’ absence d’ un responsable expérimenté et compétent travaillant a plein temps dans la vallée pour superviser
les activités anti-braconnage. On peut mettre au crédit du département des Parcs le fait que certains responsables
ont identifié ce qui était en cause et rédigé un rapport détaillant toutes les déficiences du parc. Ce rapport a
circulé chez toutes | es parties concernées fin 1999 et début 2000. Malheureusement, a cette date, au moins 20
rhinos avaient dga été illégalement tués en 1998 et 1999. Peu aprés la parution de ce rapport, on a nommé un
responsabl e extrémement compétent pour superviser les activités anti-braconnage et, plus tard danslaméme
année, un conservateur en chef expérimenté et énergique fut mis en place. Entre le milieu de 2000 et le début
defévrier 2001, un seul rhino a été braconné a notre connaissance. Cet incident souligne I’ importance que
peuvent avoir une ou deux personnes seulement, dans la réussite de la conservation des rhinos.

Introduction Royal Bardia National Park have remained secure.

Reasons for this sudden increasein illegal killings

Over the past three decades, the Department of Na-
tional Parks and Wildlife Conservation (DNPWC) in
Nepal has implemented one of the most successful
programmes in the world for conserving rhinos (Mar-
tin and Vigne 1995). In 1968, there were an estimated
95 greater one-horned rhinos in Nepal, but by 2000,
when the most recent census was carried out, num-
bers had increased to 612 (DNPWC 2000). However,
from mid-1998 to mid-2000, Royal Chitwan National
Park and the surrounding areas, which harboured 89%
of the country’ srhinos, experienced the worst poach-
ing for any two-year period since the park was estab-
lished in 1973. On the other hand, the rhinos in the

of rhinosin Royal Chitwan National Park are exam-
ined and recommendations are presented that could
reduce the chances of another upsurge in poaching in
the future.

Thefieldwork for this project was carried out in a
three-week period in February 2001.

Rhinos poached in the Chitwan
Valley, mid-1998 to mid-2000

From 1994 to 1997 the average number of rhinosil-
legaly killed each year in the Chitwan Valley (Royal
Chitwan National Park and surrounding areas) was
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under two a year (Martin 1998).
However, poaching began to escalate
in mid-1998. From July 1998 to Oc-
tober 1999 at least 19 rhinos were
poached in the valley and another 15
wereillegaly killed from November
1999 to August 2000 (see table 1).
These poaching statistics are the
minimum figures, as several addi-
tional rhino carcasses were found too
|ate to diagnose the cause of death.
Several other sets of poaching data
exist. For example, the figure given
in the DNPWC annual reports of
1998/1999 and 1999/2000 for the
period from July 1998 to October
1999 is 12 (Subba 2000, 2001). Tika
Ram Adhikari, who isthe team leader
of the anti-poaching units in the
Chitwan Valley and the acting chief
warden of Parsa Wildlife Reserve,
believes, however, that there were 19.
From November 1999 to July 2000 the figure given
in the annual report is 11; Adhikari’s count is 13,
which is quite close to the official figure. From late
1999 to early 2001, the veterinarians, especially
Jacques Flamand of the Wildlife and Domestic Vet-
erinary Programme of Royal Chitwan National Park,
have examined most of the rhino carcassesin and
around the park. Judging from the autopsies they per-
formed, they believe that from November 1999 to
August 2000 at least 15 rhinos were illegally killed
(Flamand 2000), which tallieswith Adhikari’s counts.

Esmond Martin

Table 1. Minimum number of rhinos poached in the Chitwan Valley,

mid-July 1998 to early 2001

S 12 I 2

This 3-month-old male rhino, attacked by a tiger 15 days before this
picture was taken, is being hand reared at Royal Chitwan National
Park headquarters.

Using the statistics from the DNPWC annual re-
ports for 1998/1999 and 1999/2000 (Subba 2000,
2001), we can determine that from mid-1998 to July
2000, 55% of the rhinos poached were outside the
park. From mid-1999 to July 2000, however, the per-
centage of rhinos poached outside the park rose to
65. Thisis significant when we analyse the causes of
poaching, because the government organizations re-
sponsible for patrolling inside the park are different
from those patrolling outside it.

Poaching methods in the
Chitwan Valley

Time period

Number illegally killed

Poachers in the Chitwan Valley use
six main methodsto kill rhinos. shoot-

July 1998 to October 1999

November 1999 to August 2000
September 2000 to early February 2001
Total

1998 and 1999

2000
Total

19 ing with firearms, pit trapping, spear-

15 ing, snaring, poisoning and electrocut-
1 ing.

35 During 1999 and 2000, the most

20 common method was with firearms,
15 usually musket or rifle. Some of these
35 arms are locally made, others factory-

Source: Tika Ram Adhikari, acting chief warden, Parsa Wildlife Reserve
and team leader for the anti-poaching units in the Chitwan Valley (data
collected for 1998 and 1999), and Jacques Flamand, Zoological Society of
London, senior veterinary adviser in Chitwan (data collected for 2000 and

early 2001)

produced. Generally the gangs, which
number two to five men armed with
three guns, are from outside the park.
Oneor two locd people from the buffer
zone are recruited asthey are familiar
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with the topography of the park and the surrounding
zone. Park staff believe that some former army person-
nel have recently been hired by the gangs, and one sol-
dier retired from the Indian army isinvolved in the ac-
tual shooting. The poaching gangs usually enter the
northern park boundary (where most of therhinos are
located) or the surrounding areasin the evenings when
the army is not patrolling, and they depart at night or
early in the morning, when they are least likely to be
detected.

The gang sizefor pit trapping islarge, as people are
needed to construct the big rectangular pits and to cover
them with sticks and other vegetation for camouflage;
some of these gangs may number up to 15.

Spearing is rather ineffective because often the
animal does not die immediately and the authorities
find the carcass before the hunters have had a chance
to remove the horn, hooves and other body parts. For
example, in 1999 one adult male rhino was speared
inside the Baghmara Community Forest close to the
park, but the wounded animal |eft the forest and wan-
dered into the elephant breeding centre near the tour-
ist centre of Sauraha, preventing the hunters from tak-
ing the valuable horn.

Another method for killing rhinos, which is also
not very efficient, is snaring. Most of the snares are
put down for deer, but they are occasionally set for
rhinos aswell. Nylon, rope and wire have been found
around the necks and legs of rhinos. Sometimes it
takes many days for a snared rhino to die, usually
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from infection, and by that time, the army or park
authorities may have discovered the carcass.

Poi soning has become common. In 1999 more than
nine rhinos were poisoned in the Chitwan Valley. The
poisons used are chlorinated hydrocarbons of the DDT
family, widely used in southern Nepal for crop spray-
ing (Jacques Flamand, pers. comm. 2001). The poisons
specifically used for rhinos are put into oranges and
pumpkins on the edge of Chitwan Park; they take on
average from threeto eight hoursto kill the animals.

Villagersin southern Nepal have been stringing
wire cables (usually two) about one metre above the
ground and connecting them to the village power sup-
ply to electrocute bears, deer and wild boars. Occa-
siondly rhinos run into the wires. This accidentd kill-
ing of rhinos by electrocution started in 1997 in
Nawalparasi District, and since then at least four rhi-
nos have been killed in thisway.

The trade in rhino products

When arhinoisillegaly killed in the Chitwan Val-
ley, it isusually organized by atrader, who wants the
animal primarily for its horn. Sometimes the hooves
and occasionally pieces of skin are also removed. But
by far the most valuable part of the rhino is the horn.
In 2000 a poaching gang in the Chitwan Valley might
have received up to 300,000 Nepal ese rupees (NPR)
or USD 4253 for a horn weighing on average 722 g
(Martin 1983), which works out to NPR 415,512
(USD 5894) for 1 kg. The first
middleman is usually located in
avillagein thevalley. He sells
the horn by weight to another
trader (the second middleman),
who usually livesin atown such
as Kathmandu, Pokhara,
Nepalganj or Narayangadh. This
trader, who may or may not be
an exporter, sells the horn for
s i NPR 90,000-100,000 (USD
1277-1418) per 100 g (T.R.
Adhikari, pers. comm. 2001).

In mid-2000, the main buyer
of rhino horn inthe valley at that
timewas arrested. He had dso or-
ganized illegal gangs and some-
times poached himself. He was
transporting a rhino horn from

Esmond Martin

The best way to see rhinos in Nepal is from the back of an elephant.

44

Pachyderm No. 31 July—December 2001



Tikauli (just north of Chitwan Park) on a bus to
Narayangadh town on his way to Kathmandu to sell
it to amain dealer, aMr X, for whom he was an ac-
complice. After his arrest he hel ped the authorities
track down Mr X and accompanied park staff to
Kathmandu where, with the assistance of the police
and the Forest Department, Mr X was arrested in late
July 2000. Thiswas the first time that the authorities
caught a major rhino horn dealer. The Kathmandu
trader later talked to Tika Ram Adhikari about his
dealings. He admitted to selling six rhino horns, but
the Park staff believe he sold 11. He sold his horns, at
the prices given above, alegedly to a Chinese woman
employed in the Chinese embassy in Kathmandu, who
isfluent in Nepalese, Tibetan, Mandarin and English.
Adhikari thinks she has been exporting horns since
1990. Besides these horns, she also allegedly buys
tiger bones and other medicinal products and sends
them by road, first to the border town of Tatopani,
then onto Lhasain Tibet, and finaly to China.

Mr X, formerly a managing director of acharcoa
company, is a businessman from the Manange ethnic
group. Originating north of Annapurna, this group has
arecent tradition of organizing dubious schemeswith
businessmen in Singapore, Bangkok and Hong Kong
to import gold, clothes and electronic goods. He
started buying horn around 1990, mostly from his
Chitwan Valley accomplice mentioned earlier. Heis
prosperous and presents himself as
benevolent by helping flood vic- -
tims and donating to monasteries.
He is now in Bharatpur Prison
with five mgjor counts against him
(Gopal Prasad Upadhyay, chief
warden of Royal Chitwan Na-
tional Park, and Dhubra Acharya,
DFO Kathmandu, pers. comm.
2001). Besides Mr X and the Chi-
nese woman, who buys horns
from him, three other known main
dedlersin rhino horn are based or
partly based in Kathmandu. One
isa Tibetan who buys rhino horns,
tiger bones, rare herbs and gem-
stones in Nepal. He speaks only
Tibetan so he works closely with
the multilingual Chinese woman
in exporting rhino horns from
Nepal to Lhasa and beyond. Es-
pecially from 1991 to 1994, an-
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other Manange, who is a former British Gurkha of -
ficer, wasinvolved in buying rhino horns and is still
active today. The third, also aManange, isarelative
of Mr X, with whom he works. He is a proprietor of a
guest house in Kathmandu, and he buys rhino horns
and tiger bones.

Reasons for the increase in
poaching in the Chitwan Valley from
mid-1998 to mid-2000

There was no single cause for the major increasein
rhino poaching in the Chitwan Valley from 1998 to
2000, but one factor was overriding: mismanagement.
First, in the middle and late 1990s, there were four
transfers of chief wardensin Chitwan Park involving
three people. The continuity of management suffers
from rapid changeover such asthis.

Second, one of the chief wardens was not effec-
tive enough, as he sometimes procrastinated in mak-
ing decisions. In addition, he did not coordinate well
the activities of the five groups of people responsible
for protecting the rhino. These groups are the regular
staff of 277, the army, the rhino anti-poaching units,
the DFOs (district forest officers) and the non-gov-
ernmental organizations (NGOs). He did not com-
muni cate adequately with the commander of the army
stationed inside the park. (Most of the rhino anti-

Just north of Royal Chitwan National Park, a Nepali villager prepares
reeds that he collected legally inside the park for his house. The cutting
season has been reduced from 15 days to 7 days each year.
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It is not uncommon to see rhinos in Royal Chitwan National Park eating

dung as shown here.

poaching activities in Chitwan Park are carried out
by an army battalion of about 800 men who are well
armed; none of the park staff carries firearms.) Nor
did he deal well with his anti-poaching units, five of
which are based inside the park, two in Parsa Wild-
life Reserve and three in the surrounding national
forests located in the buffer zone. This chief warden
did not have close relations with DFOs in Chitwan,
Nawalparasi or Makwanpur Districts, where the rhi-
nos are found. Thislack of strong coordination with
these DFOs was especially regrettable as over half
the rhinos poached in 1998, 1999 and 2000 were killed
in these districts. Neither did this chief warden coop-
erate closely enough with the NGO community such
as WWF Nepal, which helps support the anti-poach-
ing units; the King Mahendra Trust, which carries out
training programmes and supports research projects;
and the International Trust for Nature Conservation
(ITNC), which provides most of the reward money
for helping to arrest poachers and traders. Previous
chief wardens, who had kept poaching at low levels
(except in 1992), all had excellent, strong working
relations with all these organizations. The chief
warden’srole in coordinating al the groups involved
in rhino protection is essential for successful rhino
conservation.

A third factor contributing to the mismanagement

€ was that the anti-poaching units
§ were not as active as they
g should have been as they were

* not well supervised by one of
= the chief wardens. The result
was that they were not as mo-
bile as they should have been
and did not patrol intensively
enough.

Another main reason for a
rise in rhino poaching was fi-
nancial difficulties. The anti-
poaching units and Chitwan
Park’s other personnel lacked
adequate resources. The senior
saff of DNPWC, aware of these
problems, issued a report in
December 1999 stating: ‘APU
staff are not well equipped. The
informants are not adequate in
number. Anti-poaching units
are very weak because [of] lack
of effectiveintdligence system,
field gear, proper training, supervision, guidance,
coordination, transportation and weapons...’
(Adhikari et al. 1999). The report also confirmed that
‘joint patrolling of APU’s staff and armed forest guard
has not been developed in the Chitwan Valley dueto
lack of proper coordination mechanism between the
park warden and DFOs' (Adhikari et al. 1999).

A further cause of the poaching was that the main
buyer of rhino hornin the valley in the late 1990s
was not arrested until mid-2000. The main trader in
Kathmandu, Mr X, continued buying rhino horn un-
til hisarrest in late July 2000.

Also, from 1996 to around 2000, perhaps 60% of
the rhino poachers were supported by political party
|leaders, making it more difficult to apprehend and
jail them.

A final cause for more poaching in the late 1990s,
as DNPWC director general Tirtha Maskey and oth-
ers believe that because of a surplus of rhinosin cer-
tain northern areas of the park there has not only been
more infighting among mal es, sometimes resulting
in death, but aso some have wandered out of the park,
making it easier for hunters to poach them.

Finaly in late 2000, a former chief warden, Gopal
Prasad Upadhyay, who was well respected and a good
|eader, was moved back into the position of chief
warden of the park. In the same year, the former as-

46

Pachyderm No. 31 July—December 2001



sistant warden, Tika Ram Adhikari, who wasin charge
of anti-poaching activities in and around Chitwan
Park, returned, this time as team leader of the anti-
poaching units of the Chitwan Valley.

Decline in poaching in the Chitwan
Valley from mid-2000

With the regppointments of Upadhyay as chief warden
and Adhikari as the anti-poaching team leader, rhino
poaching in the valley ceased amogt totally from Au-
gust 2000 to early February 2001, when these datawere
collected. The last known rhino-poaching incident oc-
curred outside the park, when arhino wounded by a
bullet took three months before it finally succumbed
and died in the national forest in November 2000.
Since the mgjor threat to rhinos was outside the park,
where the army has no jurisdiction, amgjor effort was
put into reinvigorating the anti-poaching units working
there. Adhikari showed strong leadership and person-
aly spent 10 days each month in the field supervising
anti-poaching strategies. To complement the anti-poach-
ing units, which do not possess guns, 54 armed forest
guards with .303 rifles were employed from around
December 1999 to patrol the areas outside the park.
One four-whed-drive vehicle and one motorbike were
obtained to improve logistics.
Perhaps the most important
component of any successful
anti-poaching campaign isintel-
ligence, which was greatly im-
proved. Besides the intelligence
officers attached to the anti-
poaching units, the user commit-
tees that help run the 750-km?
buffer zone on the edge of
Chitwan Park provided fivein-
formers. Thusthetotal number of
informersin and around the park
isnow 17, 6 paid by ITNC, 6 by
WWEF Nepal and 5 by the user
committees. ITNC, which raises
funds from tourists at Tiger Tops
Jungle Lodge, continued to alo-
cate considerable sums of reward
money. It donated NPR 295,000
(USD 4184) of reward money in
2000 to the chief warden, which
led to the arrest of many poach-
ersinthe Chitwan Vdley (Marcus
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Cotton, general manager, Tiger Tops Jungle Lodge,
Chitwan, pers. comm. 2001). From January 2000 to
early February 2001, 28 rhino poachers, 4 leopard
poachers (the bones are sold for only USD 14/kg) and
4 peoplein possession of fake rhino horns (made from
wood) were arrested (Adhikari, pers. comm. 2001). A
man was also arrested for creeping around the park in
the early mornings photographing rhinos, presumably
to identify those with the largest horns for the poaching
gangs.

To improve further the coordination of those in-
volved in anti-poaching, monthly meetings were set
up with the army, the Forest Department, the Parks
Department and the police. This greater cooperation
increased the efficiency of conserving the rhinos.

In addition, the poalitical support that the poaching
gangs and traders used to get from some of the politi-
cal parties has now decreased. Senior park staff have
convinced the politicians that this former policy was
not in their interest.

Excellent protection of rhinos in
Royal Bardia National Park

Between 1994 and 2000 not one rhino wasillegally
killed inside Royal Bardia National Park, although

| BASHRARR -L-_umllrr;‘
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Baghmara Community Forest, part of the buffer zone to Royal Chitwan
National Park and covering 400 hectares, raised USD 74,000 for the
financial year 1999/2000, almost all from tourism.

Pachyderm No. 31 July—December 2001

47



There were 492 rhinos in Royal Chitwan National Park and 52 in the
buffer zone in 2000, an increase of 3.88% per year since 1994.

two were poached outside it—
onein 1998 and one in Novem-

70,000) than Chitwan (about
242,000 in the buffer zone
alone) according to DNPWC
(1999). Rhinos have been inthe
Chitwan Valley for thousands of
years but were diminated in the
Bardia area many decades ago
and were not brought back un-
til the translocations from
Chitwan commenced in 1986
(13 rhinosin 1986, 25 in 1991,
4in 1999 and 16 in 2000). Thus,
there is no long tradition of
rhino poachers and middiemen
around Bardia. From 1986 to
1993, eight rhinos have been
poached, six in and two outside
the park.

Before the buffer zone was
set up around Bardiain 1997,
the forests outside the park were
fairly large compared with those

Esm ond-Martin

Table 2. Number of rhinos in Nepal, April 2000 census and 1994 count

ber 2000 in the buffer zone, the

. - Location April 2000 census 1994 count

last known rhino to beillegally :
killed. Using ahome-madegun, ~ Chitwan Valley*
the poacher fired abullet into the Inside park 492 411
rhino; however, the animal did In buffer zone 52 29

D ’ . Total 544 440
not die mstantlly but first trav- Royal Bardia National Park 67 -
_e”e_d several kilometres. Wh(_an Royal Suklaphanta Wildlife Reserve 1 -
it died and the four poachersin  Total for Nepal 612 -

the gang started to chop off the
horn with an axe, they were dis-
covered by several villagers,
who reported the incident to the
park authorities. Army and park staff immediately
went to the site and were able to collect the full horn
as the poachers had fled.

From 1994 to 2000, hunters have been unsuccess-
ful at poaching rhinosin Bardia Park, compared with
Chitwan Park, for several reasons. There are fewer
rhinos in Bardia; in the year 2000 there were 67 rhi-
nos in the 968 kn?of Bardia Park compared with 492
rhinos in Chitwan, which is approximately the same
size (see table 2). Most of the Bardiarhinos are lo-
cated in the Babai Valley, aremote and inaccessible
part of the park, whereasin Chitwan they are usually
found along the river close to human habitation. In
addition, far fewer people live around Bardia (about

annum

Source: DNPWC 2000
aGrowth rate of the Chitwan Valley population from 1994 to 2000: 3.88% per

surrounding Chitwan, and they offered the local
people ample supplies of wood, thatch and other ma-
terials, and adequate grazing for their livestock. Thus,
theincentive to enter Bardia Park to hunt for asmall,
isolated population of rhinos for economic gain was
slight.

Perhaps the most important factor for the recent
reduction of rhino poaching in and around Bardia Park
is because a well-thought-out rhino anti-poaching
strategy has been implemented and managed. There
are five anti-poaching units which patrol inside the
park and each unit employs one informer who moves
around the villages outside the park gathering infor-
mation on possible poachers and middlemen.
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Other informers are also working
inthe villages, gathering information
for Bardia s chief warden. In 2000,
for example, 11 rhino poachers were
apprehended because of information
that informers supplied. One of the
poachers admitted that between 1991
and 1993 he shot severa rhinoswith
ahome-made gun and sold the horns
for NPR 100,000 to 200,000 (the
equivaent of USD 3144 to 6287/kg)
to atrader from Nepaganj town (Shiv
Rg Bhatta, manager of the BardiaIn-
tegrated Conservation Project, pers.
comm. 2001). The actua poaching
gang consisted of about six people
who came from Taratal village out-
side the buffer zone to the south of
the park.

The Bardia anti-poaching units
arewell trained, disciplined and ef-
fectively led. WWF Nepal has pro-
vided them with communication sets, transport fa-
cilities and other equipment such as camping gear.
The informers have also received financial rewards
from ITNC. All these extra benefits from the NGOs
have notably increased the motivation of the menin
these units, which in turn has greatly increased their
effectiveness.

Asafurther incentive to improve the efficiency of
the guard postsinside Bardia, each month one or more
guards receives a reward of
NPR 1000 (USD 13.80) in early
2001 for outstanding service. A

Esmond Marti

These cattle have been impounded by the Royal Nepali Army for
illegally grazing inside Royal Chitwan National Park. The owners will
have to pay a fine to get them back.

greatly deterred poachers and those engaging in other
illegd activities, such as collecting firewood, smuggling
timber and grazing livestock illegally (seetable 3).
The strong cooperation between the park and its
partners—the Royal Nepali Army, DFOs, the Buffer
Zone Development Council, and NGOs—over the
past few years has greatly reduced poaching in and
around Bardia Park. This strong cooperation is prob-
ably the most important single component of Bardia's

Table 3. lllegal activities carried out in Royal Bardia National Park, 1998

third factor of the anti-poaching ~ 2nd 1999

gtrategy isthe met_hpd of patrol- 1998 1999

ling. Park authorities have de- - -

veloped what they call ‘sweep- Case Incidents  Offenders  Incidents Offenders

ing operations . When they are (no,) (o) (no.) (no.)

notified by their informersthat ~ Animal poaching 6 8 1 1

there may be a poaching gang Firewood collection 11 195 16 295

inacertain areaand thereisin-  11Mber smuggling 3 9 1 10

sufficient manpower in that G_I‘ahS_S cutting 13 1 9 134
lace, the park staff and the Fishing 6 67 3 22

P T . Fish poisoning 1 8 — _

army uniteand carry out ajoint  \yshroom collection 2 12 2 43

patrolling exercise, sometimes  Fern collection 3 24 - -

with elephants. Park officials  Illegal entry 1 7 1 21

have shown that these sweegping  Illegal cattle grazing - - - 512

operat.l ons, _W.hl ch often last for Source: Bhatta and Subba (2000 p. 4, 8)

daysin critical areas, have _no data
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anti-poaching strategy for rhinos, followed closely
by the effectiveness of the informers.

The importance of adequate
budgets

Chitwan Park earned USD 746,926 in the financial
year of 1999/2000 (see table 4), 97% of this coming
from tourist activities, but al this hasto be given to
the central government. In turn the central govern-
ment gives DNPWC a budget for Nepal' s parks, and
from this Chitwan Park was allocated USD 146,971
in the financia year of 1999/2000 (seetable5). This
isless than 20% of what the park earned and is not
enough to operate the park adequately. The budget
of Chitwan Park (excluding the army) was cut from

USD 219,488 in 1994/95 to USD 146,971 in 1999/
2000 because the funds supplied by the Central gov-
ernment to DNPWC were reduced. The budget for
Bardia Park (excluding the army) has also signifi-
cantly declined from 1994/1995 (see table 5). For the
first timein the park’s history, however, revenuein
1999/2000 exceeded Bardia' s budget (except for the
cost of the army) because of the sharp increase in
tourist numbers (see table 6). DNPWC officiasre-
port that they need more government money to en-
sure a bright future for the rhinos.

Conclusion

The anti-poaching strategies that DNPWC has devel -
oped for the Chitwan Valley and the Bardia area are

Table 4. Revenue raised in Royal Chitwan and Royal Bardia National Parks for 1997/1998 to 1999/2000

Royal Chitwan National Park

Royal Bardia National Park

Year Nepalese rupees US dollars Nepalese rupees US dollars
1997/1998 48,150,192 801,969 2,669,277 44,193
1998/1999 54,543,777 814,086 4,226,068 63,076
1999/2000 51,537,864 746,926 7,615,768 110,373

Source: Subba (2000 p. 14, 2001 p.18)

Table 5. Department of National Parks and Wildlife Conservation
budgets for Royal Chitwan and Royal Bardia National Parks, 1994/1995

to 1999/2000

excellent, but they are compli-
cated and definitely require supe-
rior management skillsif they are

to be implemented successfully.

Year Nepalese rupees US dollars X

Royal Chitwan National Park DNPWC does have afew offic-

1994/1995 10,893,200 219,488 erswho are capable of putting into

1998/1999 8,197,000 122,343 action such strategies. Its direc-

1999/2000 10,141,000 146,971 tor general must ensure that such

officers are always in place, as

Royal Bardia National Park these parks contain one of the

1995/1996 16,634,000 312,669 most endangered large animalsin

1998/1999 6,389,000 95,358 the world, the greater one-horned
1999/2000 6,770,000 98,116 rhino.

Source: Subba (2000 p. 23, 2001 p. 27)

Table 6. Number of tourists visiting Royal Chitwan and Royal Bardia

National Parks, 1997/1998 to 1999/2000

For the successful conservation
of the rhino to continue in Nepal,
more financia resources need to be
alocated in keeping with the large

sums of money raised from tour-

Year Royal Chitwan Royal Bardia ists who come to see the rhinos.
National Park National Park The DNPWC director general is

1997/1998 104,046 ? aware of the importance of greater
1998/1999 105,884 5,864 funding for Bardia and Chitwan.
1999/2000 117,512 9,610 He also realizes the value of in-

Source: Royal Chitwan and Royal Bardia National Parks, unpublished statistics

formers and reward money. Most
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of thismoney comesfrom NGOs, and DNPWC Direc-
tor General Maskey acknowledgesthat thereis no long-
term guarantee that the NGOs will continue to pay
money to informers and for rewards at the levelsre-
quired. To partially remedy this situation, he has pro-
posed that atrust fund be established with considerable
sums of money to help support Nepal’s parks (T.
Maskey, pers. comm. 2001).

The demand by some North American zoosis for
at least six pairs of rhinos from the wild populations
of the Indian subcontinent. For political reasons, In-
diaisunlikely to alow the export of liverhinosin the
near future. Since one breeding pair of greater one-
horned rhinos is worth to certain zoos a minimum
price of USD 250,000 to 300,000, perhaps the Nepal
government might consider selling several pairs of
their rhinos from those areas of Chitwan Park where
thereisasurplus. This money could then be put into
the trust fund to ensure that the remaining rhinos are
well protected from poachers. This proposal isacon-
troversial one, but Nepali officials should not be de-
terred from considering it. Thereis also a precedent
for such a sale; the government of Nepal, aswell as
having donated live rhinos as state gifts, has sold some
to various foreign institutions, such as the pair sold
to the Singapore Zoological Gardensfor USD 250,000
in 1987 (Bernard Harrison, executive director of
Singapore Zoological Gardens, pers. comm. 1990).
Between 1980 and 1997, 25 live rhinos were sent from
Nepal to various countries including 4 to India, 4 to
the USA, and 3 to Germany (Suwal and Shakya 2000).

Thereisdso another precedent, in adifferent part of
theworld, for the commercial sade of rhinos by agov-
ernment department. The KwaZulu-Natal authorities
in South Africa have been sdlling live black and white
rhinosfor years. Intheir auction held in 2000, six black
rhinos were sold for atotal of USD 330,000 and 43
white rhinosfor USD 1,230,000 (Emdlie 2000).

Money plus good |leadership and efficient manage-
ment by senior personnel are going to continue to be
the two key factors for the success of rhino conserva
tionin Nepal.
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Abstract

South Africa' s successful elephant conservation strategies have initiated the trand ocation of elephant breed-
ing groups and adult bulls from high-density populations to smaller confined areas. A limited number of the
adult bull introductions were unsuccessful. An investigation was undertaken to determine the causes of the
bull break-outs. No common factors were identified. Recommendations are offered as a guide to future trans-
location efforts.

Résumé

L es stratégies réussies de conservation des é éphants en Afrique du Sud ont donné naissance ala trand ocation
de groupes reproducteurs et des adultes méales des popul ations trés denses vers des zones confinées plus
petites. Un petit nombre d'introductions de adultes males n’ a pas réussi. On a mené une enquéte pour déterminer
les causes des échecs chez les males. On n’aidentifié aucun facteur commun. On présente des recommandations

pour aider les efforts futurs de translocations.

Introduction

This investigation forms part of a project commis-
sioned by the Elephant Management and Owners
Association (EMOA) to develop a database of al ele-
phant populations in South Africathat cannot be con-
sidered part of the Kruger National Park (KNP)
metapopulation. The investigation was considered a
priority by the Northern Province Nature Conserva-
tion Department as aresult of a recent unsuccessful
attempt to introduce a mature elephant bull older than
40 yearsto a confined areain Northern Province, and
the fact that other break-outs by mature bulls have
occurred in the past. The department’ s decisions on
future permit applications are based on these recom-
mendations that have further been incorporated into
the new EMOA e ephant policy. The Kruger Nationa
Park capture team fully supports these recommenda-
tions.

Investigation modus operandi

Theaim of thisinvestigation was to determine the rea-
sonsfor alimited number of unsuccessful mature ele-
phant bull introductions to game-fenced properties,
while others had been successful. The expertise and
experience of as many interested and affected parties
as possible have been considered in this process.

The investigation was conducted as follows. (The
term ‘boma’ as used hereis alarge, electrified hold-
ing camp of at least one hectare into which the
elephants are rel eased after transportation.)
¢ Kruger National Park was approached for alist of

all recipients of mature elephant bulls.

e The 15 landowners or their respective managers
who had received adult bulls from KNP were in-
terviewed.

 Information on the construction of the release
bomas, and their electrification in particular, was
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collected. Where possible the actua release bomas
were inspected.

e The circumstances under which break-outs oc-
curred were investigated.

« Discussions were held with a number of conserva
tion scientists who among them have had consid-
erable experience with the capture, translocation
and release of elephants into confined areas.

< Attempts were made to establish if any common
factors were associated with successful and unsuc-
cessful introductions.

History of bull elephant
introductions

From 1998 to 2000, KNP sold 71 adult elephant bulls
to 15 propertieswithin South Africa. Sde of family units
has been ongoing since 1995. The capture operation
was carried out by KNP officials using their own spe-
cialized equipment and personnel, and the elephants
were trangported to the purchaser’ s property.

The distance between the capture and the release
sites varied considerably. The straight-line distances
between the nearest KNP boundary to the release site
ranged from 8 to more than 300 km. On arrival at
their destination the elephants were released into an
eectrified acclimatization boma. The function of this
bomais essentially to introduce the elephants to an
electric fence and ensure that they experience suffi-
cient meaningful electric shocks for them to develop
a permanent respect for such fences.

The vegetation, and therefore available food plants
for elephants, varied in dl instances between the cap-
ture and the release sites, in various degrees. Unfor-
tunately no detailed analysis of the vegetation at cap-
ture and release sites could be done because of pre-
vailing financial and time congtraints. However, since
the type and quality of available food differed in each
case (including those with no break-outs), food
sources were not regarded as a primary cause for any
adult bull break-outs.

Success rates

The purchasers of the bulls included the KwaZulu-
Natal Wildlife (Hluhluwe-Umfolozi Peark received 10
bulls), the North West Parks and Tourism Board
(Pilanesberg and Madikwe Game Reserves each re-
ceived 6 bulls), and 13 private landowners (55
elephants).

Following their introduction, a number of escapes
from the fenced area were reported, occurring under
avariety of circumstances that rendered the electric
fence ineffective. In some cases these el ephants re-
turned to the property within afew days while others
never returned. These instances therefore cannot be
regarded as unsuccessful introductions or constitute
break-outs and for the purposes of thisinvestigation
are defined as escapes.

Some of the reasons for the escapes are as follows.
« power failure on a perimeter fence during the rainy

Season
< avoidance of the perimeter fence by swimming

across aflooded river
« destruction of fences in drainage lines caused by

excessiverainfal
« inability of management to patrol and maintain the
perimeter fence during an excessively wet season
« lack of eectrification of gatesin the perimeter fence
« placement of food outside the bomafence

In two instances free-ranging elephants entered an
enclosure and joined the introduced el ephant group.

An elephant introduction is considered to have
been unsuccessful in instances where the bulls have
either broken out of afunctional electrified perimeter
fence or broken out of the release boma and subse-
quently the perimeter fence.

Out of the 15 introductions, break-outs occurred
on five properties under circumstances that indicate
that the eight bulls in question had not developed a
respect for the electric fence. Kruger National Park
has an area more than 5000 km? and has about 10,000
elephants. It is therefore not possible to monitor all
elephant bulls to the extent that the behaviour of all
isknown. Therefore, it isnot possible to know whether
abull that is being captured for translocation has had
previous experience with breaking fences. The num-
ber of elephant bulls introduced to the 15 properties,
aong with the subsequent escapes and break-outs, is
summarized in table 1.

Factors that appear to have
influenced break-outs

The release boma

The relevant provincial conservation authority had in
all cases prescribed the design of the release boma.
These designs were essentidly adequate and were based
on past experience. However, different construction
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standards were applied in each case. The most impor-

tant shortcomings of these release bomas are listed here:

e The use of only one energizer for all live wires.
Multiple circuits reduce the risk of the fence be-
ing rendered inoperative should one of the circuits
be shorted out or alive wire snap.

e The use of inadequate materials in the construc-
tion of the release gate. In more than one instance
the rel ease gate was constructed by welding two
standard production cattle gates together. These
gates are made from 2.5 or 3.0 mm steel tubing
and are inadequate for el ephants.

 Inadequate electrification of the release gate.

« Poor electrical conductivity of the soil inside and
adjacent to the boma fence, resulting in an inad-
eguate earth circuit. This may have reduced the
effectiveness of the electric fence in some in-
stances, particularly in dry, sandy or stony soils.

e Therelease of bulls from the boma before they
have attained a respect for the fence.

« Electric wires under tension, which break easily.
Bulls with long tusks are able to use them to break
highly strained wires.

Age, social status and numbers of bulls
introduced

It is reasonable to assume that the older abull is, the

greater isthe chance that it has developed ingrained
behaviour patterns. Older bulls can aso be expected
to have come into contact with electric fencesin KNP,
and some of these have almost certainly developed
techniques for traversing such obstacles. Plenty of
anecdotal evidence exists to support this. KNP field
personnel havein the past recognized particular indi-
viduals as ‘problem’ bulls and these bulls have well-
earned reputations as fence breakers. Old bulls, 30—
35 years of age or older, have possibly migrated be-
yond the borders of KNP during their lives.

It is aso most probable that these older bulls have
consorted with numerous female groups during their
reproductive lives. The number of females of repro-
ductive age on the properties where these bulls have
been released hasin all cases been limited to a hand-
ful. In addition, if none of these cows wasin oestrous
at the time and therefore of no particular interest to
the bulls, this could well have enhanced their urge to
escape.

When older bulls are removed from their traditional
home ranges and introduced to a new locality with
foreign vegetation and surroundings and not enough
adult females, their urge to return to afamiliar envi-
ronment appears to be greater than that of younger
bulls and cows. Bulls with large tusks can also be
expected to be more adept at avoiding electric shocks
while manipulating fences and gate mechanisms.

Table 1. Results of adult elephant bull introductions to 15 properties between February 1998 and August
2000. Properties are grouped according to locality and not in chronological order of the introductions

No. Province Reserve Adult bulls Escaped Break-outs
introduced because of through
fence fault live fence

1 KwaZulu-Natal ~ Mkuze Falls Safaris 16 0 1

2 KwaZulu-Natal ~ Pongola Biosphere Reserve 3 2 0

3 KwaZulu-Natal ~ KwaZulu-Natal Wildlife—-HUPs 10 0 0

4 KwaZulu-Natal ~ Senekal Suikerboerdery, Pongola 1 0 0

5 KwaZulu-Natal Magudu Game Reserve 2 0 0

6 Mpumalanga Wilson’s Kop Boerdery 2 0 2

7 Northern Ndzalama Game Reserve 10 1 0

8 Northern Thornybusch Game Lodge 1 0 0

9 & Northern Maremani Nature Reserve and

10 Dubamanzi Conservancy 7 0 0

11  Northern Limpopo Safaris 4 2 2

12 Northern Greater Kuduland Safaris 2 0 0

13 Northern Shambala Game Reserve 1 0 1

14  North West Pilanesberg Game Reserve 6 0 0

15 North West Madikwe Game Reserve 6 0 2
Total 71 5 8
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When bulls were introduced in pairs they report-
edly had a mutual calming effect on each other. In
one instance two mature bulls were released into a
boma and the older broke out through the fence dur-
ing the night to feed on oranges that had been dumped
just outside the fence. This was discovered only the
next morning; the younger bull was till in the boma,
but in an extremely agitated state. Amazingly the older
bull returned through the damaged boma fence after
a few hours, and when they saw each other, the
younger one immediately calmed down and stopped
its attacks on the fence.

Elephants are individualistic and differ widely in
behavioura traits and temperament. Docile individu-
als habituate more easily in their new surroundings
than aggressive ones. Elephants with an established
history of fence breaking and general intolerance to-
wards humans will obviously be more difficult to
acclimatize. It is possible that it is these so-called
problem bulls that have repeatedly broken out through
afence. However, anumber of scientists with practi-
cal experience in introducing elephants to confined
areas are of the opinion that any bull, irrespective of
its age, size and temperament, can be taught to re-
spect electric fences. The key to success, they say, is
ensuring that these bulls receive effective and mean-
ingful electric shocks from the release-boma fence.

Experiencein South Africaindicates that € ephants
remember the effect of an electric fence for avery
long time. Where successfully introduced elephants
(that is, those that have been successfully conditioned
in an electrified release bomafor aslittle as 24 hours)
use avehicle track that runs parallel to an electric
fence they walk only on the tyre track farthest from
the fence. Thisis possibly to avoid accidenta contact
with the electric wires. This behaviour is aso quickly
learned by young calves (R.D. Carr, personal obser-
vations).

The presence of an established founder-
family group

The presence of afamily group on the property be-
fore the mature bulls are released appears to have had
little effect in the cases studied. Instances exist where
female and juvenile groups were present on the prop-
erty yet the mature bulls broke out. In one case the
bulls remained in the vicinity of the family group for
a couple of days, then they moved to the opposite
end of the property and broke out of the perimeter

fence. They then joined afamily group on the adjoin-
ing property. Quite possibly the reproductive state of
the females influenced their behaviour.

In most instances the mature bulls associated with
the female group after being released from the boma
for varying periods of time, and thereafter they
showed no inclination to escape.

In two other instances free-ranging bulls broke into
the property and joined either the family group or the
bull group. On one reserve three subadult bulls pushed
open an unlocked gate to enter.

Proximity of previous home range and
release sites

In one instance two bulls were rel eased onto a prop-
erty that was only 8 km from the KNP boundary near
Malelane, the vicinity of their capture. Both these bulls
broke out of the boma and perimeter fence during the
first night and returned to the park.

In a second instance where two bulls broke out,
the reserve lies on the Limpopo River. Free-ranging
elephants occur just across the river in Zimbabwe,
and these animals form part of the KNP popul ation.
Sincedl four of these bulls were captured in the north-
ern section of KNP, it islikely that they recognized
their surroundings. However, two other reservesin a
similar situation had no break-outs.

Recommendations

The most critical phase of the introduction of
elephants to a new and strange environment is the
time they spend in the release boma. In particular the
elephants will be introduced to an electrified fence
system, and must, in a short period, attain alasting
respect for such afence. The construction of the boma
isonly part of the process. Successful management
of the boma-training period requires a particular un-
derstanding of elephant behaviour. If speciaist knowl-
edge and experience can be acquired for this phase
of the operation, then this should be considered. Itis
unrealistic to expect that this critical phase can be
left to the limited skills of the new, inexperienced
owner or manager, irrespective of their general wild-
life management capabilities.

Thisinvestigation was unable to identify any com-
mon factors or circumstances that might have led to
break-outs. However, various shortcomings were ap-
parent in some cases, and the following recommen-
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dations are offered for introducing bulls to confined
areas.

The bulls

e Adult bulls should be translocated only to areas
where there is aready an established family unit.

e Theintroduction of elephantsto areasthat arein
close proximity to hunting activities should be
avoided or at least temporary cessation of hunting
should be considered.

e Adult bulls should be translocated in pairs, prefer-
ably of differing ages. The companionship between
two bulls that are introduced as a pair has a mutual
calming effect, possibly resulting in alowered urge
to break out.

« Bulls should not originate from an areawith known
‘problem bulls’. (Removal of a problem animal
from a particular areato avery largereserveis a
different matter.)

« Itisadvantageous to capture bulls from an area
where thereistourist activity and where they are
habituated to human presence. Thiswill help con-
siderably to calm them in the new reserve.

< Bullsover the age of 30 years should not be trans-
located to areas smaller than 30,000 hectares and
with a population of less than 50 elephants. Expe-
rienced persons can determine this age by head
shape and broadness, neck thickness, tusk thick-
ness at base and the molars when the animal is
anaesthetized. Although there is no evidence show-
ing that age alone has played adetermining rolein
the success or failure of bull introductions, the mo-
rality of removing an old bull over 30 or 35 years
old from a comfortable and well-established envi-
ronment and subjecting him to the sociad and physi-
cal hardships of translocation is questionable.
These old bulls are best left in the environment
where they are settled.

 Old bulls over 40 should not be trandocated at al.

The boma

Differing opinions exist among experienced elephant
managers regarding the strength of the release-boma
fence. Some are of the opinion that the fence needs
to be extremely strong in construction while others
have stated that a well-designed electrical systemis
the key issue. There is reason to believe that most
bulls, irrespective of their temperament, can develop

respect for an electric fence provided they receive

meaningful e ectric shocks while in the release boma.

Bullsthat have learned to break the wires with their

tusks or push trees onto the fence or have learned to

cause a short by other means remain a problem. The
following points should be considered in construct-
ing the bomafence:

* The bomafor adult bulls should be 2 hain size.

« Sufficient food must be available for the elephants
during their confinement. If the bomais large
enough, with dense natural vegetation, and the
elephants are confined for only one or two days,
this should not be a problem. Artificial food is not
advisable for various reasons.

Electrification of the fence should have the fol-
lowing specifications over and above the standard
specifications given in the EMOA policy:

« A voltage of 6000—-9000 should be maintained
throughout the elephants’ stay in the boma.

* Theentire steel and wire fence of the release boma
must be effectively earthed to the ground. This can
best be done by burying the bottom strand or
strands of the mesh along the entire length of the
boma fence.

e The soil should be saturated with water up to a
distance of 4 m on the inside of the fence just be-
fore the elephants are off-loaded from the truck to
maximize the earthing effect of the electric fence.
Thisis particularly necessary for sandy or stony
soils. The more effective the shock the quicker the
elephant will learn to respect the fence. For old
bulls, or those with long tusks, that might have
learned to negotiate electric fencesin the past, ad-
ditional live wires should be positioned inside
the fence, especially in corners, to guarantee an
effective shock. A successful technique used at
Pilanesberg was to string a live wire across the
corners of the boma high enough to touch the back
of the elephant and give it an unexpected shock.

Alternative fence designs to modify existing bomas

are possible, such as this one successfully used at

Mkuze Falls Safaris. two parallel fences are set about

3 m apart with additional slack electric wires. The

inner one consists of only four to five live strands of

steel wire, supported on wooden poles, and the outer
one (the main fence) constructed from Bonox-mesh
or diamond-mesh; the cables act as the earth. The
wires of the inner fence must be slack enough to pre-
vent a bull from breaking them easily with histusks.
Slack wirestend to dide off the tusks easily. Thein-
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ner fence will aso prevent even bulls with long tusks

from getting to the main fence or the gates to do any

damage.

e Multiple energizers should be used. If only one
energizer isused for al thelive wiresasingle short
circuit will render the entire fence inoperable. Two
or more separate circuits are therefore more effec-
tive.

e Therelease gate should preferably be of adliding
design and one that can be opened remotely with a
cable or ropeif necessary. This gate must also be
electrified.

< The construction of the release gate and the off-
loading ramp must be of heavy steel because this
isthe weakest section of the confinement. It must
also be carefully electrified.

The release

It is essential that large adult bulls receive a shock

and learn respect for the perimeter fence before they

are released from the boma. Adult bulls should not

be confined in the boma for long, or they become

bored, hungry and agitated. They should be released

once the dominant individual has experienced the

electric fence and appears to have calmed down. One

to two daysis recommended.

» A specialist should be present and advise on the
release time of bulls from the boma.

e Large bulls should be fitted with aradio collar.

« Specifically in areas where there is hunting, bulls
should be monitored.

Conclusions

Thisinvestigation did not reveal any common fac-
tors or circumstances to which break-outs by mature
bulls can be attributed. It must be accepted that
elephants are intelligent animals and that each indi-
vidual will behave differently depending onits unique
temperament and life experiences. No two elephants
will react in the same way in the same situation.

The most important step in introducing and estab-
lishing elephants in a new environment and specifi-
caly into relatively small, confined areasisthetrain-
ing period in the release boma. It is here that they
must be introduced to an electrified fence, in some
instances for the first time, and develop alasting re-
spect for it. The effectiveness of the fence and the
management of this critical period are essentia to the
success of the entire operation.
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Abstract

In Uganda, elephants have traditionally migrated through the Luwero Valley to Murchison Falls National
Park in the north and to Queen Elizabeth National Park in the south. As human settlement in the Luwero area
has blocked this migration corridor, people and elephants now compete for water and land resources. In the
face of human—elephant conflict, the option authorities chose was to translocate problem elephants out of the
areato Murchison Falls National Park. The move involved a multidisciplinary team effort of 46 Ugandans
and Kenyans. An aerial search with a plane and a helicopter located the elephants. They were darted and
anaesthetized then crated and transported, with veterinarian care throughout. Four problem elephants were
successfully relocated.

Résumé

En Ouganda, les éléphants migrent depuis toujours par la vallée de Luwero pour aler du Parc National des
Murchison Falls, au nord, vers le Parc National Queen Elizabeth, au sud. Comme des installations humaines
bloquent maintenant le couloir de migrations dans la région de Luwero, les hommes et |es é éphants sont dés
lors entrés en compétition pour I’ eau et les ressources du sol. Confrontées aux conflits hommes—éléphants, les
autorités ont choisi |’ option de déplacer |es éléphants a problémes hors de la région du Parc National des
Murchison Falls. Le déplacement a nécessité les efforts conjoints d’ une équipe de 46 Ougandais et Kenyans.
Des recherches réalisées avec un avion et un hélicoptére ont permis de localiser les éléphants. I1s ont recu une
fleche anesthésiante, puisils ont été placés dans de grandes caisses et transportés, sous la surveillance con-
tinue d’'un vétérinaire. On aains réussi a déplacer quatre éléphants a problémes.

Background tional Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW), which

In June 2000, the Kenya Wildlife Service (KWS) re-
ceived arequest from the Uganda Wildlife Authority
(UWA), seeking technical assistance in translocating
10-13 elephants from Wakyato Sub-county, L uwero
District to Murchison Falls National Peark. The trans-
location exercise was aimed at resolving along-stand-
ing human—elephant conflict.

Aninitial attempt at translocating the elephants
had been made in August 1999 but had to be aborted
after moving five of them, largely due to financial
constraints. Following this, UWA sent out an inter-
national appeal to the donor community seeking fi-
nancial support to move the rest of the elephants. The
appeal received positive response from the Interna-

pledged just under USD 100,000 for the exercise. By
the end of June 2000, KWS and UWA had reached
consensus to collaborate in moving these elephants.
Using the IFAW funds, KWS sent a reconnai ssance
team to the capture and the release sitesin July 2000.
The team confirmed that the exercise was feasible.
On 8 December 2000, UWA steff started monitor-
ing the elephantsin Luwero. Meanwhile, documents
and various government protocols were processed for
KWS to import equipment into Uganda. On 12 Feb-
ruary, an advance team arrived in Ugandato set up
camp, resurvey the capture and release sites, and com-
plete any pending logistical arrangements. The main
capture team arrived on 18 February 2001, and a
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Kenya Wildlife Service

multidisciplinary team worked together to carry out
the exercise on 19-20 February 2001.

Introduction

The elephantsin Wakyato Sub-county had lived amid
human settlement since the early 1970s after having
been cut off from other herds that had roamed the
entire areain earlier years. Elephants are reported to
have traditionally migrated through this area to
Murchison Falls in the north, and to Queen Elizabeth
National Park in the south (John Bosco Nuwe, pers.
comm.). Human settlement blocked off the migra-
tory corridors, leading to isolation of this small popu-
lation in Luwero. Increase in human population,
which was accelerated by an influx of pastordistsinto
the areain the late 1980s and 1990s, led to drastic
reduction of ranging space for these elephants and
increased human—elephant conflict. The elephants
competed for watering points that the people had dug
out for their livestock. They also terrorized villagers,
killing five people and wreaking havoc on crops and
other property.

Vg -

Taking the body measurements of the anaesthetized elephant.

In the face of this escalating conflict, various op-
tions were considered. Rel ocating the peoplein favour
of the elephants was neither politically right nor hu-
mane. Killing the e ephants would have been the easiest
option but was considered to be neither humane nor of
conservation vaue. Leaving the Stuation without interver+
tion would expose the  ephantsto the risk of being killed
by thelocal community. UWA considered moving the
elephantsto a better location to be the best option.

Here we describe how this small herd of elephants
in Luwero was successfully trandocated to Murchison
Falls National Park to resolve the long-standing hu-
man—elephant conflict and save the elephants.

Capture area

Luwero is generally a swampy area. The vegetation
structure could be described as a mixture of patches
of open grassand with bushy woodland. This type of
vegetation did not pose any visihility difficulties from
the air although it greatly reduced accessibility on
the ground. The swampy terrain made it necessary to
do the operation during the dry season.
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... and hauled by tractor.

Materials and methods

Total aerial count

To ascertain how many elephants were present, we
did an aerial search, using the standard technique of
‘total agria count’ as described by Douglas-Hamilton
(1996), Douglas-Hamilton et al. (1994) and Norton-
Griffiths (1978). Success of the method depends on
the experience of the pilot and the flight crew (Dou-
glas-Hamilton 1994; Litoroh 1995). This search had
the advantage of a well-experienced front-seat ob-
server and two experienced pilots, familiar with the

survey area, who acted as rear-seat
observers.

A six-seater Hughes 500 Jet
Ranger helicopter and atwo-seater
Husky plane were used for the search.
Both aircraft have good visibility, a-
lowing observers to make accurate
counts. Approximately 300 kn? were
covered in 2.25 hr of count time, giv-
ing a searching rate of about 120 kn?/
hr. Thisrate gives data quality of cat-
egory two as described in the Afri-
can elephant database (Said et al.
1995). The helicopter hovered low
over the thick bushesin an effort to
flush out any hiding elephants, but
none were seen.

Kenya Wildlife Service

Capture and translocation

A multidisciplinary team of 46
people from KWS and UWA wasin-
volved in the exercise. We used a
wide range of equipment including
capture, communication, security,
veterinary and laboratory equipment
aswell as different types of vehicles
and aircraft. We also used awide
variety of veterinary and first-aid
drugs.

The elephants were located using
the Husky plane and darted from a
helicopter. The darted animals were
herded towards open glades close to
where the ground capture team had
been positioned. They resisted being
pushed to the open, however, and fell
in the forest, from where they had to be recovered
using atractor and trailer and moved to a suitable
loading area.

The elephants were immobilized using 18 mg of
etorphine hydrochloride (M99) mixed with 5000 i.u.
of hyaluronidase administered using the method de-
scribed by Kock et al. (1993). The animals went down
in about 6 minutes on average except in one case
where the first dart landed obliquely, depositing the
drug just under the skin, and the animal had to be
redarted after about 20 minutes.

Once the animal was down, the helicopter directed
the ground team through the woods to the site. The

Kenya Wildlife Service
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veterinarians and some capture rangers armed with
heavy-calibre rifles advanced speedily to the site on
foot to ensure that the animal wasin a suitable lateral
position and in a stable state of anaesthesia. Mean-
while with the aid of abulldozer, an access way was
quickly made to the site to enable the rest of theteam
with the vehicles and the recovery trailer to movein.

The dephants were kept in a state of unconscious-
ness using additional doses of etorphine of about 4 mg.
The vital parameters (temperature, pulse rate and res-
piration) of the animals were monitored and recorded
a 5-minute intervals. The mucous membranes were
frequently observed to gauge the level of circulating
oxygen in the animal’ s blood. The animals were kept
cool by pouring cold water on their earflaps. Dart
wounds and other injuries were treated conventionaly.

Elephants were recovered from the woodland and
put into transportation crates using conveyor and hy-
draulic systems. They were revived using 50 mg of
diprenorphine administered into the ear vein. The
eephantswere tranquillized for transportation using 120
mg of azaperone tartarate administered into the neck
muscle just before reviving them. They were escorted
by aveterinarian and rangersto the release site, where
they were free released at an off-loading ramp.

A radio collar was fitted on one of the elephants
and the others were marked with paint for monitor-

Elephants were put into transportation crates and escorted to the release site.

ing, to determine if they would settle down and es-
tablish new home ranges.

Results and discussion

Four el ephants were counted during the aeria surveil-
lance, two males and two females. All four were suc-
cessfully captured at Luwero, trand ocated and rel eased
a Murchison Falls National Park with no mortality.

Any possibility of elephants hiding in thick veg-
etation was remote, as the helicopter would likely have
flushed them out. Therefore, previous elephant num-
bers assessed before translocation were an overesti-
mation. This was attributable to the limitations of the
monitoring method, which used footprint observations
asan index of elephant abundance.

We concluded that Luwero had only four elephants,
and all four were safely moved to Murchison Falls
National Park, thus resolving the human—el ephant con-
flict at Luwero. The trand ocation was 100% success-
ful when measured againgt its objectives.
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Abstract

A dry-season dung count was carried out in January 2001 at the Ankasa Conservation Areain south-western
Ghana to estimate the elephant population. After a reconnaissance, the study area was stratified into three
strata of density: high, medium and low. But a better design was to arrange a high-density stratum along the
Suhien River, on which 43 dung piles were spotted on the 16 transects that constituted the stratum. No dung
piles were seen on the four transects that fell outside the Suhien River band. The elephant population was
estimated to be 21 with 95% confidence limits of £ 15. Thisis probably the smallest elephant population in
Ghana sforest zone.

Résumé

En janvier 2001, on afait un recensement des crottes d’ éléphants en saison séche, pour estimer la population
d’ ééphants dans |’ Aire de Conservation d’ Ankasa, au sud-ouest du Ghana. Aprés une reconnaissance sur le
terrain, la zone d' étude a été partagée en trois strates de densité dense, moyenne et faible. Mais on atrouvé
préférable d’ arranger une strate de forte densité le long de la Suhien, ou I’ on a apergu 43 tas de crottes sur 20
transects. On a estimé que la population d’ éléphants s élevait a 21 individus, avec une limite de confiance a

95% de £15. C'est probablement la plus petite population d’ éléphants de la zone forestiére du Ghana.

Introduction

In West Africa, the number of elephants has decreased
dramatically as a consequence of hunting and habitat
loss (Roth and Douglas-Hamilton 1991). Today, West
African elephants account for less than 5% of the
continental total (Barnes et al. 1999). They are found
in small, isolated populations scattered throughout the
region. This situation has necessitated the develop-
ment of a subregional elephant management strategy
(AfESG 1999) and Ghana has prepared a national
strategy (Wildlife Division 2000).

As part of the implementation of the strategy, the
Ghana Wildlife Division isrequired to survey al the
elephant populationsin the country. This report de-
scribes the first elephant survey of the Ankasa Con-
servation Area (ACA).

Study area

The census zone covered the Ankasa Conservation
Area, which comprises the Ankasa Resource Reserve
and the Nini-Suhien National Park (fig. 1). These two
adjacent forests cover atotal area of 509 km? The
arealiesin the wet evergreen zone (Hall and Swaine
1981) and falls within the western block of the
Guinea—Congolian zone (Hawthorne and Musah
1993). The terrain is hilly. Parts of the Ankasa Re-
source Reserve have been lightly logged. The Nini-
Suhien National Park has been less disturbed by log-
ging because access to it is difficult (Hawthorne and
Musah 1993). Hawthorne and Musah (1993) have
described the condition of the Ankasa Resource Re-
serve as ‘good’ and the Nini-Suhien Nationa Park as
‘excdlent’. The Ankasa Conservetion Areaisthe most

Pachyderm No. 31 July—December 2001

63



Nini-Suhien
National Park
‘v

Reserve

2°45'W 2°40'W 2°35'W 2°30'W
e N
rivers 0 5 km
AN hills
swamps
v v

Figure 1. Ankasa Conservation Area (modified from PADP 1998). The River Suhien forms the boundary
between the Nini-Suhien National Park and the Ankasa Resource Reserve. The insert maps show the

location of Ankasa.

important forest block in Ghanain plant biodiversity.

The annual rainfall is between 1800 and 2000 mm
(EDG 1992), falling mainly in two wet seasons: May—
July and October—November. The driest months are
January and February.

Methods

A reconnaissance was conducted in December 2000
to obtain ageneral impression about the terrain, types
of vegetation and approximate dung-pile abundance,
among other factors. The study areawas then divided
into three strata: the whole of the national park con-
stituted the high-density stratum; the medium-den-
sity stratum covered the northern fringes of the re-
source reserve and extended to about 4 km south of
the Suhien River (fig. 2); the entire southern part of
the resource reserve constituted the low-density stra-
tum. No dung piles were seen in the low-density stra-
tum during the reconnai ssance; the elephant density
was therefore assumed to be zero and no transects

were placed there (fig. 2).

A similar survey had been conducted in February
and October 2000 in the Kakum Conservation Area,
with an area of 366 km? and lying in the moist ever-
green zone (Hall and Swaine 1981) of southern
Ghana. It showed that 13-15 transects is the optimum
sample size for dung countsin the Kakum area. This
sample size was considered and increased to 20
transects for our survey at Ankasa. According to the
reconnaissance, dung density in the high- and me-
dium-density strata was in the proportion of 65:35.
The 20 transects were thus allocated to the two strata
in that proportion: 13 transects to the high-density
and 7 transects to the medium-density stratum. The
standard line transect method (Buckland et al. 1993;
Barnes 1996) was employed for the dung counts
(Barnes and Jensen 1987). The transects, each one
minute of latitude or longitude long (1.84 km), were
randomly distributed in the two strata and aligned per-
pendicular to major streams and water courses in
north—south or east—west directions.
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Figure 2. Ankasa Conservation Area showing the distribution of

transects in the high- and medium-density strata.

The survey team worked in two groups of three
plus aline cutter. Each group walked once down the
transects, which were temporary, led by a compass
man and aline cutter. Stages of dung piles were re-
corded and their perpendicular distances from the
centre-line of transects measured with tapes. Distance
along transects was measured using a Keson Road-
runner (along-distance measuring whedl with afive-
digit counter fitted with an adjustable handle and used
for measuring straight or curvilinear surfaces).

The program DISTANCE (Laake et al. 1993) was
used to analyse the data to obtain the dung-pile den-
sity estimations.

Elephant numbers

Assuming that ACA was in a steady state
(McClanahan 1986) at the time of the dung count,
we estimated the density of elephants (E) using esti-

5km

mates of three variables. E = Yr/D,
where Y = dung-pile density, r = de-
cay rate, D = defecation rate; r =
0.0209 for the Ankasa dry season
(Barnes et al. 1994). Since there was
no estimate of the defecation rate for
ACA, the one from Tchamba (1992)
was used: D =19.8.

The densities were then converted
into elephant numbers by multiplying
the respective densities by the corre-
sponding area of each stratum. The
analysis was done separately for each
stratum, after which the separate es-
timates were combined (Norton-
Griffiths 1978) to obtain the overall
estimate of elephant numbers for
ACA. The confidence limit calcula-
tions for the estimation of elephant
numbers are given in Barnes (1993).

Therainfall modd is probably the
most accurate method for analysing
dung-count data because it takesinto
account the rainfall preceding the
count and makes no assumptions con-
cerning either steady states or normal-
ity (Barnes et al. 1997; Barnes and
Dunn forthcoming). However, it re-
quiresrainfal datafor the two months
preceding the survey. These datawere
not available for ACA; the only avail-
able data were those for 1993 and 1994. Rainfall data
for the rainfall model were therefore collected from
the nearest meteorological station, whichis Axim, 40
km from the study area.

Results

Dung-pile density in each stratum

Inall, 43 dung piles were spotted: 20 in the high-den-
sity stratum and 23 in the medium-density. The num-
ber of dung piles per transect ranged from 0 to 12 for
the high-density stratum with an average of 1.54 per
transect. In the medium-density stratum the number
ranged from O to 8 with an average of 3.29 dung piles
per transect. The dung-pile density per transect wassig-
nificantly higher in the medium-density stratum (U =
45, p < 0.01). Table 1 showsthe density of dung piles
in each stratum and their variances.
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Table 1. Estimates of dung-pile density per stratum in Ankasa Conservation

The line transect model gave

Area a better fit to the perpendicular
Stratum Area Dung-pile variance  Number  distancesinthenew stratum (fig.
(km?) density of 5) compared with the poor fit to
) transects  the datain the previous arrange-
ment of strata (figs. 6 and 7).
High-density HZ HZ
stratum (1) 166.00 63.74 1603.60 13 Elephant numbers
Medium-density 75.84 HN HN The scatter of pointsin figure 8
stratum (2) 196.88 6696.80 7 g|VeS the regr on poor pl’ediC-
High-density stratum tive power; therefore, any esti-
after the post-facto FS FS mates of Ankasa rainfall made
stratification 142.81 142.69 2336.18 16

from this regression would be
unreliable. The Axim data for

The mathematical models used for the dung-pile density estimations: HZ = hazard

rate, HN = half normal, FS = Fourier series

Post-facto stratification

Observations on the ground during the main survey
showed that elephants were active along the Suhien
River. We therefore made a post-facto stratification
(White and Edwards 2000) of the study areato im-
prove the precision of the estimates.

All the dung piles were spotted within 4 km on
either side of the river (fig. 3). This band was thus
trested as one stratum (the high-density stratum), with
16 transects in which 43 dung piles were recorded,
an average of 2.69 dung piles per transect. The rest
of the study area where no dung piles were spotted
congtituted the low-density stratum (fig. 4).

147

£ .
= 12

[N
o
1

Number of dung
2

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Distance from the river (km)

Figure 3. Scatter diagram of the number of dung piles seen on
transects and the nearest distance from the midpoint of the
transect to the Suhien River.

- - - - stratum
boundary

two months preceding the survey

5 km

Figure 4. Ankasa Conservation
Area showing the distribution of
transects after the post-facto
stratification.

thus could not be used to predict
ACA rainfal, and the rainfall model
could not be used in this case to esti-
mate el ephant numbers.

Elephant numbers were derived
by using the steady-state assumption
model of elephant densities: dung
pile density asgivenintable 1, dung
rates from Barnes et al. (1994) and
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Figure 5. Frequency distribution of the perpendicular distances of
dung piles after post-facto stratification (n = 43, f(0) = 0.20).
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Figure 6. Frequency distribution of the perpendicular distances of dung
piles in the high-density stratum (n = 20, f(0) = 0.15).
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Figure 7. Frequency distribution of the perpendicular distances of dung
piles in the medium-density stratum (n = 23, f(0) = 0.22).

defecation rates from Tchamba
(1992). Vaues were multiplied by
the area of each stratum (table 1).
Elephant numbers thus derived
were 11 + 15 in the high-density
stratum and 16 + 16 in the me-
dium-density stratum.

Discussion

The gtratification was based on the
reconnaissance conducted in De-
cember, but a month later the
transects recorded a higher dung-
pile density in the medium-den-
sity stratum (table 1). This could
be due to the relatively short pe-
riod of the reconnaissance
coupled with the small, mobile
and clumped nature of the ele-
phant groups. Also, there was
little literature on the distribution
of elephantsin ACA. Survey
teams are likely to encounter this
kind of problem in areas holding
small populations. To avoid this,
areconnai ssance should be done
to identify the areawith no dung
piles and then the rest of the study
area should be treated as one stra-
tum.

The number of dung piles re-
corded was 20 in the high-density
stratum and 23 in the medium-
density stratum. These numbers
are fewer than the minimum of 60
to 80 needed to achieve a satisfac-
tory level of precision (Buckland
et a. 1993). The post-facto strati-
fication resulted in a better fit of
the line transect model to the data
and thus probably gives a better
estimate of the elephant popula-
tion than the origina stratification.

The estimate of 21 elephants
confirms the suspicion of the park
management that ACA holds a
very small population. It may cur-
rently be holding the smallest ele-
phant population in the wildlife-
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protected areas of the forest zones of Ghana. Accord-
ing to Sukumar (1993), it is unlikely to be aviable
population size. Such a population, if isolated, runs
the risks of demographic and environmental

stochagticity (Sukumar 1993; Barnes 1999). We have
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small. However, it has not been proven whether this
population is an isolated one. It is thus recommended
that further work be carried out to determine whether
the elephants move between Ankasa and the adjacent
Draw River Forest Reserve.

At the time of our survey, elephant activitieswere
common along the Suhien River, and we recommend
that future surveys conducted in the dry season should
follow the stratification shown in figure 4.
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Quelques élements sur les effectifs d’éléphants au
parc national du Niokolo Koba (année 2000)

Geoffroy Mauvais

Direction des parcs nationaux, BP 513, Dakar Fann, Senegal
email: geoffroymauvais@hotmail.com

Résumé

Une étude sur les é éphants du parc national du Niokolo Koba au Sénégal a été menée au premier semestre de
I’ année 2000. Prospection pédestre et aérienne ont ainsi permis de préciser |’ effectif présumé de |’ espece dans
le parc et confirment ainsi safaiblesse.

Abstract

During the first semester of 2000, an elephant survey was carried out in order to get a precise knowledge of
the number of elephants in Senegal’s Niokolo Koba National Park. Ground and aerial surveys confirmed that
the number of elephants in the park is very low.

Introduction

Leprésent articledresse le bilan
d'une éude rédisée dansle parc
national du Niokolo Koba
(PNNK) (9130 km+ en zone
soudano-guinéenne, 13° nord et
13° ouest, 1000 & 1500 mm de
pluie annuelle) au cours du pre-
mier semestre 2000 sur la popu-
|ation d' ééphants qui vit dansles
limites de I'aire protégée.
L’ensemble de I’ étude a été
financé par le Fonds Francais
pour I' Environnement Mondial,
dans le cadre du projet FAC/
FFEM de réhabilitation du
PNNK et de sapériphérie.

Lesagents et cadres delaDi-
rection des parcs nationaux du
Sénégal ont permis sa
réalisation, en particulier le per-
sonnel du parc national du
Niokolo Koba

® DALABA Zone de survivol aérien

. /Zone de prospection
pédestre

/ Zone de répartition des
———_contacts directs et des
traces fraiches

Contexte général

0 10 20 km

L es données concernant les

éléphants a I’ Est du Sénégal Figure 1. Les méthodes différentes employées indiquent que peu
font cruellement défaut jusque  d’éléphants existent o au parc national de Niokolo Koba.
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dans les années 50. On sait qu’ils faisaient |’ objet
d’ une chasse sportive non réglementée. Quant au
commercedel’ivoire, il acoursdepuis|e dix-septiéme
siecle sans restriction. En 1967 (octobre), 1968
(janvier et juin), des dénombrements aériens laissent
supposer la présence d’ une centaine d' é éphants sur
le territoire du parc du Niokolo. En 1969 (mai) alors
gu’ une sécheresse importante a tari tous les points
d’eau intérieurs, 150 animaux sont comptés sur le
fleuve Gambie, en une journée de survol. En 1970
(mai), ce sont 200 individus qui sont estimés, au cours
d’ une seule journée. Mais en 1985, on n’ estime plus
la population qu’ a une cinquantaine d'individus et,
en 1993, &30 individus seulement.

Letableau 1 suivant fait la synthése des informa-
tions disponibles sur les éléphants au parc national
du Niokolo, par compilation des rapports de surveil-
lance du parc.

Tableau 1. Nombre de mois/an ou au moins une
observation d’'éléphant est consignée au parc

1982 11 1989 6 1995 3
1983 10 1990 5 1996 4
1984 11 1991 4 1997 4
1985 10 1992 6 1998 0
1986 9 1993 4 1999 2
1987 7 1994 6 2000 2
1988 6

Laréduction de la dispersion des postes dans le
parc, au milieu des années 80 explique en partie la
diminution du nombre de contacts. Le braconnage
intensif dont I’ espéce a fait I’ objet accroit ce
phénomeéne et, a partir de lafin des années 80, les
contacts mensuels deviennent rares. Les plus gros
troupeaux observeés récemment au parc ont été de 37
individus (avril 85) et 17 individus (ao(t et décembre
85), et ces derniéres années, moins de 5 individus.

Opération pédestre de recherche
des indices de présence

Cette opération avait pour objectif de repérer tous les
indices directs ou indirects de la présence des
éléphants dans |e parc, pour établir la carte de distri-
bution de I’ espece. Elle s’ est déroulée du 17 avril au
16 juillet 2000.

A partir des axes de circulation, des prospections
pédestres, réparties au hasard, sont effectuées ala

boussole. Les cours d' eau, les galeries forestiéres, les
mares, sources, foréts ou plateaux importants sont
individuellement prospectés. Certains transects
systématiques sont parcourus. Ces lignes font
approximativement 10 km. Tous les éléments
permettant d’ estimer la présence récente ou ancienne
des animaux sont enregistrés en détail sur une fiche
et localisés par GPS.

Résultats

Sur les 10 patrouilles principal es menées dans la zone,
8 ont permis lalocalisation de traces anciennes, et 1
seulement |e contact avec des traces fraiches. Dans
laplupart des cas, les groupes éaient constitués d'un
ou deux adultes et d’un ou deux jeunes. Plusieurs
galeries et mares asséchées ont été prospectées
spécifiguement sans succes. Sur 48 transects
systématiques effectués (500 km), 15 ont révélé des
traces anciennes et aucun n’a permis le contact avec
des traces fraiches. Les fiches de relevé desindices
mentionnent en général un faible nombre d' animaux
mélangeant adultes et jeunes (au maximum 2 adultes
et 2 jeunes). Enfin, laGambie a é&é longée sans succes
également.

Aucune présence récente d' é éphants n’ est décelée
danslazone, y compris aux abords des points d’ eau
gu’ils fréguenterai ent nécessai rement a cette saison,
al’exception d’un cours d’ eau affluent du Niokolo
ou sont passés un adulte et un jeune.

Survol aérien de recherche des
éléphants

Par défaut de disponibilité d’ un avion a ailes hautes,
recommandé pour ce type de travail, I"avion utilisé
est un Piper (PA 128) équipé d’un GPS GARMIN
100. Trois personnes (en plus du pilote) ont pris place
abord de |’ avion pour assurer |e dénombrement. La
visibilité des observateurs en places arriéeres est
considérablement réduite dans ce type d’ appareil,
¢’ est pourquoi seule larecherche des éléphants a été
assurée au cours des vols pour éviter toute dispersion
del’ attention.

Le survol delazone Est du parc (voir carte) s est
étalé sur 5 jours au départ de I’ aérodrome de Siminti.
L’ altitude moyenne de surval était de 300 2400 pieds.
La vitesse de vol moyenne sur transect était de 160
km/h. L’ échantillonnage de la zone s’ est fait par
transects systématiques, prédéfinis sur carte et
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programmeés dans le GPS de navigation. Les transects
(axe Ouest—Est) sont des bandes paralléles de 75 km
de longueur espacées de 4 km (chacun d' eux et divisé
en 3 tiers de 25 km). Des transects complémentaires
ont été faits, de longueur variable selon la zone (30 a
60 km), du méme espacement mais décalés de 2 km
pour éviter le chevauchement.

Résultats

Sur un total de 29 heures 30 de vol, un peu plusde 21
heures ont été utilisées en survol méthodique de la
Zone, soit une longueur approximative de 3360 km
linéaires.

Seul un crane a pu étre repéré, au sud-est du parc.
Dans les catégories de Douglas, Hamilton et Hillman
(1981), il s'agirait d'un squelette « vieux » (au moins
un an) car les ossements ne portent plus de peau et
sont d'un blanc trés clair. L’ utilisation d’un avion a
ailes basses, I'importance du couvert végétal et dela
zone non couverte par les transects doit cependant
tempérer les conclusions qui peuvent étre tirées de ce
travail.

Données complémentaires

Dans le cadre d’ opérations conduites sur le parc avec
des partenaires priveés, un hélicoptére a assuré la
prospection du parc (par transects bandes et survol
libre) pendant 21 heures. Un contact visuel direct a
pu étre établi al’Est du mont Assirik en mai. 1l
s agissait de 4 individus, dont 2 adultes (un méle et
une femelle d’ une quinzaine d' années) et 2 jeunes
(environ 4-5 et 7-8 mois).

Une observation directe d' un adulte isolé a été
signalée sur le territoire du parc, réalisée par un
touriste et un guide sur lamontée vers Assirik le 17
février.

Conclusions

Lerésultat de cette opération est fort modeste : trois
contacts directs (un solitaire, une famille de 4
individus et un animal mort). La prospection au sol a
permis d'identifier divers sites occupés au cours de
I"année, mais a pointé ceux qui ne le sont plus (les
rives de la Gambie, diverses mares...). Partout ou des
groupes ont s§journé, on note lafaiblesse de I’ effectif
(1 a2 adultes, 1 a2 jeunes) et lasimilitude de leur
composition qui fait penser qu'il s'agit des mémes
animaux. On observe donc que :
 lapopulation n’est plus au niveau des années 90
(30 individus) comme en témoigne lafaible dis-
persion de |’ espéce au cours de cette éude
* deux trés jeunes animauix ont €té observés avec un
male et une femelle adultes : I’ espéce poursuit donc
sareproduction ce qui indique qu’ elle trouve en-
core dans le parc |les conditions favorables a sa
survie
» dans ce groupe familial, un éléphanteau était
orphelin. Or lamortalité naturelle d' une femelle
en &ge de reproduction est plutbt exceptionnelle
* I’observation d’un créne et d’ ossements d’un
individu mort récemment (un an environ) témoigne
également du maintien d’ une mortalité
Les effectifs globaux de I’ espéce dans le parc, en
I état de nos connaissances, sont donc extrémement
limités, peut é&re méme en deca du seuil de viabilité
de |’ espece.
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FIELD NOTES

Elephants, Crops and People project in Ishasha Sector,
southern Queen Elizabeth National Park, Uganda

Michael Keigwin

Low Mains Farm, Masham, North Yorkshire, HG4 4PS and

PO Box 34020, Kampala, Uganda
email: ecp_Uganda@hotmail.com

By definition, Queen Elizabeth National Park (QENP)
Uganda as a Biosphere Reserve has e ephants and hu-
mans cohabiting and ‘ sharing’ resources, including land.
Uganda's elephant population crashed by over 90%
from poaching during the civil chaos of the 1970s and
1980s. One would imagine, therefore, that the human
population and the resultant low elephant population
would interact but little. This assumption could not be
further from reality. Y ears of park encroachment, un-
controlled resource use and human pressurein the re-
gion mean that locd farmers now cultivate land along-
side el ephants, sometimes even sharing resources. The
interaction between humans and elephantsin thisre-
gionisnegative, and it seems set to worsen asit contin-
ues. lronically the Ugandan Wildlife Authority origi-
nally started in 1925 as the Elephant Control Depart-
ment. What have we learned in 75 years? One aspect is
that protected areas always need to be actively man-
aged in close partnership with local people. After QENP
was ravaged by severe poaching and began to be re-
stored, government departments functioned under con-
siderable fiscal, political and infrastructura congtraints.
Management priorities focused on other issues, to the
detriment of community relations and partnerships.

Unlike in other African countries and parks, no
land outside the protected areas is available to
elephants, and the very borders of this reserve, which
used to harbour Africa s highest biomass of mega her-
bivores, are under constant and ever-increasing pres-
sure from human demands, in both the northern and
the southern areas of the park.

Away from the well-researched northern QENP
eephant population, the Elephants, Crops and People
(ECP) project started work in southern QENP, bor-
dering the Parc National de Virungain the Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo (DRC). ECP isresearching
the status of the elephant population and is carrying
out long-term management-oriented research with the
Uganda Wildlife Authority and local farmersto find
ways to mitigate current and future el ephant-human
interactions in the region. The project is also moni-
toring the recent immigration of el ephantsinto south-
ern QENP from DRC as they attempt to move away
from adverse human activity. From afeasibility study
in 1998 to identify the key management problemsin
the area, ECP found start-up funds from the Royal
Geographica Society, the Rufford Foundation and the
US Fish and Wildlife Service and started fieldwork
in early 2000.

Within one month of setting up aversion of the
standardized interaction monitoring system aong the
whole border region, we had confirmed over 150 sepa-
rate crop-raiding incidents. All interaction has so far
happened at night. Not only bull and bachelor groups
raid the crops but aso family groups and large aggre-
gations sometimes numbering over 150. We have
found that most of the interaction occurs when
elephants move into Uganda from DRC in the wet
season.

The ECP team monitors the transmigration be-
tween DRC and Uganda by walking a 25-km stretch
of the Ishasha River and recording evidence of
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elephants at known crossing points. November 2000
saw alargeinflux of elephantsinto the area. During
Uganda' s poaching years it was thought that some
elephants took refuge in DRC, and this does seem
likely. However, the reverse now appears to be hap-
pening. We also believe that elephants are moving
back into the southern areas of QENP, from where
human pressure had previously forced them out.
Other than on the odd occasion, the southern QENP
elephants have proved difficult to observe, not least
because of their reactions and flight from humans and
vehicles. Within the past year, ECP has found that
the prospects for these el ephants are good, and their
numbers are once again increasing. Y oung and sub-
adults are abundant, being supported by strong fam-
ily groups. Few matriarchs are over 40 years old, and
we have found only one bull over 50 years. We be-
lieve that elephants are still moving in semi-perma-
nent aggregations but that these may be starting to
break up. The aggregations usually contain regular-
sized family groups (12 to 14 elephants). Only in one
aggregation have we seen evidence of broken family

groups, some of which could be orphan groups.

ECP places priority on developing and expanding
Ugandan expertise and experience. The ECP team
consists of two research assistants, afield support
team (including a driver-mechanic and cook) and 18
local community farmers who are employed to moni-
tor the elephant—human interaction along the border.
Core team members are given an ongoing opportu-
nity to develop in anumber of ways, from learning to
drive and giving lectures to attaining academic
achievements.

The ECP programme is also sponsoring two Ugan-
dan master’ s research projects at Makerere Univer-
sity. The projects have been designed to be relevant
to the concerns of both ECP and the Uganda Wildlife
Authority. Oneistitled, ‘ The status and distribution
of Acacia sieberiana regeneration in southern QENP
and its potential effects on elephant—human interac-
tion’; the other, ‘ The human natural resource usein
southern QENP and its potential effects on elephant—
human interaction’.

We will keep Pachyderm informed.

Two successful elephant translocations in Kenya

Moses Litoroh,* Patrick Omondi,? Elphas Bitok,® Elizabeth Wambwa*

1 Research Scientist, Shimba Hills National Reserve, PO Box 30, Kwale, Kenya

email: sable@africaonline.co.ke

2National Elephant Coordinator, PO Box 40241, Nairobi, Kenya

email: pomondi@kws.org

8 Research Scientist, Elephant Programme, PO Box 40241, Nairobi, Kenya
4Chief Veterinary Officer, Kenya Wildlife Service, PO Box 40241, Nairobi, Kenya

email: ewambwa@yahoo.com

Although translocation of elephants has been prac-
tised in countries such as South Africafor many years,
itisaredatively new aspect of conservation in Kenya,
the first such exercise having taken place seven years
ago. Thus we are pleased that two exercises under-
taken in 2000 were successfully completely without
the loss of asingle animal.

In March, 10 elephants were moved from two pri-
vate game sanctuariesin Laikipia (north of Mt Kenya)
to Meru Park; in October, three e ephants were moved
from Shimba Hills National Reserve (in Kwale Dis-
trict, near Mombasa) to Tsavo East National Park.
All three of the source sites had been fenced to keep

wildlife from ravaging the neighbouring smallhol der
farms, but certain elephants had taken to breaking
down the fences and the havoc they were wreaking
incurred the understandable wrath of the farmers.
Previously the Kenya Wildlife Service (KWS) had
dealt with such cases by shooting the cul prits, but
now it was decided that security in the parks had been
improved to the extent that it would be possible to
use these elephants to begin restocking the poached-
out parks and broadening the genetic base of their
remaining el ephant populations. In keeping with the
policy of not breaking up family groups, all the
elephants moved were bulls—except one, who had
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everyone fooled. This animal was identified by the
Swesetwaters Sanctuary Manager Kosgei.

The Laikipia exercise was headed by Moses
Litoroh with John Kanyingi, Elizabeth Wambwa and
Adeela Sayyed as vets. Ted Goss piloted the helicop-
ter, and Mark Jenkins and Bongo Woodley, senior
wardens for Meru and Mt Kenya National Parks re-
spectively, piloted the small aircraft.The transloca-
tion was funded mainly by the International Fund for
Animal Welfare (IFAW) with additional support from
the Eden Wildlife Trust.

Seven elephants were translocated out of
Sweetwaters Rhino Sanctuary, which lies within Ol
Pejeta Ranch in the heart of Laikipia District, and
three from the Lewa Conservancy, on its eastern edge.
Wetook out only obstreperous bulls, which were con-
firmed to be crop raiders.

All 10 elephants were taken to Meru National Park,
where poaching in the late 1970s and early 1980s had
reduced the elephant population from an estimated
2500 to amere 300. These 10 elephants will serveto
broaden the genetic base of the whole Meru—
Bisanadi—Kora ecosystem. Unfortunately the
programme’ s budget did not allow for the fitting of
radio collars.

The Shimba Hills ecosystem has about 600
elephants, and although electric fences had been
erected, certain elephants learned they could easily
knock them down to get to the appetizing maize of
the surrounding small farms. In late 1999, a group of
30 elephants had been translocated from the
Mwaluganje Forest Elephant Sanctuary, which isjust

5 km north of Shimba Hills Reserve and connected
to it by acorridor. But still elephants were causing
grief to the farmers, three bullsin particular in the
Marere-Msongatamu area.

The Shimba Hills exercise of October 2000 was
headed by the KWS Elephant Programme coordina-
tor, Patrick Omondi, with KWS vets Elizabeth
Wambwa and Thomas Manyibe, with Kashmir of
Mombasa lending a volunteer hand. Ted Goss piloted
the helicopter, while volunteer pilot Peter Atkinson
handled the small aircraft. The funding came from
the Born Free Foundation, with Winnie Kiiru con-
tributing enormoudly to the exercise and its chief ex-
ecutive officer, Will Travers, taking the time to wit-
ness the operation itself. The exercise was difficult in
that the Shimba Hills are precisely that—hilly—and
the vegetation is thick forest. Nevertheless, al three
were successfully darted, loaded and carted off within
aperiod of two days.

All three Shimba el ephants were released in Tsavo
East National Park, whose elephant population had
been poached out from over 40,000 to 8000 but where
security has now greatly improved. Some of the
Mwaluganje group had trekked from their release site
coastwards as far as Kilifi, well over 200 km away.
The new trio were fitted with radio collars and sub-
sequent monitoring has shown them to be staying
within 50 km of where they had been released.

By removing selected identified problem animals,
fence breaking and crop raiding have decreased and
conflict between elephants and their human
neighbours has been successfully ameliorated.
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BOOK REVIEW

Estimating abundance of African wildlife: an aid to adaptive management, by

Hugo Jachmann

Kluwer Academic Publishers; price: GBP 77; ISBN 0 7923 7959 4

review by Deborah Gibson and Colin Craig

PO Box 25476, Windhoek, Namibia
fax: +264 61 264405; email: deb-col@iafrica.com.na

Central to the conservation and management of wild-
lifein Africaisthe enumeration and monitoring of wild
animal populations. Thisis the subject of Estimating
abundance of African wildlife: an aid to adaptive man-
agement, by Hugo Jachmann, awildlife biologist with
23 years of experience in African wildlife management.

Accessto the wide literature on the subject is some-
times difficult, and Jachmann’s book aimsto provide
students, ecologists and wildlife managers with acom-
prehensive and self-contained practical guide to most
of the available techniques. It starts with an introduc-
tion to, and classification of, wildlife counting meth-
ods. A brief overview on technique selection leads to
achapter explaining the theory and statistics involved
in sample counting and subsequent chapters provide
details of the various methods. The book ends with a
concise guide to the selection of a method appropri-
ate to the species and objectives under a variety of
circumstances.

Despite its subtitle, the book does not deal with
how to incorporate population monitoring into an
adaptive management system and only partly fulfils
its promise in other regards. It does provide a good
overview of methods appropriate to African animals,
and it contains much useful detail that will aid in the
implementation of surveys. But it falls short of pro-
viding a new stand-alone practical guide.

While some methods are covered in enough detail
to enable the reader to carry out the work, thisisthe
exception, and it is doubtful if even key methods such
as aerial sample counts or dung counts could be car-
ried out without reference to other literature.

There would have been more space for practical
detailsif theoretical sections could have been cut.
However, although disclaiming expertise beyond that
of an ecologist, Jachmann attempts discussions of the
statistics that would have been better dealt with by
reference to other works. This has produced sections
that are unclear, potentially mideading or which con-
tain examples whose interpretation is arguable.

Many of the book’ s shortcomings could have been
avoided with good editing. In fact, the general stan-
dard of publishing is poor; tables that could easily fit
on apage are often split and continued overleaf, equa
tions look as though they have been written on an
inferior word processor and the standard of illustra-
tionsis poor. The presentation has not done justice to
the author or the subject.

Provided it is used critically, Estimating abundance
of African wildlife could be a useful addition to the
aready available works on the subject, but at a cost
of over USD 100 it is doubtful if many will add it to
their libraries.
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NOTES FROM THE AFRICAN RHINO
SPECIALIST GROUP

SADC Regional Programme for Rhino Conservation update

Rob A. Brett

IUCN Regional Office for Southern Africa
PO Box 745, Harare, Zimbabwe

tel: +263 4 728266; fax +263 4 720738
email: robb@iucnrosa.org.zw

In the last Pachyderm, the AfRSG Chair reported on
the activities funded by the SADC Regional Pro-
gramme for Rhino Conservation up to July 2001. The
program has continued to support a number of re-
gional rhino conservation projects with funding from
the Italian government. Many of these projects have
involved the provision of expertise available within
the SADC region towards the rhino conservation ef-
forts of individual countries, or collaborative activi-
ties addressing the needs of several range states, or
regional and continental priorities as identified by
AfRSG. Apart from assistance provided for the de-
velopment of new or revised national rhino manage-
ment plans for Botswana and Namibia (funded by
the WWF African Rhino Programme), the programme
has provided regional expertise for evaluating and
guiding future plans for reintroducing rhinosto Zam-
bia (with focus on Luangwa National Parks) and
Botswana (Moremi Game Reserve), and technical
advice for future management and development of
existing rhino reservesin Maawi (Liwonde National
Park), Botswana (Khama Rhino Sanctuary) and Zam-
bia (Mosi-o-Tunya National Park). In August, ateam
of rhino survey and tracking specialists from Zimba
bwe assisted Tanzania with monitoring remnant black
rhinos in the Selous Game Reserve.

Funds have been approved for projectsin Namibia
that will assess biological factors limiting the black
rhino population of Kunene Region, and for building
a capacity to monitor rhinos in the north-west of the

country by the Ministry of Environment and Tour-
ism. The programme is aso supporting a project (now
implemented by TRAFFIC) to improve the security
and management of rhino-horn stocksin the SADC
region. The rhino database software (WILDb) pro-
duced under the programme continuesto providefield
testing and refinement of its site-based modulesin
Intensive Protection Zones and conservanciesin Zim-
babwe. A national database moduleis now being de-
veloped to import summary data for analyses from
different areas and report on rhino conservation sta-
tus along with performance of populations. Follow-
ing the meetings and workshops supported in the last
six months of the Rhino Management Group (RMG),
the Rhino and Elephant Security Groups, and the
RMG Biological Management of Black Rhinos (see
reports by AfRSG Scientific Officer in thisissue),
the programme will convene the first meeting of the
SADC Rhino Recovery Group to coordinate support
for range states whose rhino conservation
programmes are at arelatively early stage of devel-
opment, where there is need for more emphasis on
re-establishing rhino populations, and developing lo-
cal expertise in rhino management. Further training
courseswill be provided for instructors in rhino moni-
toring techniques (revised Sandwith/AfRSG course),
aswell as specialist instruction in scene-of-crime in-
vestigations. Implementation of several approved
projectsin the last six months has been constrained
by delayed release of funding to the programme.
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Update from TRAFFIC East and Southern Africa

Simon Milledge

TRAFFIC East/Southern Africa, PO Box 63117, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania
tel: +255 22 2700077/2772455/2775346 fax: +255 22 2775535
email: traffictz@raha.com—mark for the attention of Simon

TRAFFIC continues to emphasize significantly its
project activities within Africa, to help strengthen con-
trol measures and minimize the risk of rhino prod-
ucts entering illegal trade. Work on rhino horn stock
management has been elevated to a SADC-level
agendain southern Africa, and the support given to
law enforcement in eastern Africa has resulted in nu-
merous seizures of rhino horn over the past year.

Adequate management of horn stockpiles and pre-
vention of illegd trade were identified as priorities by
Parties at CITES COP11. Since 2000, TRAFFIC has
been undertaking the first systematic effort to identify
and track stocks of rhino horn and other rhino products
worldwide. Funded by WWF, the Rhino Horn and Prod-
uct Database (RHPD) currently stores over 1600 records
relating to stocks and seizures for both government and
private sourcesin 54 countries. One of the best data
sets collected to date isfor rhino range statesin eastern
and southern Africawhere over 12,000 kg of rhino horn
stock have been documented, of which almost 1000 kg
isprivately held. RHPD remains the only system for
analysing rhino horn stocks and seizures. It istherefore
avery appropriate future tool for implementing aspects
of Res. Conf. 9.14 (Rev.). Current analyses of stock-
pile accumulation dynamics and relative stockpile vol-
umesin Africaand Asiawill assist future policy deci-
sions.

Under the SADC regiona programmefor rhino con-
servation, TRAFFIC has continued to review practices
for managing rhino horn stockpiles, including mark-
ing, registration and security. In-country visitsand re-
views have been conducted in Namibia, South Africa
(Kruger National Park, Gauteng, KwaZulu-Natal,
Mpumalanga, Northern and North West Provinces) and
Zimbabwe. This comes at an essential time, because

African horn stockpiles continue to accumulate at an
increasing rate and efficient registration and tracking
systems are needed before stocks become too large to
manage. |n addition to short-term interventions, out-
comes will include the promotion of examples of best
practice and aframework to comply with CITES di-
rectives.

In Kenya, to improve CITES law enforcement,
TRAFFIC has undertaken a range of activities, in-
cluding intelligence-gathering through an informant
network, training courses for personnel from various
ingtitutions to develop abasis for coordinated enforce-
ment action, and assistance in developing a sniffer-
dog unit. A TRAFFIC report, ‘Halting illegal rhino
horn trade routes in East Africa: an assessment of
rhino horn trade routes and Kenya' s capacity to halt
such trade’, was produced. These efforts have yielded
impressive seizure results for CITES-listed species,
including many rhino horns.

In amore dramatic moment, TRAFFIC recently
assisted law enforcement authoritiesin Djibouti to
raid what could well have been the most open and
flagrant market of endangered wildlife productsin
East Africa. A 1999 survey had previously docu-
mented arange of illegal CITES-listed products, in-
cluding over 80 leopard and cheetah skins and hun-
dreds of ostrich eggs from the endangered North Af-
rican subspecies. After ensuring that there was afirm
legal basis and strong government will to shut down
theillega trade in Djiboutiville's Rue de Brazzaville
curio market, TRAFFIC developed alist of target
species for seizure. In June 2001, the active partici-
pation of 25 police officersin asurpriseraid resulted
in the seizure of spotted cat skins, African elephant
ivory, ostrich eggs and carapaces of marine turtles.
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Status of northern white rhinos and elephants in Garamba
National Park, Democratic Republic of Congo, during the wars

Kes Hillman Smith

Garamba National Park
PO Box 15024, Nairobi, Kenya
email: garamba@africaonline.co.ke

Since early 1997, Garamba National Perk in the north-
east of the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC—pre-
vioudly Zaire) has been subjected to the effects of two
wars within the country. The park is home to the last
known wild population of northern white rhinos
(Ceratotherium smum cottoni) and the densest e ephant
population in DRC. Figure 1 shows how poaching lev-
els have increased during the two recent wars, asindi-
cated by the number of contacts for patrol effort. The
poaching there in recent years has been primarily for
meat. Patrol monitoring indicates that 70-80% of the
poaching gangs members are Sudanese, usudly ‘SPLA
deserters', using weapons from the ongoing war in ad-
jacent southern Sudan. The others arelocal Congolese.
Theincrease in poaching during the active phases of
the two DRC wars, however, was not caused by in-
fluxes of Congolese poachers or the occupying mili-
tary. The same poachers were there throughout, but the
anti-poaching effort of guards was temporarily stopped
or reduced and the general breakdown of law and order
was exploited.

Figure 1 shows how the poaching increase was
greatest during the first war in 1997. For several
months when the military forces arrived, guards were
disarmed and no efforts could be made to control
poaching. Without resistance, poachers were able to
move south through the park to areas where elephant,
rhino and hippo were concentrated. The second war
in 19992000 had an initial active phase that included
a two-month occupation of park headquarters by the
Ugandan-backed rebel forces when project person-
nel and conservateurs were moved out. During this
phase, there was little reduction in anti-poaching ef-
fort, because park guards continued their anti-poach-
ing efforts and monitoring. The Ugandan forces acted
positively towards conservation efforts and prevented
the sale of bushmeat; a small increase in poaching
was checked. The current phase of the second war

largely involves ajostling for power and resource ex-
ploitation rather than open combat. Peace talks are
under way.

The effect of increased poaching and military ac-
tions on wildlife was measured by systematic aerial
sample counts of large mammals. These counts were
carried out over the park after the first war in May—
June 1998 and after the main phase of the second war
in June 2000. Estimate count results for elephants from
systematic aeria surveys before, between and after the
active phases of the two warsin DRC are 11,175 in
1995 (standard error 3679), 5874 in 1998 (standard er-
ror 1339) and 6022 in 2000 (standard error 1046).

Half of the elephants were lost during the first war,
but there was no significant change during the initial
phase of the second war. These elephants have now
further gained in value by their genetic significance. It
has long been noted that they appear morphologically
and behaviourally as an intergrade between forest
(Loxodonta africana cyclotis) and savannah (L. a.
africana) types, and now genetic studies show that they
are intermediate and cannot be clearly classified asei-
ther forest or savannah subspecies.

The rhinos are monitored by means of systematic
block counts using individual recognition, backed by
ongoing standard recording of rhino observations.
This means that the population present can be found
cumulatively where an individual missed in one sur-
vey is seen in a subsequent survey. Table 1 summa-
rizes the cumulative results of surveys and reconnais-
sance flights before, between and after the wars.

An intensive aerial rhino survey was carried out in
April 2000 using the stratified block count method, but
it was curtailed at the end when the plane developed an
engine problem. Twenty-four animals were found, in-
cluding seven new calves, one of which was probably
lessthan aweek old. The other five, which were among
the minimum number seen in 1998, were subadult
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Figure 1. Poaching in Garamba National Park,1993—-2000.
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Table 1. Population dynamics of northern white rhinos between surveys over war periods (combined totals
of different individuals seen over a series of surveys during the preceding six months)

Surveys in 1996 War Surveys in 1998 War  Surveys in 2000
Min (—max.) population est. 29 26 (-31) 30 (—36)
Births +4 +7
Known poached -2 -2
Previously known animals not
seen (missing or dead) 5 1

males, three of which would recently have |eft their
mothers on the birth of her new calf. At this stage they
arether most nervous and secretive, hiding in long grass
and very difficult to see. During the systematic sample
count of large mammals over the whole park and other
reconnaissance flightsin June of the same year, ancother
individual not seenin April was observed, bringing the
total to 25. In August during reconnaissance flights, two
of the young malesthat had been missed in April were
found, and purely by chance two more of the younger
oneswere found outside the park. This brought the to-
tal seen in 2000 to 30. Of the new calves, al born be-
tween the end of 1999 and April 2000, four were male,
onewas female and the sex of the other two could not
be determined.

The age and sex structure of the population at the
end of 2000 was

Tota confirmed individuals
Male adults
Female adults
Male subadults
Female subadults
Male juveniles
Femalejuvenile
Male infant
Unsexed infants
Total

sex ratio

adult : subadult + juvenile ratio

NFPPFPOMOTOOOOD

30 confirmed August 2000
175" 112 + 2 unknown
12:18

It has not been possible to do a survey in 2001.
There are no reports of major poaching, but it has
been reported that guards found arhino carcassin
April and arhino horn was offered for sale to a con-
sultant across the border in Sudan in May.

Distribution was mapped on each of the surveysand
was each time associated with the central protected
areas and the long—short grass mosaics. The burning

programme at each period of unrest had been designed
to ensure that substantial areas of long grassremainin
the most protected centrd southern areato afford maxi-
mum protection for the rhinos while creating mosaics
with short grass patches so that they could aternate rap-
idly between grazing and cover. These areas were found
each time to be favoured by the rhinos.

Factors that have been key in maintaining the rhino
population relatively stable despite the circumstances
have been that the guards have maintained their patrol-
ling and protection as much as possible during each
period of unrest and that the supporting partners with
the Nationd Congolese Parks Ingtitute have maintained
their ongoing commitment to protect the park. The In-
ternational Rhino Foundation is currently the main sup-
porting partner for Garamba, along with the US Fish
and Wildlife Service. A larger umbrella programme has
been developed by the main supporting partners with
the Congolese National Parks Institute and UNESCO
and UN Foundation to support the five World Heritage
Sitesin DRC, one of which is Garamba, throughout
the armed conflict and in the future. Garamba person-
nel were key in developing the programme in which
rhinos, elephants, gorillas and other key species of the
park were central to its World Heritage status.

The umbrella programme aims to provide financia
support and capacity building for field staff. The
economy of the country had declined well before the
wars started, which meant that the government could
not financially support the parastatal agency to which
the park belonged. The UN Foundation isthe core fund-
ing agency, operating through UNESCO with NGO
partners implementing the programme in the field.
These NGO partners are also committed to continuing
their own support. The UNESCO umbrellais key to
providing active diplomatic support, which will facili-
tate the essentialy neutral field operation of conserva
tion staff even within asomewhat insecure and politi-
caly unstable region.
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Rhino and elephant security group resuscitated

Richard H. Emslie

IUCN SSC AfRSG, PO Box 13053, Cascades, KZN, 3202, South Africa

email: remslie@kznncs.org.za

After aprotracted period of inactivity, the Rhino and
Elephant Security Group (RESG) of southern Africa
was resuscitated a an RESG meeting held in Windhoek,
Namibia, 1415 June 2001. The meeting was made
possible through funding provided by the SADC Re-
gional Programme for Rhino Conservation and the &f-
forts of Simon Pillinger and Lovemore Mungwashu.
RESG del egates attended from conservation agencies
in Botswana, Namibia, South Africa, Swaziland, Tan-
zania, Zambia and Zimbabwe. The South African Po-
lice Services' Endangered Species Protection Unit,
Namibia' s Protected Resources Unit, Interpol (subre-
gion for southern Africa), and the Botswana Defence
Force were also represented. Invited observersincluded
the AfRSG Scientific Officer, the coordinator for the
SADC Regiona Programme for Rhino Conservation,
representatives of TRAFFIC East and Southern Africa,
and Kenya Wildlife Service' s national rhino coordina
tor. Nine AfRSG members were present.

The main objective of the meeting was to develop
clear and focused terms of reference and a modus
operandi for the group. Because of time constraints,
Simon Pillinger requested the AfRSG Scientific Of-
ficer to prepare illustrative terms of reference for the
group. The preparation was accomplished in consul-
tation with conservation colleagues experienced in
wildlife law enforcement and investigation. Although
this document was intended only to be illustrative it
catalysed discussion, assisting delegates to develop
and agree on new terms of reference from scratch in
just one day. Apart from setting out avision, overall
goal and objective for RESG, the group’ s modus op-
erandi was set out. Nine focus areas were identified
by RESG—each of which needed to be addressed to
meet the overall goal. These were
 law enforcement
« intelligence
 procedures for effective investigation and prosecu-

tion and for minimizing illegal international trade
* security and management of rhino horn and ivory

stocks
« coordination, networking and information exchange

« training and capacity building

 positive public involvement, awareness and edu-
cation

« international and regional conventions

 sustainability, functioning and support of RESG

Specific goals and activities were set for each of
these nine key focus areas. The group’s new terms of
reference provide clearer focus and should help RESG
make a significant contribution to rhino and el ephant
security aswell as ensuring it will complement the
work of other existing rhino groups. The new RESG
terms of reference will also be a useful document
when soliciting future funds from donor agencies.

The type and the level of membership were dis-
cussed. RESG members also elected Lovemore
Mungwashu (Zimbabwe Department of National
Parks and Wildlife Management) as RESG Chairman,
and Rusty Hustler (South Africa’s North West Parks
and Tourism Board) as Vice Chairman. Peter Ratema
(South African National Parks) agreed to assist the
Chair when needed.

A number of presentations were also given at the
meeting. TRAFFIC's Simon Milledge discussed the
improvement of rhino horn stockpile management in-
cluding registration, marking and tracking systems. Rod
Potter from KwazZulu-Nata Wildife discussed the use
of transponders to mark horns. He outlined his courses
dealing with scene of crime, field investigation and col-
lection of evidence as related to unnatural deaths of
rhinos and elephants. These courses provide training to
reduce the chances of destroying valuable evidence,
ensure the chain of evidenceis collected in such away
asto be acceptable in court, maximize the information
that can be gained from the crime scene, and ensure
that no time is wasted when a crime sceneis detected.
A number of participants from range states expressed
interest in crime-scene training. Members were in-
formed that the SADC rhino programme has approved
the development of manuals for scene-of-crimetrain-
ing and the offering of regiona coursesin crime-scene
techniques. Unfortunately, funding release problems by
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the Italian donors have delayed the implementation of
this project. AfRSG's Richard Emdlie presented the re-
sults of horn fingerprinting to date, listing outstanding
problems and mentioning the steps being taken to solve
these problems. Samantha Watts and Simon Fillinger
of KwaZulu-Natal Wildlife demonstrated the Intelli-

gence database that has been developed by KwaZulu-
Natal Wildlife and how it isused. Their presentation
dlicited great interest from members. It is hoped that
the system will find wider application among range Sate
participants.

Workshop on biological management of black rhino

Richard H. Emslie

IUCN SSC AfRSG, PO Box 13053, Cascades, KZN, 3202, South Africa

email: remslie@kznncs.org.za

All current nationd strategies on black rhino conserva-
tion aim to increase numbers as rapidly as possible,
setting minimum metapopul ation growth targetsto an
average of at least 5% per annum. However, in recent
years severa ‘Key' and ‘ Important’ black rhino popu-
lationsin South Africaand other mgjor range states have
been performing below this minimum target level. In
some cases recommended biologica management strat-
egies have not been fully implemented.

Suboptimal growth is a problem for a number of
reasons. Because of the effects of compounded
growth, small differencesin growth rate matter alot.
The slow growth rate brought about by poaching has
resulted in markedly fewer rhinos. For example, in
South Africa, lower growth rates over the last five
years have resulted in approximately 250 fewer black
rhinos than anticipated if previous metapopulation
growth rates had been maintained. The time it takes
to reach conservation goals also markedly increases
as growth rates decline. It will take South Africa’'s
Diceros bicornis minor metapopulation 70 years to
reach the goal of 2000 animals at 1% growth per an-
num compared with only 11 years at 7%. Rapid
growth also enhances the ability to withstand poach-
ing outbreaks, and the loss of genetic heterozygosity
is minimized when metapopulations increase through
breeding at arapid rate. Long-lived, large, K-selected
species like rhinos can also overshoot the carrying
capacity of an areafor a period, thus potentially dam-
aging its ‘vegetation capital’, which is another rea-
son for keeping densities below carrying capacity.

Given this background, the SADC Rhino Manage-
ment Group (RMG) found this an opportune time to
re-evaluate and examine existing guidelines on bio-
logical management and theoretical performance

modelsin the light of experience and RMG monitor-
ing over the last 12 years. The RMG therefore orga-
nized atechnical workshop on biological manage-
ment of the black rhino to debate the successes, fail-
ures and alternative strategies of biological manage-
ment and to review how best to maintain rapid
metapopulation performance. The workshop took
place 24-26 July 2001 at Giants Castle Game Re-
serve in the Ukhahlamba-Drakensberg Park,
Kwazulu-Natal, South Africa. Delegates who at-
tended from all the ‘Big 4’ black rhino range states of
South Africa, Namibia, Zimbabwe and Kenya, were
expertsin abroad range of areas—from field manag-
ers of rhino areas to theoretical ecologists.

The workshop reviewed factors affecting the popu-
Iation growth of black rhinos. They examined case his-
tories, population dynamics, harvesting theory, and ex-
iging and dternative approaches to achieving and main-
taining rapid population growth. Participants also dis-
cussed monitoring of rhino population performance and
resources available (carrying capacity issues) for rhino
populations. Key indicators that would aid decision-
making were identified. The workshop recognized that
biological management hasto be proactive, rather than
responding only when monitoring detects a problem
(which, sadly, is often too late).

Participants devel oped guidelines for enhancing
metapopulation growth of black rhino populations. In
reviewing harvesting, the workshop considered the size,
nature (age and sex), frequency and location of the rhi-
nos to be removed, as well as reconciling the needs of
both donor and recipient areas. The principle of keep-
ing densities at a productive and safe level (not letting
populations approach or exceed ecological carrying
capacity [ECC]) was upheld. However, a particularly
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important workshop recommendation was that a pro-
portional removal strategy be implemented in larger
populations to maintain rapid growth rates. This strat-
egy differsin application from the existing one of man-
aging at or below 75% of ECC strategy.

Two versions of the new proportional removal
strategy were devel oped depending upon 1) whether
the population concerned is rapidly growing and
lightly stocked or 2) is overstocked and has exceeded
75% of the estimated ECC.

Based on this strategy, current stocking levels first
need to be assessed in relation to an ECC estimate. If
the population isin a lower-density growth phase,
the recommendation is to do nothing until densities
exceed 50% of ECC. Then management would start
removing 5% per annum. Population performanceis
assessed after afew years, and if the population has
continued to grow, removals should be increased. For
example, if after 5% removals, the population con-
tinues to grow by 2% per annum, the annual remov-
als can be increased to 7%. However, removal levels
must never exceed r,_ (around 9%). On the other
hand, if the population is close to or above the esti-
mated ECC, densities should be reduced to 75% of
ECC as soon as possible (preferably in one year and
by at least 10% per year). To help achievethis, and to
avoid skewing donor populations towards older ani-
mals, it was recommended, based on Zimbabwean
experience, that cow-and-older-calf pairs also be re-
moved. Once the population has been reduced to 75%
of ECC, 5%+ per year may be removed (again, never
exceeding 9%).

The principle underlying this new strategy is that
the population itself will adjust its density to the level
that can sustain the given percentage offtake. Should
carrying capacity increase or decrease over time, the
population will automatically adjust its density, up or
down. For larger populations, the proposed revised
removal strategy has a number of practical and bio-
logical advantages over the existing strategy of ‘ man-
age at or below 75% of ECC’. One s that continual
reassessment of carrying capacity and sustainable
yield densities will no longer be necessary. If imple-
mented, this new harvesting strategy will ensure that
donor populations contribute at least 5% per annum

to the metapopulation and that popul ations cannot be
‘under-’ or ‘over-harvested'.

The proposed revised strategy is an attractive and
understandabl e option. Field managers appear to be
more comfortable with this strategy and hence more
likely to support it. It also provides a better idea of
approximately how many animals may be available
for translocation at a national level, thus facilitating
better decision-making on metapopulation manage-
ment.

Because the dispersal of black rhinosis ostensibly
poor, concern was expressed about the potential nega
tive effects of concentrating removalsin particular
areas within a park. Such removals may create low-
density zones and in the short term do little to reduce
rhino density in the rest of the park. Existing data
should be analysed to show if this has happened in
any park. As part of a post-doctoral research program
funded by the San Diego Zoo, Dr Wayne Linklater
will investigate the social aspects of translocations
for both donor and recipient populations. It is hoped
this research will result in guidelines to increase the
success of future translocations.

The results of the workshop are currently being writ-
ten up. The challenge for the months ahead will be to
disseminate workshop findings and recommendations
to individual management agencies and management
teams on the ground. If the recommendations, espe-
cidly the recommended proportiond removal strategy,
are implemented, the result should show increased
metapopulation growth, more rhinos and a shorter pe-
riod needed to reach metapopul ation targets.

The workshop was made possible by the Italian-
funded SADC Regional Programme for Rhino Con-
servation, which funded the workshop and organized
the air tickets for the delegates. WWF's partial sup-
port of the AfRSG Scientific Officer enabled him to
locate funding and organize the workshop. The able
facilitation by Trevor Sandwith, the good background
presentations, and delegates active and good-spirited
participation in the workshop contributed greatly to
the workshop's success, ensuring that key issues were
raised, and debate was stimulated both ahead of and
during the working group sessions. The RMG thanks
al delegates for their hard work.
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rhino, greater one-horned 21:28-34

rhino, naturally occurring 31:14-20

rhino, northern white 2:18-19; 4:17,

29:53-56

rhino, Sumatran 11:13-22; 14:39—
41

rhino, Sundarbans 24:37-45

rhino, white 13:39-41; 24.65;
27:76-85

rhino breeding population 31:21-35

rhino conservation 23:44-45;
26:88-99; 27:105-112; 28:65-72

rhino horn 5:14; 6:3-4; 11:23-25
11:26-28; 12:47; 15:57; 24.65;
27.105-112; 27:76-85; 28:60-64;
28:91-100

rhino movement 21:38-45; 22:7-9

rhino nails 15:53-56

rhino population 26:25-39; 26:40—
51; 26:100-115; 27:34-48

rhino products 11:13-22; 11:23-25;
12:38-41; 14:37-38; 14.39-41;
14:20-21; 15:53-56; 28:60-64

rhino sanctuary 14:37-38

rhino-based medicine 11:13-22;
11:23-25; 13:12-13

Rhinoceros sondaicus 13:5-11;
15:25-27; 24:37-45; 26:100-115

Rhinocer os sondai cus annamiticus
27:34-48

Rhinoceros sondaicus inermis
24:37-45

Rhinoceros unicornis 20:10-26;
22:7-9; 26:25-39; 26.83-87

rhinos 22:81; 26:14-24

rhinos, stray 22:7-9

rich countries 15:19-24

rich habitat 15:25-27

rural communities 22:36-43

rural development 3:14-15

safari hunting 17:19-29

Sahel 10:16-21; 16:66-71

sampling units 16:15-20; 16:24-30

sanctuary 13:47; 14:42-45; 26:69—
82; 28:101-109

sanctuary vegetation 21:46-54

savannah 3:9-11; 12:42-45; 23:12—
18; 28:16-31

savannah, sudanian 26:52—60

savannah, sudano-guinean 6:10-13;
16:66—71; 17:59-63; 19:39-48,
31:70-72

savannah ecosystems 24:33-35

savannah habitats 16:62—65

seasonal variations 17:10-18; 25:44

second-hand information 21:15-23

secretion 1:8

security 13:31-34

seed dispersal agent 12:42-45;
16:86; 29:29-38

seed dispersal agent, obligate 30:70—
74

semi-nomadic livestock farmers
20:27-30

semi-permanent aggregations
15:49-52

semi-precious stone 28:91-100

separation 7:4-5

settlement patterns 21:69-77;
31:58-62

sexual dimorphism 6:5-9

shooting, selective 19:54-63

short-term repellency 20:55-64

sightings, actual 21:15-23

signal range 30:81-86

skininfection 26:14-24

skins 25:107-108; 27:105-112

skull measurement 6:5-9

skulls 5:12-13

slash-and-burn agriculture 15:25-27

small-scale farming 14:32-36;
15:34-39; 19:15-19; 25:67-73;
27:69-73

smuggling 11:23-25; 13:20-25;
20:10-26; 21:28-34; 28:91-100

snares 4.13-14; 31:42-51

socia behaviour 22:47; 26:40-51

socia group 20:45-54

socia interaction 20:41-44

spacial patterns 30:49-56

species 30:65-69

spreadsheet program 25:106-107;
27:22-33
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stable numbers 16:59-61

steroid hormones 16:62-65

stockpile 5:16-17; 24:23-29;
28:91-100

stratification 16:24-30; 29:25-28

subsistence farmer 25:74-80

sufficient doses 24:30-32

supplementation 28:78-90

survival 4:13-14; 22:46; 26:69-82

sustainable use 19:49-53; 24:30-32

systematic sampling 16:48-50

tagged animals 2:5-7

taxonomy 20:39-40

template 21:35-37

tick disease 4:17

timing release 17:35-38

tissue samples 13:45-46

tooth eruption 5:12-13

tourism 15:15-18; 17:19-29; 22:58;
22:76; 24.46-52; 26:88-99

trackers 20:33-38; 27:59-65

trade 12:38-41 (seealsoivory
trade)

trade across borders 16:51-58

trade bans 13:2—4

trade structure 12:32-37

traditional medicine shops 14:39-41

traditional societies 20:69-72

traditional tracking 27:59-65

TRAFFIC 5:15-16; 13:5-11;
14:25-27; 22:77

trampling 21:69-77

transectoral ultrasound 21:55-59

trandocation 2:15-16; 2:18-19;

4:17; 6:14-15; 7:6-8; 7:10-11,
19:54-63; 20:41-44; 26:69-82;
27.49-54; 28:60-64; 30:44-48;
31:52-57; 31:58-62

transmitter 22:18-24; 26:14-24

transponders 22:18-24

traps 20:65-68; 31:42-51

trend analysis 16:82; 26:61-68

tribal people 15:25-27

Tsavo ecosystem 25:109-110

tsetsefly 6:14-15; 8:1-10

tumours 15:46-48

tusk dimension 6:16-17

tusk growth 4:9-11

tusk measurements 1:14; 2:16-17;
13:47

tusks, broken 2:5-7

tusks, mature development 7:4-5

unnatural conditions 21:13-14

urban zoo 4:16

vaccine 22:87

vaccine, contraception 16:62—-65

vagina discharge 21:24-27

vegetation 18:44-45; 23:12-18;
27.34-48; 27:101-104

veterinary health 22:83-86

VHF radio transmitters 15:28-33

village economy 19:54-63; 21:69—
77, 30:57-64

visibility bias 17:64-74

vitamin B 8:17-18

vitamin E deficiency 14:47

voluntary behaviour 18:67—69

water buffalo 30:87-95

Geographical protected areas index

water resources 19:11-14; 31:21-35

water scarcity 13:47

water sources 23:41-43; 24:37-45

waterhole 31:21-35

weaning, enforced 4:16

weapons, automatic 4:18; 12:46;
14:3-19; 31:36-41

wheezing 15:46-48

whistle conditioning 18:67-69

wild fires 2:7-9

wild mammals 16:85

wildlife authorities 14:42-45

wildlife concentration 28:44-55

wildlife conservation 3:14-15

wildlifeindustry 10:6-11

wildlife management 12:24-26;
25:14-27

wildlife products 25:107-108

wildlife revenue 17:19-29

wildlife sanctuary 18:28-43

woodland destruction 2:11-13; 5:2—
5; 14:29-31; 18:46-53

woodland habitat 2:7-9

woodlands, miombo 8:11-12

woodlands, mopane 25:74-80;
29:25-28

woody vegetation 14:46; 23:41-43

World Heritage Site 4:17; 31:36-41

world population 2:10; 4:16

worldwide trade 12:32-37

X-ray spectroscopy 12:29-31

young adults 18:46-53

zoological inventory 22:58

Pama Reserve 5:2-5

BENIN

Foret Classé de Goungoung 30:65-69
Foret Classé de la Sota 30:65-69

BurkiNA FAsO

Arli Nationa Park 5:2-5; 18:46-52; 28:16-32

Deux-Baé Reserve 5:2-5; 10:16-21

Kabore Tambi National Park 18:46-52

Nazinga Game Ranch 10:16-21; 18:46-53; 18:54; 29:29—
38

Po National Park 5:2-5, 10:16-21
Sigou Reserve 5:2-5
‘W’ National Park 4:7-9; 5:2-5; 18:46-52

BoTswaANnA

Centrd Kdahari Game Reserve 3:5-7; 13:14-19; 25:14-27

Chobe National Park 2:11-13; 3:5-7; 4:7-9; 13:14-19;
14:46; 17:64—-74; 22.67-73; 25:14-27

Gemsbok National Park 3:5-7;13:14-19;25:14-27

Khama Rhino Sanctuary 20:41-44
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Khutse Game Reserve 3:5-7; 13:14-19

Mabusehube Game Reserve 3:5-7

Maikaelelo Game Reserve 3:5-7

Mashatu Game Reserve 13:14-19

Moremi Game Reserve 3:5-7; 13:14-19; 17:64-74;
22:67-73; 25:14-27

Nxai Pan National Park 3:5-7; 13:14-19; 22:67-73;
25:14-27

Tuli Protected Area 13:14-19; 25:14-27

CAMEROON

Banyang-Mbo Forest Reserve 25:32-37

Bénoué National Park 16:66—71; 27:86-89

Boubandjidah National Park 16:66-71; 19:26-32; 27:86-100

Boumba-Bek Forest Reserve 15:9-14; 22:58

DjaWildlife Reserve 15:9-14

Faro National Park 16:66-71; 27:86—100

Kaamaloué National Park 16:66-71; 19:26-32; 25:53—
66

Korup National Park 15:9-14; 25:32—37

Lobeke Forest Reserve 19:73-80; 22:58

NKki Reserve 22:58

Waza National Park 16:66-71; 19:26-32; 25:53-66;
27:62-65

CEeNTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC

Aouk-Aoukale Faunal Reserve 6:10-13

Bamangui-Bangoran National Park 2:11-13; 4:12-13;
6:10-13

Dzanga—Ndoki National Park 10:12-15; 15:9-14

Dzanga-Sangha Reserve 7:4-5; 10:12-15; 14:3-19;
15:9-14; 20:45-54; 28:73-77

Gounda St Floris National Park 4:12-13; 6:10-13; 6:16—
17; 10:12-15; 13:42-44; 14:22-24

Zemongo Game Reserve 1:5-7; 4:12-13; 6:10-13

CHAD

Goz Sassoulka National Park 1:5-7; 6:10-13

ConeGo

Nouabale Ndoki Park/Reserve System 15:9-14; 16:51—
58; 20:45-54

QOdzalaNational Park 16:51-58; 24:46-52

Reserve de faune de Conkouati 22:50-57

DemocrATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO

Domaine de Chasse Azanda 19:39-48; 27:76-85
Domaine de Chasse Gangda-na-Bodio 19:39-48; 27:76-85

Domaine de Chasse Mondo Missa 19:39-48; 27:76-85

GarambaNational Park 1:5-7; 1:11; 2:10; 2:11-13;
2:18-19; 4:7-9; 4:17; 10:22; 13:39-41; 13:47; 19:39—
48; 20:65-68; 25:104-105; 25:106-107; 27:22-33;
27.76-85; 29:53-56

Maiko National Park 12:46

Okapi Fauna Reserve 31:36-41

Salonga National Park 12:46

Virunga National Park 28:44-55

ETHiOPIA

Mago National Park 28:32-43

GHANA

Ajueso Forest Reserve 19:33-38

Ankasa Conservation Area 31:63-69

Assin Attandanso Wildlife Reserve 19:33-38; 21:78-83;
22:7-9

Gambago Scarp East Forest Reserve 26:52—60

Kakum National Park 19:33-38; 21:78-83

Mole National Park 26:52-60; 26:61-68

Morago River East Forest Reserve 26:52-60

Morago River West Forest Reserve 26:52—60

Nini-Suhien National Park 31:63-69

Pra Suhien Game Reserve 19:33-38

Red Volta East Forest Reserve 26:52-60

Red VoltaWest Forest Reserve 26:52—60

INDIA

Bagser Reserved Forest 22:7-9; 26:83-87

Biswanath Reserved Forest 22:7-9

Burhachapori Reserved Forest 22:7-9

BuxaTiger Reserve 27:105-112

Dibru-Saikhowa Wildlife Sanctuary 22:7-9

Dihingmukh Reserve Forest 22:7-9

Dudhwa National Park 11:13-22; 18:28-45; 21:28-34;
22:7-9; 22:10-17

Dulung Reserved Forest 22:7-9

GorumaraWildlife Sanctuary 18:28-45; 21:28-34;
22:10-17; 27:105-112

Jaldapara Wildlife Reserve 18:28-43; 21:28-34; 22:10-
17; 27:105-112

Kakoi Reserved Forest 22:7-9

Kaziranga National Park 13:20-25; 18:28-43; 22:7-9;
22:10-17; 26:25-39; 26:83-87; 27:105-112; 29:39-47

Kukurakata Reserved Forest 22:7-9, 26:83-87

LaokhowaWildlife Sanctuary 18:28-43; 22:7-9; 26:25-39

Manas National Park 18:28-43; 21:28-34; 22:10-17;
26:25-39; 27:105-112
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Manas Tiger Reserve 18:28-43

Namdang Reserved Forest 22:7-9

Nameri Wildlife Sanctuary 22:7-9

Orang Wildlife Sanctuary 18:28-43; 22:10-17; 26:25—
39; 29:3947

Pabha Reserved Forest 22:7-9

PabitoraWildlife Sanctuary 18:28-43; 22:10-17; 22:7—
9; 26:25-39; 29:39-47

Pani Dihir Wildlife Sanctuary 22:7-9

Panir Reserve Forest 22:7-9

Panpur Reserved Forest 22:7-9

INDONESIA

Belum State Park 26:100-115

Bentuang Karimum Nature Reserve 21:15-23
Berbak National Park 26:100-115

Bukit Barisan Selatan National Park 26:100-115
Gunung Leuser Park 11:13-22; 26:100-115
Kayan-Mentarang Reserved Forest 21:15-23
Kerinci Seblat National Park 26:100-115
Ragunan Zoo 26:100-115

SurabayaZoo 26:100-115

Tabin Wildlife Reserve, Indonesia 26:100-115
Taman Safari Zoo 26:100-115

Ujong Kulon National Park 26:100-115; 27:34-38
Ulu Sembakung Nature Reserve 21:15-23

Way Kambas National Park 21:13-14; 26:100-115

Ivory CoAsT

Azagny National Park 15:20-24
Bossematie Forest Reserve 30:37—43
Scio Forest Reserve 15:20-24

Tai National Park 3:15-16; 14:22-24
Tene Forest Reserve 15:20-2

KENYA

Aberdares National Park 4:15; 14:37-38; 13:31-34;
16:86-87; 30:70-74

Amboseli National Park 1:8; 12:42-45; 13:26-30;
13:31-34; 14:37-38; 25:81-92

Arabuko-Sokoke Forest 29:48-51; 30:75-80

Imenti Forest Reserve 27:69-73

LaikipiaRanch 13:31-34; 16:86-87

Lake Nakuru National Park 13:31-34; 13:47; 26:69-82

Leroghi Forest Reserve 25:67—73

Lewa Downs Sanctuary 13:31-34; 25:67-73; 26:69-82

Masai Mara Game Reserve 2:15-16; 12:22-23; 13:31—
34; 21:35-37; 21:38-45; 22:25-35; 24:65; 27:66-68;
2774

Mathews Range Forest Reserve 25:66-73

Meru National Park 12:22-23; 25:81-92; 26:69-82

Mukogodo Forest Reserve 25:67-73

Mpala Ranch 15:34-39

Mt Kenya Forest Reserve 27:69-73

Mt Kenya National Park 4:15; 27:69-73

Mwea National Reserve 22:61-65

Nairobi National Park 13:20-25; 13:31-34; 13:47;
15:46-48; 26:69-82

Ngare Ndare Forest Reserve 25:67-73; 27:69-73

Ol Ari Nyiro Ranch 15:28-33; 15:34-39

Ol Jogi Ranch 13:31-34; 14:29-31; 26:69-82

Ol Pgjeta Game Ranch 13:31-34; 15:34-39; 26:69-82

Samburu National Reserve 25:67-73; 25:81-92

Shimba Hills National Park 22:45-46

Solio Ranch 13:31-34; 13:47

The Sdlient 14:37-38

Tsavo National Park 2:11-13; 3:9-11; 12:22-23; 13:20—
25; 13:31-34,; 16:86-87; 19:20-25; 20:69-72; 22:61—
65; 24:33-35; 25:109-110; 26:69-82; 29:15-24;
30:70-74

Tsavo Ngulia Sanctuary 12:22-23; 13:31-34; 26:69-82

MaLAwI

Kasunga National Park 3:7-8; 3:9-10; 5:6-11; 8:11-12;
12:29-31; 16:59-61

Liwonde National Park 5:6-11; 12:29-31; 16:59-61;
21:46-54; 25:74-80

Majete Wildlife Reserve 5:6-11; 22:36-43

Middle Shire Valley 5:14-15; 22:36-43

Nkhotakota Game Reserve 5:6-11

Nyika National Park 5:6-11

Vwaza Marsh Game Reserve 5:6-11; 11:29-31; 12:29—
31

MALAYSIA

Danum Vdley Protected Forest Area, Sabah 26:100-115

Endau Rompin State Park 26:100-115

Gunung Inas Forest Reserve 26:100-115

Jeli Forest Reserve 26:100-115

Main Range Forest Reserve 26:100-115

Sepilok Rhino Breeding Centre, Sabah 21:24-27;
26:100-115

Sungai Dusun Wildlife Reserve 26:100-115

Tabin Wildlife Reserve, Sabah 26:100-115

Taman Nagara National Park 26:100-115

Ulu Selama Wildlife Reserve (proposed) 26:100-115
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MALI
Gourma Elephant Reserve 2:14-15

MozAMBIQUE

Gorogoza National Park 4:7-9
Maputo Elephant Reserve 30:57-64

NAMIBIA

Caprivi Game Reserve 19:49-53

Damaraand 4:13-14; 12:47

EtoshaNational Park 4:7-9; 4:13-14; 12:47; 17:39-51;
19:49-53; 26:40-51

Kaokoveld Park 17:39-51; 19:49-53

Khaudom Game Reserve 19:49-53

Mahango Game Reserve 19:49-53

Mamili National Park 19:49-53

Mudum National Park 19:49-53

Skeleton Coast Park 4:13-14

NEPAL

ParsaWildlife Reserve 31:42-51

Royal BardiaNational Park 20:10-26; 22:10-17; 26:88—
99; 31:42-51

Royal Chitwan National Park 13:20-25; 20:10-26;
22:10-17; 25:107-108; 26:88-99; 31.42-51

NIGERIA

Chingumi/Duguma Game Reserve 23:19-23
Lake Chad Game Sanctuary 23:19-23
Sambisa Game Reserve  23:19-23

SENEGAL

Niokolo Koba National Park 2:11-13; 4:7-9; 31:70-72

SouTH AFRICA

Addo Elephant National Park 3:11; 7:6-8; 13:31-34;
17:35-38; 21:78-83; 26:68-82

Augrabies National Park 7:6-8

Diepwalle State Forest 21:78-83

Gouna State Forest 21:78-83

Hluhluwe-Umfolozi Game Reserve 2:15-16; 7:8-10;
7:10-11; 13:31-34; 15:58; 17:35-38; 20:33-38;
26:14-24; 31:14-20; 31:52-57

Itala Nature Reserve 2:15-16

Kruger Nationa Park 2:11-13; 2:15-16; 3:9-11; 4:7-9;
7:10-11; 13:31-34; 16:72-80; 17:35-38; 18:55-60;
20:65-68; 22:10-17; 25:45-52; 25:81-92; 28:60-64;
29:53-56: 31:14-20; 31:52-57

Kwalata Game Reserve 23:44-45

LapalalaWilderness 15:40-45; 18:44-45; 23:44-45

Madikwe Game Reserve 18:55-60; 26:14-24; 26:40-41,;
31.52-57

Makgadikgadi Pans Game Reserve 3:5-7; 13:14-19;
25:14-27

Marakele National Park 23:44-45

Mkuzi Game Reserve 2:15-16; 20:33-38; 26:40-51

Ndumu Game Reserve 2:15-16; 26:40-51

Pilanesherg Game Reserve 2:15-16; 13:20-25; 17:35—
38; 26:14-24,; 26:40-51; 31:14-20

Sam Knott Game Reserve 26:40-51

Shamwari Game Reserve 26:40-51

Spektakel Game Ranch 18:55-60

Timbavati Private Nature Reserve 25:81-92

Umfolozi Game Reserve 15:40-45; 20:41-44; 26:14-24;
30: 81-86

Vaabos National Park 7:6-8

Venetia Limpopo Nature Reserve 18:55-60

Wankie National Park 3:9-11

Waterberg Plateau National Park 17:39-51; 26:40-51

Weenen Nature Reserve 2:15-16; 26:40-51

Welgevonden Game Reserve 23:44-45

SubAN

Nimule National Park 1:5-7; 2:11-13; 27:76-85
Numatima Game Reserve 1:5-7

Shambe Game Reserve 1:5-6; 2:10; 27:76-85
Southern National Park 1:5-7; 2:10; 10:22; 27:76-85

SWAZILAND

Mkhaya National Park 24:65
Hlane National Park 24:65

TANZANIA

ArushaNational Park 13:47

Lake Manyara National Park 4:7-9; 13:26-30

Longido Game Controlled Area 25:81-92

Mkomazai Rhino Sanctuary 31:21-35

Ngorongoro Crater 31:21-35

Ruaha National Park 2:11-13; 4:7-9

Selous Game Reserve 1:7; 4:7-9; 4:18; 6:34; 31:21-35
Tarangire National Park 13:26-30; 13:47; 28:58-59
Udendeule Forest Reserve 31:21-35

THAILAND

Phu-Khie Wildlife Sanctuary 11:13-22
Krachan National Park 11:13-22
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Toco

Barkoissi Forest Reserve 26:52-60

Foret de Doung Reserve 26:52—60

Galangashie Game Reserve 24:17-22; 26:52—60
Oti-Mandouri Game Reserve 24:17-22; 26:52-60

Parc national de Fazao-Malfacassa 24:17-22

Parc national de la Fosse-aux-Lions 24:17-22; 26:52-60
Parc national de laKeran 24:17-22; 26:52-60

Reserve de faune d’ Abdoulaye 24:17-22

UGANDA

Aja Sanctuary 1:5-7

Bwindi Impenetrable Forest 28:44-55

Kidepo National Park 1:13; 4:7-9; 15:49-52

Mt Kei Forest Reserve 1:5-7

Murchison Falls National Park 1:13; 2:10; 2:11-13; 4:7—
9; 12:42-45; 15:49-52; 31:58-62

Otze Forest Reserve 1:5-7

Queen Elizabeth National Park 1:13; 4:7-9; 15:49-52;
16:81; 22:46, 28:44-55

UK

London Zoo 4:16
Port Lympne Zoo 26:100-115

USA

Cincinnati Zoo 26:100-115
Fossil Rim Wildlife Centre 21:55-59

Book reviews index

The African elephant as a game ranch animal (proceed-
ings of a symposium),1995, J van Heerden and BL
Penzhorn, eds. Reviewed by ThomasW deMaar

The art of rhinoceros horn carving in China, 1997, Jan
Chapman. Reviewed by Lucy Vigne 28:111-112

AZA rhinoceros husbandry resource manual, Michael
Fouraker & Tarren Wagener, eds. Reviewed by
Thomas W deMaar 23:46

The elephantsin i Lanka, Jayantha Jayewardene.
Reviewed by John Eisenberg 19:87

Ivory crisis, 1983, lan Parker and Mohamed Amin.
Reviewed by RHV Bell 3:19-20

Theivory markets of Africa, Esmond Martin and Daniel
Stiles. Reviewed by Kees Rookmaker 29:61-62

The Japanese ivory industry, 1985, Esmond Bradley

San Diego Wild Animal Park 18:67-69
San Diego Zoo 18:67-69

VIETNAM

Cat Tien National Park 15:25-27; 27:34-48

ZAMBIA

Chiawa Game Management Area 16:48-50

Lower Zambezi National Park 16:48-50

LuangwaValley 2:11-13; 3:14-15; 4.7-9; 7:12-15; 12:24—
26; 12:27-28; 13:20-25; 16:81-82; 17:30-34

L upande Game Management Area 19:81-86

South Luangwa National Park 12:29-31

ZIMBABWE

Chirisa Safari Area 2:5-7

Chizarira National Park 2:5-7

Gonarezhou National Park 2:9-10; 22:81

Hwange National Park 2:9-10; 3:9-10; 6:14-15; 20:55—
64

Mana Pools National Park 5:12-13; 5:14

Matusadona National Park 2:7-9; 6:14-15; 17:19-29

Middle Zambezi Valley 5:14-15; 6:14-15; 13:20-25;
16:48-50

Mushandike Sanctuary 6:14-15

Sengwa Wildlife Research Area 2:5-7; 20:55-64; 22:47,
25:3940

Zambezi Vdley 29:25-28

Martin. Reviewed by Tom Pilgram 5:16

On a knife's edge: the rhinoceros horn tradein Yemen,
1997, Esmond Bradley Martin, Lucy Vigne, Crawford
Allen. Reviewed by Kes Hillman Smith 28:110

Rhino exploitation: the trade in rhino productsin India,
Indonesia, Malaysia, Burma, Japan and South Korea,
1983, Esmond Bradley Martin. Reviewed by Robert
Olivier 3:20

Rhino ranching, JG du Toit. Reviewed by PS Rogers
26:126-128
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1995, Pierre Millet. Reviewed by Kees Rookmaaker
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GUIDELINES FOR CONTRIBUTORS

Aim and scope

Pachyderm publishes papers and notes concerning
all aspects of the African eephant, the African rhino
and the Asian rhino with a focus on the conservation
and management of these speciesin thewild. At the
same time, the journal is a platform for dissemina-
tion of information concerning the activities of the
African Elephant, the African Rhino, and the Asian
Rhino Specialist Groups of the [UCN Species Sur-
vival Commission (SSC).

Submission of manuscripts

Where possible, manuscripts should be submitted both
in hard copy and on floppy disk. Alternatively, the
text can be submitted by email. Whatever media are
used, the hard copy of the script must be identical to
floppy or email version.

Contributions should be sent to:

The Editor, Pachyderm

IUCN/SSC AfESG

PO Box 62440

Nairobi, Kenya

tel: 254 2 577355; fax: 254 2 577389
e-mail: afesg@wwfnet.org

Preparation of manuscripts

Manuscripts are accepted in both English and French
languages. Where possible, the abstract should be
provided in both languages.

Title and authors. Thetitle should contain as many
of the key words as possible but should not be more
than 25 words long. Follow with the name(s) of the
author(s) with full postal address(es). Indicate the
corresponding author, to whom proofs and editorial
comments will be sent; give post, fax and email ad-
dresses for the corresponding author.

Research papers. Should be not more than 5000
words and be structured asfollows: 1) Title (as above),
2) Abstract of not more than 200 words (informative
type, outlining information from the Introduction,
Materials and methods, Results, Discussion, but not
detailed results), 3) Introduction, 4) Materials and
methods, 5) Results, 6) Discussion, 7) Conclusions
if appropriate, 8) Acknowledgements (optional, brief),
9) References,10) Tables, 11) Figure and photo cap-
tions, 12) Figures and photos.

Papers may be reports of origina biology research
or they may focus more on the socio-economic as-
pects of conservation, including market surveys.

Preferably provide figures and mapsin their origi-
nal form, for example, Excel files, maps as eps or tif
files (17 x 15 cm, 600 dpi), when submitting in elec-
tronic form. Indicate clearly the author or source of
figures, maps and photographs.

Field notes: The journal welcomes notes from the
field. They may contain figures and tables but should
be brief.

Book reviews. Pachyderm invites reviews of newly
published books, which should be no more than 1500
words long.

Lettersto the editor: Letters are welcome that com-
ment on articles published in Pachyderm or on any
other issue relating to elephant and rhino conserva-
tion in thewild.

Journal conventions
Nomenclature

Use common names of animals and plants, giving
scientific names in italics on first mention; include
the authority.

Usean ‘s for the plural form for animals: rhinos,
elephants.
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Spelling

Use British spelling, following the latest (10th) edi-
tion of the Concise Oxford Dictionary, using ‘'z’ in-
stead of ‘s’ in words like ‘recognize’, ‘ organization’,
‘immobilized’; but ‘analyse’, ‘paralyse’.

Numbers

Use Sl units for measurement (m, km, g, ha, h) witha
space between the numeral and the unit of measure-
ment. Give measurementsin figures, for example 12
mm, 1 km, 3 ha, except at the beginning of a sentence.

Spell out numbers under 10 if not a unit of measure-
ment unless the number is part of a series containing
numbers 10 or over, for example: 14 adult males, 23
adult females and 3 juveniles.

In the text, write four-digit numbers without acomma;
use a comma as the separator for figures five digits
or more; 1750, 11,750. The separator will be a full
stop in French papers.

References

Use the author-year method of citing and listing ref-
erences.

In the text, cite two authors: ‘(X and Y 1999)’ or ‘X
and Y (1999)’; cite more than two authors ‘(X et a.
1996)’ or ‘X et d. (1996)'. Note that thereisno comma
between the author(s) and the year.

In the reference ligt, cite publications as follows. List
in aphabetical order. Write out journal titlesin full.

Adams, J.X. 1995b. Seizures and prosecutions. TRAFFIC
Bulletin 15(3):118.

Dobson, A.P., and May, R.M. 1986. Disease and conserva
tion. In: Conservation biology: The science of scarcity
and diversity, ed. M.E. Soulé. Sinauer Associates,
Sunderland, MA. p. 123-142.

Struhsaker, T.T., Lwanga, J.S., and Kasenene, JM. 1996.
Elephants, selective logging and forest regeneration in
the Kibale Forest, Uganda. Journal of Tropical Ecology
12:45-64.

Sukumar, R. 1989. The Asian elephant: ecology and man-
agement. Cambridge Studiesin Applied Ecology and
Resource Management. Cambridge University Press,
Cambridge.

Cite unpublished reports as follows:

Tchamba, M.N. 1996. Elephants and their interactions with
people and vegetation in the Waza-L ogone region,
Cameroon. PhD thesis, University of Utrecht, The Neth-
erlands. 142 p. Unpublished.

Woodford, M.H. 2001. [Titl€]. [Journal or publisher]. Forth-
coming. [if publication date is known]

Woodford, M.H. [Titl€]. [Journal or publisher]. Forthcom-
ing. [if publication date is not known]

Note government reports, reports to wildlife depart-
ments, MSc and PhD theses, etc., as unpublished.

Not accepted as references are papers in preparation
or submitted but not yet accepted.

‘Pers. comm.” accompanied by the date and name of
the person are cited in the text but not given in the ref-
erenceligt.
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